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Guru Ravidas

Guru Ravidas (c. A.D. 1450-1540) was
the son of a cobbler who lived in the village of
Mandua Deeh near Varanasi. He is also known

- as Raidas, Rohidas, Ruidas and so on.

Very few authenticated facts of his life

are known. His extant poems give us an idea,
nhowever hazy, of the poet-saint who attained

union with God. It is said that Kabir, Nanak,
Dhanna and Meera were his contemporaries
and that when he was very old, Guru Nanak,
then a young man, came to pay his respects to
him.

Ravidas’ philosophy is a blend of the
different faiths and beliefs of his day. He
considered differentiation between man and
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man on grounds of caste, religion and worldly
possessions as artificial and exhorted his
followers—commonly known as Ravidasis—to
strive for a classless society. Ravidas renounced
the comforts of the world but not his worldly
duties. He did not live on aims, as other saints
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did, but earned his living as a shoe-maker.

Obviously Ravidas firmly believed in the

sanctity of honest labour.
The following pages tell the story of
Ravidas based mainly on his poems.
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Hm#f,ﬁaﬂaurmume : Fai

CAME EVERY MORNING FORA |~ .

HOU DIP IN THE GANGA LR MIGHTIER THAN ALL ,
AND THEY UTTERED BUT = — 7 GRANT US A

ONE PRAYER. e R i CHILD.

0 GRERT RAVI®,
MAY A CHILD
BE BORN TO
us.

q4OU \
SHALL HAVE ——

YOUR WISH.

REJOICE , GOOD PEDPLE,I
FOR A SON 1S SO0N
ro BE BORN TO

ANOTHER NAME FOP THE SUN COD.
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AND SURE ENOLGH, IN COURSE OF TIME — T

AS HE WAS BORN

- ; ON A RAVIVARRT,
40U ARE BLESSED, \ - | -

KARMADEVI. HIS Do e ) SUN., WE WILL CAL
FACE SHINES UKEE 6 : Lo o

: : e = HIM RAVIDAS.
THE FACE OF , g = | R

THE DAY OF THE

I_.__..---'

EVERY FEW DAYS, RAVIDAS, WITH HIS FRI
TOWN OF VBRANAS]. ONE DAY —

— e

ENDS AND PELETIVES, WENT TO THE NEARBY

————

ey

HO, THERE ! HO...
40U CHAMARS™!
e

ﬂuﬁ.rm .

¥* COBBLERS



GURU RAVIDAS

4ES.SIR. AT

'/ TWO OF MY :
| BuLLOCKS DIED =T
S\ ToDAY. TAKE |1

DO 40U WANT TO BE POLLUTED?Y
MOVE ON. GET INTO THE

HOUSE . QUICK.
= ﬂ.«- o,

m;

,j'-"t"""‘l..--
’ ""\
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JUST THEN , ANOTHER CHAMAR CAME UP.

SON , WE WILL

HANDLE THE BLULLOCKS.
g0l G0 TO THE
TOWN-GATE. THERE
IS A DERD CALF
THEEE WHICH WILL
BE EASY FOR </0U ¢
T0O CAREY. &

RRVIDAS, DID
4YOoUu HEARE

_\\.

UH... ¥ WHAT ? WHAT
DI 90U SAY T

"WHAT?’S THE
MATTER WITH
“0ou ¥

N— NOTHING.

THEN RUN TO
THE TOWN - GATE
BEFORE SOMEONE
ELSE TRKES THE.




GURU RAVIDAS

|suppENLY —

SHIVA-SHIVA! : :
A CHAMARS!
[ | : o
: : %;
1 __ - o .__ '.
i * - [] % i
|,. .I.- J‘.|1- 2 -
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POLLUTERS !
TRAFFICKERS IN DEAD
ANIMALS ! COULPN’T
HOUu HAVE SHOUTEDR
THAT 490U WERFE
COMING ?

BUT WE DID! S0 WHILE
=1 WE DID OUE BIT, 40U
PIDN'T PO 90URS ,
HOLY ONE 90U
DIDN’T HERR US.

