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KANNAGI, a gem of a housewife, a 'paragon of chastity’,
has been immortalized in the pages of S/ILAPPADI-
KAARAM, the famous Tamil epic of llango, the Chera
prince-turned-ascetic. It is the story of a clash between
three anklets: the anklet of the home, the anklet of the
stage, and the anklet of the palace.

An ill-fated housewife, KANNAGI loses her husband,
KOVALAN, to the art of a dancer, MADHAVI, and finds him
again only to lose him to the blind law of aking. Her story is
set inthe three ancient cities of South India—POOMPUHAR
the Chola capital where she grew up; MADURALI the Pandya
capital where she fell; and VANJI the Chera capital which
placed her on a pedestal.

The epic is a rich record of a great civilisation, vivid with
descriptions of edifices shrines, docks, market-places,
squares, of laws and rituals, of Natya Shastra" (Science of
Dance), musicology and musical instruments of the day.
Known for its high dramatic content, SILAPPADIKAARAM
is a shining jewel in Tamil literature.

The memory of llango and his immortal classic has recently
been perpetuated by the Tamil Nadu Government by erect-
ing, at Kaveripattinam, a magnificent seven-story art gallery,
Silappadikaaram Kalaikoodam, in ancient Dravidian
architectural style. The structure narrates the story in stone
carvings.

{ AMAR CHITRAKATHA means good reading.
Over 300 titles are now on sale.
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"LET US 60 TO
MY GRAND-
PARENTS FIRST.

NOW GO
AND SEEK
THE BLESS-
INGS OF
THE ‘ELDERS,

| WISH YOU \ & DON'T FORGET
JOY AND | | TO SPARE SOME
PROSPERITY. TIME FOR YOUR
/> FRIENDS, TOO.
SHALL | SUGGEST| Py ~ga |
A NAME FOR YOUR N A | WOULDN'T
FIRST CHILD € N BLAME HIAM S
IF HE DID. /SN

]

| AS THE COUPLE
CAME ouT-




ME NEXT DAY —

tANNAGI, SHALL WE
AKE A WALK BY
[HE RIVER?

8O, AS YOUu
I5H. THAT 15
WHAT MATTERS, )

B MONTH LATER - i

EANNAG, LISTEN.

IHAVE JUST CON- |8 %

BLUDED ADEAL  pN o
AN

VORTH LAKHS
BF RUPEES,

I | | |'1'|I|| I‘.'

W a_f,’ A
o

AS YOU WISH,
MY LORD.

NOW WE CAN BUY Y
THAT HOUSE BY

el ﬁﬂ THE RIVER!

i

L'l I||||]r '

WLl HAVE BROLUIGHT ME
BICE. S0 YOU SHALL

BE THE MISTRESS

o \THE NEW HOUSE .

DOES THAT
MEAMN WE HAVE
TO LEAVE YOUR

PARENTS €




B S
¥ THEY WILL BE GOING

AWAY ON A PILGRIMAGE
FOR A YEAR. .WE WILL

&G\CE LIP THIS HOUSE.,..
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@ .. ~0 | Wil MAKE NI

THAT HOUSE A
\ HEAVEMN FOR YOU.
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MADHAVI WILL BE DANCING
TODAY. THEY SAY SHE

19 BEALITIFUL,
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" CERTAIMLY NOT
AS BEAUTIFLIL
AS MY WIFE. ,
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T WHEN KOVALAN SAW MADHAVI PERFORNI— |7 YES.SHE IS -
NP v y BEAUTIFUL . |

o ..r-:?;,l 0 \ { { HE HASN'T
o LT -6 €
; f'.';-'. ’ - :

TAKEN HIS

WHAT AN oI PERFECT! HER il
EXCELLENT JIBIS===22 TECHNIQUE 19 558
DANCER.! #== \ PERFECT! _&=¢1 7/
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B YOUIR PERFORMANCE WAS
Bl EXCELLENT. PLEASE ACCEPT THIS -
Eell| ' \ONEY AS A GIF T FROM THE STATE ...

AT

?_AND MY EMERALD NECK-) sm | AM HONOURED,

LACE AS A PERSONAL Lz 18 YOUR MAJESTY.,
SN TRIBLUITE.

e
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AN EXCITED | CAN'T FORGET
KOVALAN E HER..| MUST
gﬁﬂﬁgﬁﬁ?‘ “-I MEET HER ALONE.

