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May Sree Padmanabha Swamy Bless........ !

Transition and change are as inevitable as life and
death in the mighty cosmic pattern and mystic play of Divine.
Man who has oft prided himself on being God's super
production has again and again been forced fo realise and
accept his helplessness, nay insignificance, when enmeshed
in the implacable rotations and revolutions of Karma of
destiny or fate, call it what you may. He has then fo bow |
before the absolute truth that there is a power that is within
him but which is at the same time beyond him as well. Man
has journeyed along the path to realisation and inner peace
through various philosophies, thought processes and
teachings as well as divine insight gained, at times, through
the five. Is-intelligence, intellect, inference, intuition and
infrospection. All these hold true specially to the Indian mind.

The most ancient among world religions, Hinduism,
has triumphed over the reIEnr?Eis march of time, dust and
decay of ages and exireme man-made adversity, to continue
in all splendour as a pulsating alive mandate of faith. It is
complicated and complex ot the same time crystal clear even
in capsule form. Many births may be required to go through
in detail the multitudinous masses of literature that are
available reflecting both ancient and modern thought. Not
owing allegiance to one source, its expense and elastici
are awesome. When Dharma stands seriously threatened,
God or His chosen potencies incarnate as has been declared
in the famous line of the Gita Sambhavami Yuge Yuge. And
Hinduism keeps on growing while retaining its unique
character of being ancient yet ever young.

Even to deal with one among ifs myriad branches and
classifications is a formidable task and would demand much
space, what more when many are projected. "Bharateeya
Vichara Dhara" attempts ot just that - itis a Marathon venture
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where in macro dimensions are limited to micro proportions.
Breivity has been pressed info generous usage to enable the
mighty expanse of scriptural literature from the Vedas fo the
Ethihasas in seven main divisions and countless subdivisions,
to be at least touched upon. Such work is not easy and will
be impossible for one who has not delved deep into the subject
matter. This book is an invaluable asset and boon to those
who are serious students in this field and is a worthy addition
to Hinduism in particular while ifs value will be unquestioned
in the area of religious literature in general.

Dr. N. Gopalakrishnan is indeed a phenomenon. It is
difficult to belive that there are persons of such mulfi
dimensional brilliance. His knowledge of Hinduism and
Sanskrit as well as his powers of refenfion and reprodution
of the same, his unvearying devotion to the grandmasters of
yore-the Rishi Parampara and to Hindu scriptures and fexts
and above all, his burning commitment to Iie greainess of
India in the comity of nations, are all evident in his
breathtaking orations and highly illuminating volumes.
Though he has restrained the Hawo?l his thought in this volume
to confine it within reasonable size, it is a valuable guide
and gold mine of information, | wish it many more reprints
and hope that it will be translated info other major languages
as well.

Bharath needs more and more solid services of this
nature from Dr. N. Gopalakrishnan. May Sree Padmanabha
Swamy bless him to play his part in keeping the flag of glory
of our sacred motherland flying high.

Aswathi Thirunal Gouri Lakshmi Bayi
Kowdiar Palace, Thiruvananthapuram
3rd June 1999
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