‘...-n L 't i}’ﬁ ..'--

s

RAVIDAS
CRYING ?

BUT WHY ?
SURPELY
NOT BECAUSE «+»

WHAT O 400
EXPECT PEOPLE
T0 RO BOW
BEFORE 40U 7

RAVIDAS )
40U ARE A
CHAMRE,

BOY !




GURLU RaAVIDAS

HOLD AN LIMBRELLA
RESPECTFULLY
OVEE Y0UR

COME ON,
CHEER
up

CHEER UP} \”‘Lh
SMILEN )

HOW CAN 90U LAUGH WHEN
INGULTS ARE HEAPED UPON |
US LIKE THIS? ARE WE NOT
SUPPOSED TO HAVE

ANY FEELINGS?

N FACE TO THE WORLD,
IT°S BECAUSE IT
LESSENS OUR PAIN.
TEARS WON*T HELP
| uUg--- NEVER!

IF WE SHOW A -E.amn,mr:}\

s s
'// RAVIDAS . L
40U DON'T =

ENOW HOW
WE ELEN

o

BUT HOW LONG WILL
WE SUFFER---
SIUFFER WITH
A SMILE®




amar chitra katha

FROM THAT DAY ON, RAVIDAS STOPPED AlL DRY HE SAT. LOST IN HIS OWN -
GOING OUT ALTOGETHER. - THOUGHTS. |

COME. LET'SEE '
§§ GO TO loss M |
b, VARANASI. NOT -

COMING.




GURU RAVIDAS

SWAMIJL , |- -~
11 WANT TO KNOW
ABOUT MHSELF

/T IS THE SAME
THING, RAVIDAS.
WHEN 40U KNOW

Ly OURSELF, 40U WILL

AND ABOUT THE

f:
: f

GOP WHO A&y KNOW GOD.
e B 7
JEFE‘EHTEI.'J ME. ; :?;... ﬁfﬁ_{_}_ﬁ---——w —

7/

g
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SANDAN SWAMI ACCEPTED RAVIDAS AS ONE OF WIS DISCIPLES, | — —
: By I DS Y RAVIDAS, GOP CRERTED MAl
W g £ 2 SR AND MEN FORGETTING THE OME
’ ¥ i HAND THAT CREATED THEM
' ALL , SURVE4ED THEIR OWI

OZK A HANDS AND THE WORK
THHT THEY DID. ..

/|

e ] I :’.: _:._ . !
;c.-.z'_- .. Il s i II
N1 ¥ FIEY 7 o

AND ACCORDING TO N\ 22, " i T 8/ ™.
THE WORK THEY DID, N — o FIRATS
THEY CLASSIFIED S0y VIV

CHAMAR. BRAHMA
# SHUDRA, ARE THE
TN MERANINGLESS

THEMSELVES AND % LABELS
GAVE EACH OTHER B Al INVENTED BY
LABELS. : IGNORANT

SEE Y0URSELE . SEE -+ MYSELF ~ »- =

AS | AM --~ SEE
MYSELF «-« S

AS 90U RRE. DO
NOT SEE 90URSELF
B4 THE LABEL.




g -]
GURL HAUIDA?

N THE DAYS THAT FOLLOWED. A CHANGE CAME OVER RAVIDAS.
: e

A CHAMART --.
40U FOOL , HOW
DARPE 40U CROSS
MY -+ -

IN SEEING HIMSELF AS HE
WAS, RAVIDAS HAD FORGOTTEN,
THE CHAMAE HE WARS '
SUPPOSED TU BE.
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AND AS HE GREW TO KNOW HIMSELF-| | --. HE BEGAN TO SEE HIMSELF IN OTHERS.

L e e -

Bl 1 rEe : L)

MOTHER , PLEASE | S e O THEN | WILL
ACCEFT THIS BUT oo | TAKE IT. THANK
. FOOD. WHAT ABOUT f 40U, M9
“T- ' <0U, CHILD? - _




GURU RAVIDAS

| 5IES., PLEASE
{ ACCEPT THESE
SANDALS.