BUT HOW € WHERE
WENT HOME . — (l ;




1S THAT ALL
OMNE NEED DO
TO GET HER?

e NEXT s s BUY MADHAVI'S
- it f & | NECKLACE AND St
KOOMNI, TAKE THIS EMERALD J=2 BECOME HER £ ==
INECKLACE AND SELL IT 3 :
) THE HIGHEST ~ga@y LEAVEIT 7 | 75
BIDDER .ONLY HE N/ TO ME TO ]
INOULD BE WORTHY [ CHOOSE A

OF HAVING MADHAVI. /4 HAND SOME
- /;g RICH MAN.

I’LL PAY THAT
AND MORE.

YOuU MuUsT PAY 1000
MEASURES OF GOLD
COINS,YOUNG MAM.
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MONTHS LATER —| sl | AV OVERWHELMED

BEiel 6y ALL THE LOVE  4g
: EH%EHETDEE‘?S :;f"'“ﬂ':i AND WEALTH “YOU £

SHOWER ON e

SEPARATION







EARS WENT 8Y,
BOHAVI, IMMERSED
{ HER LOVE, NEG-

MY DAUGHTER. , AREN’T
~OuU READY © THE
CROWD OuT THERE
15 SHOUTING FOR YOU,

I AM IN NO
mOOD TO
DAMNCE.

CTED HER PROFES-

MOOD OR MO
S MOOD, YOU'LL

—

. HAVE TO.

I'rl
.y

i BT N W .

INE DAY, WHEN MADHAV/
BES SINGING FOR KOVALAN=

AN HERE AND HER
BONG 1S FOR. A

MISSING LOVER €
B SHE YEARNING
DR ANOTHER ©

UTTERLY DISILLUSIONED KOVALAN
WALEKED AWAY FROM HER FOREVER,




SHE 1S JUuST ANOTHER
DANCER. . | WAS FOOLISH
TO-HAVE LOST MY HEART
L TO HER...TO HAVE SQUAMN-
i /] DERED ALL. MY MONEY

MEANWHILE , OUTSIDE HIS HOUSE, KANNAG
WAS TALKING TO A FRIEND.[ 55t pANIC

| DREAMT THAT HE CAME Y TRuUST IN GODDE
Bchr:; TO ’:EABUT@'EE il PARVATI.SHE

TOOK ME AWARY T ™ WILL PROTECT Y(
LAND AND...AND THEN
WAS LOST, e i

---------------

SUDDENLY —

MISTRESS, THE

MASTER IS

COMING THIS

WAY. HE LOOKS

SAD. :
J |

KANNAG! RAN INDOORS AND
WAITED FOR HER MUSBAND. 5
SO0N AS HE CANIE IN - 3

A FOOL TO HAVE
LEFT YOU,

[

KANNAGI, | WAS /

10



GODDESS F”HF::VHTI
HAS BEEMN KIND

;—-.
LI%E_EE// — T — .

| WILL NEVER
NEGLECT YOuU

.

/ MY LORD, | STILL HAVE
MY ANKLETS ~THE LAST
OF MY JEWELS. WE CAN
SELL ONE OF THEM.

L NEED SOME
APITAL TO START
WY BLISINESS
AGAIN .

1

0\

IT WILL FETCH A BETTER
PRICE IN THE MARKETS J---"“"wh{.||
OF MADURAI LS

E:-D H!!’:HLI ,;_" .g;':

AS YOU WISH,
MY LORD. YOU

am——wrer B H o
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| EARLY , THE NEXT MORNING ,THEY SET OUWT FOR MADURAI. TOWARDS EVENING
- L4 F" -

| CAN'T WALK
ANY MOEE , MY

LORD.LET USs KEST
FOR A WHILE..

.

' - HOW MUCH 1 H
e MADE YOU SUFFE

| AM SORRYA

TERRIBLY SORR

HOW COULD | HAVE EVER
V’ : FORSAKEN THIS G000 WOMA
DON'T sAY W FOR THAT DANCER ! As 00N A
THAT. YOU HAVE - | EARMN SOME MONEY, ! SHALL
COME BACE TO MAKE AMENDS . SHE SHALL

\ ME. | AM HAPPY. / 8 NEVER KNOW PAIN AGAIN.




