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Karna

The Mahabharata is a gallery of heroes and Kama is the most heroic
of them. Fate denied him all his dues, But he fought and achieved all
that a man could aspire to have,

He was as much a Pandava prince as any of the other five. Bur he

_never knew his lineage. At last when he knew it, he could not but
disown it.

He was brought up as a commoner and therefore humiliared.
Teachers would not teach him. His equals shunned him. He received
no honour despite his valour bur he never lost heart. Duryodhana, the
Kaurava prince, offered him kingship. For this act of kindness, he
remained loyal ro Duryodhana till the very end.

AMAR CHITRA KATHA means good reading.

Dver 78 milion coples soid so far.
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Ram HUNTIBHOUA , OF THE (L

WADAVA FRACE o HAL NO CHILDREN . S0 HE
ADOPTED PRITHA o HIS IVIECE o AND .,

=



OME Oy SAGE DURVASA , FEARED FOR HIS VIOLENT TEMPER L
AND HAZO TO FLEAGE . WSITED RAJA KUNTIBHOUA ,

H | HE R
S 4 Y VENERABLE SAGE |
B ——— N I WILL BE ouR
GUEST. LOOK

FOR A FULL YEAR KUNT! LOOKED AFTER THE S46E |\ A5
CAREFULLY 5 FATIENTLY AND VT DEVOTION - A
! AN BLAD THE vEaR.
/S ALMOST COME )

| WILL GIVE YOU A PIVINE
MANTRA®. IT WILL ENABLE YOU
TO CALL UPON ANY GO0 TO
COME AND BLESS YOU WITH A
SON WHO 15 IN EVERY WAY




AS SOON AS DLRASA (EFT —

! WONDER [F T REALLY ]
'(;WQ. oM S e
LORD SURYA SYIES
AT ME . { WILL CALL HiM
DOWWs,

BUT SURSA

COULL NOT GO, AS
THE SFPELL OF THE
MANTEA HELD Him.
AND KARNA WAS

dsaau,mp THE

WA AND THE
KUNDALAS— A
&GFT ARROM HiS




AH T DEAR SON, FORGIVE

—~ % ME. [F | EVER SEE YOU

AGAIN 5 WILL | HAVE
miE STRENGTH TO

o | . P
\ ACANOWLEDGE
\ YOU THEN?

| AURTHER OOWN THE RIVER A CHILDLESS CHARIOTEER
' ADHIRATHA SAW THE BASKET AND (LOOKED INTO /T -

AH | WHAT
A BEAUTIFUL
CHILD, ABANDONED
BY SOME HEART-
LESS MOTHER,
NO POUBT.

LET US CALL '\ HE SHALL BE
HIM VASUSHENAY ' RADHEYA , DEAR WIFE -

OF THE RADHEYA THE SON
KAVACHA AND OF RADHA .
HUN%MG




KARNAS EARLY CHILPHOOL
WAS A HAPPY OVE .

KINTE MEANWHILE HADP MARKRIED
KING PANDY OF HASTINAPUKA 5
WHO RULED THE KINGDPOM FOR
OLiIND BROTHER
HRITARASHTRA «

MHIG

BUT KING PANDU BECAUSE OF A 8U7 oNE Bay— |/ o not
CURSE COULD NOT HAVE CHILDREN. GRIEVE, MY LORD,
SO MHE RETIRED WITH Mid TWO %ﬁﬁfﬁogggﬁ | KNOW
QUEENS, KUNTI AND MADRI, TO A s OF A WAY OUT
QUIET LIFE IN THE HIMALAYAS. VOUR CHILDLESs/L BUT | HAVE NOT

TOLD YOU
ABOUT IT-

STATE |




(AT THE MELE OF THE MANTIZA, KUNTT AND MADIT 1430 y /7
SIVE SONS IN ALL = THE IRNDAD RNCES, ey

_,l'"-

WHEN (DWW DIED  MALRY BURNT MERGELE N THE FUNERAL PR .
HUNTT TEXOK THE FIE FRYNCES , UG THIRA (5O OF DHARMAYD, B L MA
(SO OF WAL, ARIUNA (50N OF INDEA), NAKILA AND GAHADE VA (GOoVT

CF THE ASUING TWINS ), 70 HASTINAPUEA .

REVERED UNCLE

BN EHEESHMA, AND WIGE

VIDUKEA, | LEAVE THE

- FATHERLESS S0ONG
Of PANDLU IN

FW{ vour CARE,
il fptishada

ALl BROUGHT UP,AS THE
1/ HEIRG OF PANDL,
'-ij ALONG WITH THEIR
AR COUBING THE
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[ Flewm THE BEGINAVING A BITTER
RIUALIY SERAAKT LA BIE TWEEN TH
CONINIG . THE KARAKA  TRINCEY
WERE LINHAIYAY.