AS HE WHALKEDP AWAY ——

s

E_ et
THEN HE RAN BACIK TO THE WOMAN -

MAY GOD BLESS

o |
LEASE TAKE 40U FOR THINKING

THIS MONEY AND
BUY THE CHILD

GOME MILK - -

OF THE NEEE:'/f '

13




amar chitra katha

T

WHEN RAVIPRS FETURNED HOME —

NOW, PIPN’T 40U 7

RPAVIDAS , 40U TDGI!{ THE
SANDALS AND MONEY JUS

"n..

. { WHERE APE
THEY , SON?

WAS IT PROPEE
OF 40U TO HAVE
GIVEN OUE

EARMNINGS

H0U KNOW THAT WE
OURSELVES HRAVE
BARELY ENOUGH TO

LIVE ON.

Yq

MOTHER , HER NEED
WRS GREATER
THAN OURS.

HIS PAPENTS STOOD SILENT. HAVING
NOTHING T SAY 70 THAT.




]
-
1
.
1

[
’f
1

GURU RAVIDAS

\THE YEAES PASSED. RAVIDAS WORKED HARD AND DILIGENTLY, AS
\BEFORE, BUT HIS THOUGHTS WERE ALWAYS ELSEWHERE. T

e o0 noT koW WHAT £ GOURCE OF WORRY HE HAD BECOME TO HIS PARENTS.

KARMA , HOW MUCH LONGER HE HAS BECOME A STRANGER
SHALL WE HIDE FOOD, : | TO US. WILL HE RUN AWAY
MONEY BND SHOES w ONE DAY TO BECOME A
~.  FROM OUR OWN SAPHUT | COULP NOT
N : BEAR TO LOSE MY .
“*  SON . 5

= k

OH, DO 40U MEARN
HIS MARRIAGE ¢
| WILL BE ONLY
TOO HAPPY TO
SEE HIM
MARRIED. -.

THERE 15 A
GIRL FROM A
GOOD FAMILY.

./ 40U WILL HAVE TO
M BEAR LOSING




¢ p— ——
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AND? HE SHALL STRAET
A HOUSEHOLD
OF HIS OWN.

MARRIAGE AND A HOUSEHOLD
OF HIS OWN WILL TEACH
HIM EEEF‘DNSIBILIT

OR SHALL WE BEG IN THE
STREETS . KAEMA.
BECRAUSE OF OUR SON'S
THOUGHTLESSNESS®

NO--- DON’T CALL IT
THOUGHTLESS NESS
IT 1S GENEROSITH.

OUR SON HAS A
LARPGE HERET,

BUT- OUR EARNINGS - MARRIED TO BHRAGWATY - ..
PO NOT MEASURE UP
TO RAVIDAS®

HERRET.

v+ AND THEY WENT TO LIVE IN A SEHQE_
HOUSE BUT CLOSE To THAT OF HIS
PARENTS.

18
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THE NEXT DAY, WHEN FPAVIDAS' MOTHER WENT TO VISIT THEM, SHE PAUSEDL A WHILE
BEFOFE SHOWING HERSELF HNF WATCHED HER SON AND MHEHTEE IN-LAW. :

AN GOING T CO0kK OUR
FIRST MEAL IN THIS
HOUSE . 50 PLEASE
TOUCH THIS FOOD.IT

§ |5 AUSPICIOUS AND 7,
SPECIAL FOR

. BOTH OF US. ‘tb_)

V"’d

'1

IF 90U PO THART . THEN
| |HOW CAN | FEED

| |400U ANP 90U FEER
ME AT THE SAME
TIME?

¥ THERE ., BHAGWAT! ,BUT
i MIND 90U, WE MUST EAT
B THIS SPECIAL FOOL
% TOGETHEE.

BUT SHOULP
1 NOT

PSERVE 40U
IFIEST AND

THEN EATZ fl '3

| PERHAPS
| HIS FATHER
| KNEW HIM
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BHAGWATI, GO HAS BEEN GOOD. /)

HE HAS GIVEN US THE OPPORTUNITY |
TO PUT THIS FOOp T@ THE BEST
_USE.

—

ke

% .