IE NEXT MORNING -

OME , KANNAGI], THERE
& A TEMPLE MNEAR BY, LET
HUS PRAY TO THE 60D-

DESS THERE. y !
E e
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THE TEMPLE - ‘

15 THE ARRATI® NO, NOT YET. YOU
OVER ¥ ARE JUST INM TIME.
_--_'_'-'-.""|
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THE GODDESS £~ & ~6 & : \
. THE GODDE .,:.r ] ‘ffl'rp.th.j1= . :'3 ey SHE SEEMS TO © | -
AR ey BE UNDER A FAS 2 -
* ’ DIVINE TRAMNCE. -
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-
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CONCLLIDING RITE IN RITUAL WORSHIP




KOVALAN AND KANNAGY STEPPED FORWARD TO MAKE | ' SHE 1S5 POINTING TO YOU.
OBEISANCE TO HER . SUDDENLY=— . | WONDER. WHAT SHE
— < 15 GOING TO SAY. !

TDI.J---HRE
DESTINED TO BE
A GODDESS IN :
THE LAND OF B
A THE PANDYAS, &

7f)

KOWVALAN WAS HAPPY BUT KANNAGIS MEART WAS FILLED YOU SHOULD
WITH A VAGLIE DREAD . SHE REMEMBERED MER DREAM. BE .THE GODDES

=
AFRAID OF THE N _ e
FUTURE,

BETTER
DAYS LIE
AHEAD OF U5,
COME,LET US
HASTEN TO
MADLIKAL




I MADLIRAI—

NHAT A BIG CITY !
FEEL LOST HERE,

YOU ARE SO TIMID.
COME , LET ME FIND
SOME GOOD PEOPLE
IN WHOSE CARE
| CAN LEAVE YOU.

B

{

REASE DOMN'T LEAV
_' AND GO AWAY.
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BUT | HAVE TO 60 ‘=
TO THE MARKET TO =8
SELL THE AMNKLET




I ANY MADALAMN . YOUuI _ARE
WELCOME TO MAEE MY
HUMBLE HOME YOULIRS,

EOVIALAN APPROACHED A KIND-LOOKING COUPLE, 1

SIR, MY NAME 15 KOVALAN.| AM A STRANGER
TO THIS CITY. | SEEK YOUR. HELFP
AND HOSPITALITY. - -

T

ID‘:._F“T T LEAVE ME,
p MY LORD. | AM
AF "‘”l_.]

THEY WENT TO MHDHL AN'S HUH'::E

> JF WHHT
¢ KANNAGIY THEY N
' ARE 600D PEOPLE. |
" YOU'LL BE SAFE /

¢

L. WITH THEM.

THANK. YOU, SIK.
MY WIFE 15 TIRED.

,:. "!_HI

|H"

ABOUT YOURSELF
TOMORROW, 572

GO MOw  JlE= )
HHD REST. =
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NOU CAN TELL ME HL)
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{ WORK. AT THE S
BTHAT'S YOUR. \ oo, oIR. i
BRY. 6O TO » SIR.

PLL FINISH
R KING . HE - - ]
L HELP You. g M ©O- 48
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I'LL. BE BACK
S00MN , KANNAGI.

,---.‘, y -

2%

N
| AM NERVOUS, 1

MY LORD:AND ==
FRIGHTENED. MFY W =
GOD BE WITH

~OLL

&GO STRAIGHT FOR TWO
MILES, THEN TURN TO
THE RIGHT AMND ~YOu
WILL COME TO THE
STREET WHERE THE
GOLDEMITHS LIVE
AND WORKE.

IR, CAN YOU TELL
i€ WHERE | CAN
D A GOLDSMITH 'S e

OVALAN BEGAN
FLKING IN THE
RECTION TOWARDS
THE MAN
Bl POINTED.

il

" R Y. |
h /".-T -

i

w.