 OUR 2 oueemn
COUBING HAVE ) ( 7TORMENT S Me
COME AND W TH(
OPOILT f Y WCRONI
OUR LIFE, _f-'/ AN HALNTS

(AL KARND WO OPTIN CAME
7O MHASTINALLIGA WATCHELD -
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DRONACHARA , MAGTER I T1E |
PRINCELY ARTS, TALIGMT TIE
PRINCED,

C,w INA"S apst "2
N WECHERY /6
UNWATCMHED BY AN

~

CF (/9. [ FEAR THOs

AARNA TO0 OECAME
AT UYL « PLST~

Z MHE 19 PARTIAL TO

( ALLSINVA . ME -
" WL VEVER LET

(iﬂ' GURLAGE LM .
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SURU, PLEASE

IS ONLY MEANT
FOR BRAHMANAS,
AND HIGH-BORN
KSHATRIVAS.
| CANNOT TEACH IT TO
YOU— A CHARIOTEERS

g

BRAHMASTRA./ [

e

Iy x L
.—"—"_ﬁ_“ L-—_- "
.,.‘-’3'?‘;13.1*.- o

TEACH ME me\ / THE BRAHMAGTRA |

PARASHURAMA , THEY SAY, HATES
KSHATRIYAS . | WILL GO TO MM
IN THE GUISE OF A BRAMMAN .

ME IS SURE TO ACCELT ME
AS His PUPIL .

WHEN HE REACHED THE ASHIEAM
OF THE GREAT SAGE —

FPARASHURAMA WAS UERY FOND OF
NS BRIGHT PUFYL .

A2 YOUR

KSHATRIVA -
PUPIL - ’

| AM A COME, MY SON . YOU ARE NOW
BRAHMAN LAD.)/ | AM WILLING TO READVY FOR THE
PLEASE TEACH ANY WORTHY MASTER WEAPON
ACCEPT ME YOUTH, WHO IS NOTA

-THE BRAHMASTRA.




THEN ONE DAY WHILE ARASHIUCAMA WHEN THE SAGE MAOKE UP AND SAW
WAS LESTING WATH HIE HEAD OV THE BLOOD ~

B SARNA S AF YOU HAVE DECEIVED ME -
EA AT HOW THE L/TTLE ONLY A KSHATRIYA
INBECT STINGS. BUT CAN BEAR SUCH PAINTO
,f WL NOT ovsTuRs PROTECT ANOTHER.
in“ N YOUR REST, BELOVED \_TELL ME THE TRUTH |

Y4 masTer. sLeer -

AKARNA CONFESSED. THE ENRAGED SAGE CURSED KARNA.

| AM THE SON OF
ADHIRATHA,
THE CHARIOTEER,
A SUTAPUTRA .
FORGIVE ME,SIR.

FOR DECEIVING YOUR
GURU, YOUR
KNOWLEDGE WILL

FAIL YOU WHEN YOU
NEED (T mMOST §
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WHAT KARNA HAD HEARD
WAS TRUE.

&Y wou ARE
READY FOR AN
EXHIBITION AND

ST DS |
- - 3 ]

i e e T T s
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AFTER A CONVSULTATION WITH TMHE
R’UA‘?U EH?EES THE 5349’ WAS FIXED.




SUPDENLY THERE WAS A COMMOTION. AND ALl EYES WERE TURNED TOWARDS
THE ENTEANCE - A FIGURE ENTERED ON THE SCEAE— (T WAS KARNA -
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KARNR RAS OUECUNEIMED BY TMS
| RELOOME FXOM DURNVOORANA .

E000D KING ALL | ASK
5 YOUR LOVE

AND THE OPPORTUNITY

TO MEET DRONA"S

AS ARSUNA WAS SETTING READY ,
ARIP , A TEACHER N THE KURU
REACE , STEPPED FORWIARD .

Y1
MY GLORY HIAS SiofT - 18
i CVED. HOW SHALL 7 y.
| ANSWER 1M P K |

PARENTAGE - OUR PRI
FIGHT ONLY WITH HiS g
EQUAL IN E!FZTH AND S

wmm»w?ﬁmwm/ﬁ% WO ABANDONED Me

O HEARTLESS MOTIER -+ .'