=g
o
. o -
o0 2
'II

BUT -+ - BUT
OuUE FIRST
MERL .

7 | HOLY SRS,
PLEASE ACCEFR
£ THIS.
J T

OH ,
RAVIPAS!
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BOVIDAS AND BHAGWATI CONTINUED TO LIVE IN THEIP HUT. BUT SOON BHAGWATI

IOTICER THAT THE SENSITIVE MAN WHO WAS HER HUSBANE WAS GROWING MORE AND
IORE WITHDORAWN ; MOEE ANE MOFRE SILENT.

'f‘-*ﬂ'{ WHAT IS
Ve, ry HAPPENING
s TO HIM?

WE DAY, WHEN GHE RPETURNED FRPOM THE | |SHE CAME AND HID BEHIND IT TO SUPPRISE
FOREST WITH A LOAD OF FIREWOOER, SHE | |HInt WHEN I
BAW EAVIDAS SITTING LUINDER A TREE.

e - AR e | HAVE NOT PECEIVED

' GG T G THE LOVE OF MY

: BELOVED. WHY HRVE
| BEEN
FORGOTTENT

fr

e =

HE LOVES---
ANOTHEE

0 BELOVEP! END
© THIS SEPRARPATION ,
N\ EMBRACE ME AND
! MAKE ME HRAPPY.
£ WITHOUT 40U EVERY
\ MOMENT PASSES
? LUKE AN AGE.

i

F1n i

e v Ly =T,
s
I

B
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H4OU REE THE SANDAL-

PASTE, |, THE WHATER...
4ou ARE THE
LAMP, | THE

WICK ---

40U REE THE THEREAL,[
LORP; I, THE PERELS X
STRUNG UPON IT-

: ‘;T!'.l':lulrim i
BHAGWA TTE&NT AND SAT NEAR RAVIDAS - / ONE DA4,
IR, o oo WHOLE WDELL

WILL :rl

eE = THEH'

BERAUTIFUL , 50
SIMPLE . | TOO
WILL LEARN
AND SING

R THEM
\‘ rﬂl-‘ l#’ﬁf'l
- ‘ J:jf

22




GURL RAVIDAS

'- TER THIS, PAY .HFTEEM EEWEHE" 12 THL AT LAST. IT WAS QUENCHED.
THIRST GREW ANL GREW - - - — TS e

mmmmm

I R ;
SON , IN THE .4 /FATHER, DO NOT. N\ 4, |
‘ PAST, | HAVE. -~ il SHAME ME BY W
SPEAKING S0.ITIS [

il HE WHO DESTINES /T
o EVERYTHING. ‘ '] i

A

T
.....




amar chitra kathao

40U ARE NOW BOTH SON AND |
TEACHER TO US.TELL US, WHO
IS GOPD 2 IS HE NOT THE ONE

ON THE ALTARZ |

IN THE 1IPOL AND CLOSE
HOUR EYES TO HiM WHO
IS IN ALL PLACES AMD IN
ALL THINGS, THE IDOL 1S
STRANDING BETWEEN
490U ANDP GODP.

/KBLIT IF 40U SEE GOD ONLY

\ % .,/ UMITING HIM TO
Riv., 2./ ONE NAME—ISHWAI

. % .. ALLAH, BHAGWAN,

el  RAB— IS THE

GEEART MISTAKE

Euf g
¥ L |

i
1
"2
A
¥
.
T

24
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HE IS ALL THIS _
AND MORE:; MUCH MORE.

HE 1S ALL! S0
CALL HIM JUST
THIS - -+

lﬁ.:’rf'——-— — e
o R e
b . .

.+ ANY NAME,
# EVERY NAME. [
f“sﬁ‘%ﬁ THAT IS A

50p.

PO NOT BE ASHAMED OF YOURSELF;
PO NOT BE AFRAIDP OF CASTE.

DO 40UR WORK WITH PIGNTY
AND BOW <OUR HEAD BEFORE
NO ONE BUT GOD.