WHEN MHE REACHED THE STREEF OF THE GOLDSMITHS—

SL #2E SIR, DO YOu KNOW ANYONE
S #g'd| WHO WOULD LIKE TO BUY
D e THIS ANKLETE THAT MAN
L\Ll WOULD. HE IS
| a T .1\ THE QUEEN’S
lj '1||'i | GOLDSMITH, LS
= i \% = i
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| WOULD L | 1779 EXACTLY LIKE THE QUEEN'S
LIKE TO TN | ANKLET ! THE ONE MY WIFE HAS B
SELL THIS N P N | YEARNING FOR.
HNF;LET- - S - 11 :I.... PLEHE’E .
| { WAIT HERE Y
=i WHILE | b,
/ =] VALUE IT.
= .1---.1_., ‘-' -‘"‘i"—..'
= 1.':J "Fr
il
7\
:'-_I.. .‘:i f

’LL GIVE THE
QUEEN’S ANKLET
TO MY WIFE...AND
RETURMN THIS ONE
TO THE QUEEN, 2
SAYING THAT THIS. | Yoe

STRANGER TRIED

T STEAL 17T,
o —




'T LET THIS wHY ARE YOU
N OuT OF i 50 EXACITED,
R SIGHT. - MASTER?Y - ..-L
: | _%:: M
JT | \. 1|
.l .Il:ll
| o \ /
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|
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| SUSPFECT HIM OF
STEALING THE QUEEN'S
AMKLET. | AM 6OING
O THE KING.

d STAR SHINES

TODAY. BUT I'VE
SOLD MY SOUL TQ
THE DEVIL . 50
WHATY




| BROUGHT BACK THE ANKLET BECAUSE GOOD WORKE . LET THE
IT WAS NOT SAFE IN MY HOLISE . A THIEF BE TAKEMN
THIEF TRIED TO STEAL IT BUT AWAY AND BEHEADED,
P | CAUGHT HIM
= AND RE- J :
TRIEVED IT, i
£ .
Ly
(¢ =
L
£t
-.d-_'!' \ ] -E' -
: 5 -
N 2 k.
1. F b
1A% o l
¥ . |
g.—
4 ' 7 4 -
e " ENE \
"i]* o -II-I | _.I.I'Il |
' Agh dudlde %:f IIII- ||.
9 E;" 'y
S |
/
A LITTLE LATER — {CGME,“?‘DLJ RASCAL
~NOU HAVE AN EYE

ITS A PITY
THAT THE
FELLOW HAS
TO DIE

WELL...

FOR THE BEST,
DON'T YOU?
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HE HAS SUCH ISN’T HE

A MOBLE FACE. MHDHLHTE
YWHY DID HE 4 GUEST ¢«
| MUST GO

AMND TELL HIm

lE MAN RLISHED TO MADALAN’S HOU SE -
e = DEAD < WHAT
A YOUR GUEST HAPPENEDY

P 15 DE AD. y AP

EWAS BEHEADED. THE
NG'S ORDER.S. MHE
THE QUEEN"S

e o POOR KANMNAGI,
- SHE HAS
FAINTED.




KANNAG! WAS| MY HUSBAND,
REVIVED BY A THIEF? IS
THE. KIND I\ THE KING MAD?
MADAL AN
AND HIS
WIFE,

IF 1 AM A PURE WOMAMN,
MY HUSBAND WILL SPEAK
TO ME WHEMN HE SEES ME,

{ SPEAK TOY
_ MY LORDI

SHE HAS WROLIGHT &
A MIRACLE.

"LOOK THE
SEVERED HEAD |
HAS JOINED

THE BODY!

KOVALAN KANNAGI, WHY DO YOU
SPOKE =it LOOK SO SAD 2YOU'LL
TO HER., | #2 JOIN ME SOON.

THEN HE DED IN MER ARMS.




YOUR KING |15 A MURDERER.,
THIS ANKLET WILL PROVE
KOVALAMN'S INMOCEMNCE.

IE CROWD S FOLLOWED EANNAG! AS

. ; HER HUSBAND
WE CHARGED TOWARDS THE PALACE, [}

COULD NEVEE |

BE AMHIEF, 4/

T
& B [ WHAT A NOBLE
' WOMAN |

— _—
Py

OR PURE WOMEN IN THIS
REALMZ WHY DIDN’T THEY J
SAVE MY HUSBANDY /

ARE THERE NO WISE ME N)




AT LAST SHE REACHED THE GATES OF THE FALACE.

LT A

~»O AND TELL YOUR KING
THAT A WOMAN SEEKS
JUSTICE .HER. HUISBAND

HAS BEEMN KILLED UMNJUSTLY.