AT BIRTH « WHO AM 1P




| SUST THEN ADLIRATIA
| MALKED FEEBLY TO-
w&ﬁ THE STAGE . =

|
| BHEEMA SUDOTEARY RORCED
| WYTX APSEMENT -

§ SO SUTAPUTRA! s0
DRIVE YOUR cHARIOT!

s YOU AKE NOT
WORTHY OF
DEATH AT
L ARJUNA’S




AS THEY DROUVE AWAY N DURYOPHANAYS CLARIOTN —

7T 15 STRANGE! OURYODHANA YOU HAVE NOT
! FEEL SAFE ,_~ BEFRIENDED ME IN VAIN - | WiLL
RO THE KL ARJUNA 1IN SINGLE
PANDAVAS, AL READY. ) COMBAT ONE DAY/
WIK/AT POWER |

DOES THIS KARNA
HAVE THAT MAKES
ME FEEL BO P R ==

i g
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IN THE HEAVENS NDRA WAS |

IF KARMNA /8 PEPKIVED OF
MHIS KAVACHA AND KUNDALAS)
MY GON ARNHNA

|
- N NEED FEAR MO
'~ P o i MORTALE
D] |k AT

MY SON HAS MO
CHANCE./ MUST  §
WARN KARNA

INDRA ALLROACHED KARNA IN
THE GUISE OF A BRAHMAN.

| BEG FOR ALMS-Y
KARNA,LIT IS SAID,
REFUSES NOTHING
TO THOSE WHO ASK.
| WANT YCUR
KAVACHA AND

SURYA TRIED 70 WARN H/S
SON (N A DREAM -

LORD INDRA WILL VRSN
TRY TO TAKE LR
ADVANTAGE OF YOUR KSN
GENEROSITY. DO :
NOT PART WITH
YOUR KAVACHA
AND KUNDALAS




DESOITE SURYA'S BMENINGS ,
KARNA , THE CENEROUS, PARTED
RITE THE KARCHA AND KUNDALAS.

MY LORD, | KNOW WHO
YOU ARE AND WHY YOU
ARE HERE.VYET, | GIVE
10 VOU MY VERY LIFE.
NEVER LET IT BE <aID
THAT KARNA REFUSED
ANVONE ANYTHING. .

|

£ }QL
I
\

INDRA WAS ToUCHED.

IN RETURN
| GRANT Vou my
MASTER WEAPON
SHAKTL, BUT You may
R USE IT ONLY ONeE.

S

THE PANDAWMS MEANWIMILE ST

HOPED FOR A PEACEFUL SETTIEMENT

KRISHNA, I WILL 2 = s
HE DEPENDS ON
IF WE cAN TRY TO
B AN 7O WIN IT FOR,
AVOID WAR, CONVINGCE T /S TIME RARNA
D BE THE KAURA- S/
b\ VAS TO GIVE
N YOU YOUR

! HAVE FAILED!
DURYODHANA /9




KE@J’M@ WENT 7O KARNA AND TOLD HiM
THE STORY OF MG BUTH  WHEN HE

MED —
i [ COME WITH ME.| WILL MAKE
YOU A GREAT EMPEROR .YOU
WILL HAVE FIVE POWERFUL

BROTHERS AND A
| MOTHER WHO LONGS

KARNA WAS /N A TERRIBLE
FREDICAMENT -

DURYODHANA"S LOVE IS WHAT
| VALUE MOST IN MY UFE -
30 IF YOU REALLY HAVE
MY INTEREST AT HEART
PROMISE ME THAT YOU
WILL KEEFP THE SECEET
OF My BIRTH TILL
| DIE .

HIEN KUNTI HEARD TaAT

ARISHNAS TALKSHAD FAILED,
SHE WAS FULL OF GRIEF.

/ /ST NOW TELL |
KARNA WAHO HE /5.
THE WAR MAY YET
BE AVERTED -

19

SHE WENT TO KARNA WHEN HE HAS AT
THE END OF HIS MIDDAY PRAYVERS.

MY MOTHERF
HERES WHAT




|

FATMER, JOING
ME IN MY BEQUEST.

W O RELATED O AR T
.»'-"-’.f'i_h."b

n!la

JVEN LORD
e lh.“.;f-f'\ SO

Mﬂl i U W 5

ME

CHARMA .

W Al ERATTIY AN PUEADED
TR AENAER O FRGT S BRYTH -

F WHAT YOL) Ak
o 0O 14
L ACAINGT My

BUT HE WOULD mu LET irel
Mﬂ?ﬂ#ﬁ”ﬂ“thﬂ g G0 W ;wm

| WILL FIGHT AcAiNeT
YOUR SONG.MY BROTHERS™

BUT | WILL NOT KILL AN
EXCEPT ARJUNA.YOU SHALL

AL HAVE FIve SONS AL IV
L\\ AND [ MW MONOUIR.