25
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HOWY SIR , 40U ARE
GREAT ENOUGH NOT

TO BE AFFELTEDR
B4 CASTE , BUT---

@

V)

m

-« WHAT OF U5,
ORDINARY MEM,

WHO HRAVE NOT
REACHED 90UR

STATEY

=%

W el s

A NEW IDENTITY2
ALL EIGHT, | WILL
GIVE |T TO
q0OLl .

SHOW US SOME
WAY. GIVE US

A NEW .
IDENTITY .-




GURU RAVIDAS
THE HOUNG MAN LEFT THE SAINT. THERE WAS A SPRING IN HIS STEP.

WHEN
P o Y
P IR [ LOOK WHO’S COMING—
VUL ANNRY our SENSITIVE ONE  [Fjad
WHO CAN’T EVEN :
LOOK PEOPLE IN & _
y THE EYES:«:- g LT e

ﬂil) :

-« ANP EVEN IF HE
POES, HE DROPS HIS
BAZE AT ONCE LIKE
A SHY BRIDE! WELL,
WELL — HOW?'S THE
SHY BRIDE
TOPAY 2

SHY BRIDE, PIP 40U
SAY 2 WHY, THAT 'S NOT
OUR USUAL MOUSE
WHO'’S COMING
ALONG THERE!

HEY — WHAT °S THE YOUNG MAN'S EYES WEFRE
/ HRPPENED TOMAKE | |\ BtAZING WITH DIGNITH, WITH CONFIDENCE.

#ipesoral qou SUDDENLY e
S | HAVE BECOME :
A RAVIDASI.

WALK LIKE A
LION @

RAVIDAS! — THAT WAS THE IDENTITY THE
SAINT GAVE TO HIS FOLLOWERS.

27
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==

ONE PRY, WHEN GUEY FAVILAS ANP HIS
FJ'EEJF’LEE WE#E WALKING ALONG THE EIVER

HLME‘: G{)ﬂ[?

\+«DEVASYA DHEEMAHI . JAl e.ﬁwrpE
A DHIYO 4ONAH | o oAl GANGE..
-~ \___PRACHODAYARAT* \ ,

.,ﬂ"\..—

et J'.

A

-

FAMAKRISHNA
HARI. .

S 11y
el IJ"?II F
: g |'..

N X GAYATRI CHANT ( HOMAGE TO SAVITR, THE SUN GOD )



GURU RAVIDAS

GURUDEV, THAT
4~ MAN KNOWS NO
'5’;. COMPASSION.

[ NOER DPOES HE
KNOW GOP. 4

UNLESS 40U RECOGNIZE

THE SUPREME ESSENCE,
WHAT USE 1S SHAVING

THE HEARD---PANCING,

SINGING AND

PRAYING ...2

il

e TSR

doF wHAT USE ISTHE /= B
LAMP CEREMONY AND iz -~ I ¢

| FIRE WORSHIP TO HIM ’ﬁ-; ,,ﬁ_ N 2
IN WHOSE ONE HAIR ﬁ-&if,.af:.fi*;}. E—
THERE ARE CRORES e AN

e OF SUNS..

... IF WE PO NOT ALSO
LOVE (LR FELLOW- MENZ
HE WOULDP CERTAINLY

PREFER OUR KINDNESS
. TO OUR RITUALS.

THE PAYS THAT. FOLLOWELD, THE NHMBEE’ oF EUPU PAVIPAS PISCIPLES Eﬁﬁl’ﬂi‘r"

GREW AS DIP HIS BODY OF VERSE. [mieses

| PO NOT BIND THEE WITH
L LONG GARLANDPS OF FLOWERS

AND LEAVES , NOR PUT UP A
CANDPY T0O SHELTER THEE ...

| PO NOT PLUCK LEAVES,

NOR WORSHIP IMAGES .

| OMLY CONTEMPLATE

! ON THEE,--- O
‘\ UNSTAINEDR LORD: - -

I"-_'__\--‘-\_\‘H__. —i——

-\""'\-,__.-"'--d--'_




amar chitra katha

HERRING OF RPRAVIDAS® GREATNESS, PEEPA, NANAK, EH.PHHH SAINA , KABIR, GTHEE
smurﬁ OF - R?E TEME CAME TO MEET HIM. gy s

. byt - ] "'h- i L =

P‘aw; :eE--_.'u ; =L i L

AN EE!& ERS gm&‘ Eﬁdﬁ HﬁEﬂEH SINGH NA GHE’ .::F #h SHI AND Efma.rﬂa‘.«? .»:e:?pﬁf .::rF
DELHI PRID THEIR RESPECTS TO HIM-