W o | vy
| B CUR <ING HAS | THE WRATH OF

RS, CLUNDERED. &4 THE 60DS WILL

Qi = femr e . BE ON YOU.
.tﬁltmm.f;'f-_;j :
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AW MY LORD, A NOBLE
WOMAN 1S5 AT THE
:.1._._‘ '-EIHTE.J SHE SAYS
,ii B HER HUSBAND HAS
E:EEH KILLED
UNJUSTLY. 4

7 LET HER IN. I’LL SEE
THAT JUSTICE 1S
: : WHO 15 SHE?

| HAVE COME. FROMN THE CHOLA
KINGDOM ; FAMED FORLITS
UNERRING JUSTICE,TO A

KINGDOM WHERE SO0 —

i' ||II i

e |

rrlll Il TG0 -"[

JUSTICE SEEMS 4
TO BE UM - o
ENOWN, 2

MY INNOCENT HUSBAND TRIED TO
SELL AN AMKLET.SOMEONE CALLED
HIM A THIEF AND YOUW, D UNJUST 4
KING, BEHEADED HIM WITHOUT J_,f’”




50 YOu ARE THE THIEF’S wir e, YUY 4L MY GOL
HE STOLE THI®, MY QUEEN’S ANKLET Hf
GOLD ANKLET WHICH HAS - B DI AMOND!
PEARLS INSIDE. ] : INSIDE . HER
e b 19 THE SECOH
WS oy OF THE PAIR
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SHE TOOK THE ANELET FROM THE EING AND BROKE
IT. THE DIRMOND S LAY SCATTERED ON THE FLOOR,
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1 AT HAVE | DONE ! | HAVE
LLED AN INNOCENT

ERCOME BY MIS SENSE OF |

YLT, THE KING FELL DEAD.

! I lel. ' 1“\ i
b

FOR. A CHASTE

W / WOMAN THERE 1S NO
\ LIFE AFTER THE
DEATH OF HER HUSBAND.
| WILL FOLLOW HIM,

[ EANNAGI™S ANGER. WAS
[ APPERSED . SHE REACHED

5 TIF | AN THE CHASTE WIFE OF HHJ

b i INNOCENT MAN,LET THIS /53

CURSED CITY BURN TO r&,

ASHES IN THE S

FLAMES OF My

R

! ) W'EHTH.

el




LET THE OLD, THE
DISABLED AMND THE
CHILDREN BE
SPARED.

s

'''''




£ GODDESS OF MADURAI CAME DOWN,

i

"fi;%harm ME,
O EANMNAGL.
THE KING WAS
NOT AT FALILT.

: o
1S YOLUR.
I5BAND'S SN
A PREVIOUS
BTH THAT HAS
ROUGHT ABOUT
TRAGEDY.




“KOVALAN WAS ONE OF THE PANDYA KING'S SOLDIERS.

:;:;1,11 HE BROUGHT ABOWT THE DERTH OF AN INNOCENT MANMN. ..
ﬁ iE B )
oo : ]
e | /._
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ol A=V
<Y ADE
v .-"""! v P o
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¢ - — " e v v ~ ¥
“ WHOSE WIEFE CLIRSED HIM! \

IF | AM THE PLURE WIFE OF AN

L NOUR WIFE SHALL KNOW
\ THE PAIN THAT 1S
— NOW OURS. |

BLESS U9,
0O 60ODDESS.
RELEASE US
FROM THE THROES
OF THIS CLIRSE,

30




%) “ou wiLL co 1o "\ [As sromiseD BY THE
QI HEAVEN WITH YOUR. | | GODDESS, KOVALAN

N e HUSBAMND.HE WiLL CAME DOWYY IN A WINGED

COME DOWN AND

TAKE YOU.MADURAI

WILL BE REBUILT.

. Py, p_;-;
A‘N ﬁ'li"" ._.I‘_l-.'n_, *}

.._]el*l-"‘ ] I.r .

,:,;;:."; "L '|'It YO
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KANNASI ; WE ARE NQWY
FREE OF ALL EARTHLY
PAINS AND PLEASURES,




YEARS [ATER,TEMPLES WERE BUILT TO HONOUR THE DIVINITY OF _'i
KANNAS!., EVEN TO THIS DAY PEOPLE WORSHIF HER. .

_ o \ | |