-___--._.I.. e

ONE DAY, THERE WAS A THE DOOR OPENED

KNOCK AT HIS FﬂﬁE AND THE CALLEFR MEEE‘H
N7 wio 1o e [2Lom came roewneo| [ES
S P COME 1N . |= HFIUE
HEARD OF
40U C {JME /

SE e . ey e

/_"—.I’F"-';: H’:HHMGT
( BEAR TO BE

| HAVE BEEN
SENT TO 40U TO
BE CURED. MY
T;"I" LOVE FOR MY

_ HUSBAND HAS
1 DRIVEN ME MAD.

e ——

PARTED FROM

HIM FOR EVEN
) i‘m A MOMENT. |

an
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) MEERA, WHEN 4QU ARE } | = 10—
ONE WITH GODP, WHEFE
15 THE GIUESTION OF
SEPARATION 2

LIKE A RIVEE. 90U
HAVE ENTERED THE

WAVES OF GOD'S
OCERN.

AS THE DAYS PASSED GURY,

‘ e T —

E RAVIDAS SPOKE IN THIS
i/ oD ANDP | | STERIN AND MEERA LISTENED,
DEVOTEE CAN THERE | |AND THEN ONE DAY SHE

HAVE BECOME BE TWO?

| |SET THE /1DPOL POWN.
OME . / eIy
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PEODLE WHO ONCE SEPLEPNED THE YOUNG COBBLER BOY NOW BOWED BEFORE HIM.

f

_{

NE = =&t :ﬁﬂ%dﬁﬁ
ﬁﬁ*aﬁraﬁraﬁa&aﬁréﬁi ey T ik ﬂﬁg ;
aﬁmﬁ% foiehe of 273 ) 26

STy foEaE & 13 T SHET TSI T |

= v

%ﬁhﬁmaﬁ aamazlgu & v )\ ST i R ST a2 |
ﬁa:;aﬁaigﬁmw : ary Sl St gees el |
A% ST Sieiar Hohe ol S]TE’EHT _ ; JTHE S
gaf'wmﬁraﬁﬁ&@mml - R TS ST BN & HE T Sl

het ShlaT <3 TS Nl f;

BUT TILL THE END OF H/S LIFE, GUFLY TOWARDS THE END OF HIS LIFE, GURY
FAVIDOAS WORKELD AT HIS TANNING ﬁ-"'i'rf-;' RAVLAS UNDPERTOOK A LONG |
SHOE-MAKING. = PILGEJ'MHI’AE E‘.‘ll‘l :

i ..'-:. L2
: I AM CERTAIN i "' '
’ e 'l _

7 SIE.
THOSE WHO ARE »
COLOURED IN THE THAT 40UR VERSES

WILL FIND A FLHE}“E
S e EE'LL SOME DAY, IN SOME

DE’E AT BOOK.

WHEN HE PRSSED FIROM THIS WORLD, HE LEFT BEHIND Hmk THE EAVIDAGH (THE SECT

THAT BORE HIS NAME)AND HIS SIMPLE BERUTIFUL BANIS®. HUNDPEDS OF amamg
OF THE GUPU ARE PRESERVED INARDI PEBKASH THE HOLY BOOK OF THE SECT. THIRTY-
NINE w—* THEM ALSO FIND A PLACE IN THE EEEHT amﬁrarme SIKHS — THE GURU emswrfﬂ

i

LBt 7 ﬂ‘q‘
] T

ANG DOTTED ALl OVER NWEEM :Hmﬁ ARE SHRINES, PONDS AND aQHMﬂs Mmr IN HIS HMIE»
¥ SONGS ("BANI" LITERALLY MEANS VOICE ™), +UITERALLY WORDS' %