AMH ELEED ORI DAL LEFT

A RN RINED FEELVES.

fVe’ti‘ {-"ﬂ'}H H#M Ff" (f‘ﬂn"T (o &”r’h‘f&ﬂ
1 AWMU WIFEN KARNA JEARD FRAT

2o

W WEAT TO EXACHEM AN .

BHECEMA  HAY NEVER LIKED
ME AND | WILL NOT TAKE
ORDPERS Feom §
| WILL ENTER ' :
THE FIELD ONDR
WEIEN HE FAQ :
FALLEN «




AND 8O THE BATTLE OF KURUKSHETRA S
BECANE A REALITY . 1T LATTED FOR e
W LONG [AYE . MANY VALINT MEN y lp}l«_;_ L’: f =
WERE LOFT 0N ELTMER SI0F « THE -H ; Fi‘rr?I}:%'lrEE}qu: E-‘Eltlh?ro
VENERABLE COMMANDER BHEEGHMAs | [ 0™t eeD 13y YOU - JET l
QF THE KRAURA ARMIED, EELL ON THE | [ "UAVE COME TO PAY MY
TENTH DAY HE FELL OV A - BED OF CESPECTS TO VOU ANDL
ARG~ BTICKING T FROM HIE o ASl TOR WOUR
N ARMOUKE « KARMA HAD ALWAYE BitaoiNGs .
LONGED FOR THE GRANDIIREY o
LOVE. WHEN HE MEARD THAT ME
LAY WONDED, KARNA KUSHED T0
T&E P07

-

1’)




DEAR KARNA ! | KNEW WHO YOU WERE.
VOUR FIRM LOVALTY TO DURYODHANA
15 YOUR CHOSEN DHARMA.MAY
YOU LEAD HIS FORCES TO
VICTORY ! GO FIGHT YOUR
FATED ENEMIES.

’ ,..-—-: e : =

B hara el
N A HURRIED COUNCH T WS pecioep | [N 1+ 5 BEST THAT
THAT DRONA SHOULD NOW COMMAND S DRONA LEAD US. LET
THE KAURAUA FORCES. | Sl THERE BE NO

1 JEALOUSY AMONG
\ OUR HEROES AT

| DID HOPE THAT




AND B0 THE BATTLE RAGED ON. T WAS THE FOURTEENTH DAY KAENA HM"{
ENGAGED N FIGHTING BUEEMA. KARBNA COULD EASHLY HAVE KILLED HIM, BT

FORGIVE ME,DURYODIANA -
| HAVE BHEEMA AT MY )
MERCY BUT I CANNOT KILL

| HIM. | HAVE PROMISED MY
MOTHER . Al I ARIJUNA COMES
7O DEFEND BHEEMA. | AN

THAT DAY THE BATTLE CONT/IANUED INTO THE NIGHT. THISG RAS LUCKY FOR BHEEMAS

¥ KItL THAT FELLOW
7 IMMEDIATELY, KARNA. .
OR ELSE OUR WHOLE

ARMY WILL BE

i

VANQUISHED- 8

SON GHATOTKACHA AND HIS RAKSHASA FORCES.FOR RAKSHASAS ARE STRONG ~

EST AT NIGHT.
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| v T4E FETEENTI DAY OF
| TRE BATTLE , DRONA WAS
| AN AND TRE KA
HEROES GPOKE AS OVE
| BV FANOUR GF KARAMA
| AS TREES AEXT

| COMMANDER.

.
-

THE INDESTRUCTIBLE
KARNA SHALL BE THE

| KARNA.,YOU HATE }
| THE PANDANAS AS )

MUCH As | DO.
| 1 AWM SURE OF
[ OUR VICTORY
NOW . i

LA0NA WAS SLAD THAT KE
| COLLD AT LAST BERY Nrs
SELOVED KIAE -

/ ] WILL LEAD
! OUR FORCES TO

| VICTORY, W kingl
ARJUNA SHALL
DIE AT MY

|
l

il 4
! !
; HANDS .

T —




»S AWM D. BE
PROUD THET SR
FOUGMT A DuLEl
BT KARNA MO
SO MORE TO

AR NE NI TAsE
CARE F
AESELF,

PSS FAERSE S PR

" 3 'i -_.gcr -"';_ﬁ"(' ,.‘._' .’;f;

L £ a2 T . - -
LMWL g - .

f»‘:l,'-/".“:

CFIILA AT S Moy

-
-y

. — — - -
& o ; ¥ = .
& J- F F. Ar}_‘('f; *&/ﬁr)‘;’r idE
%
; ' ( ME . O THE SILAME

o= 77 /

kWLED

N

ALY .‘F‘ \\

S THE SkiLL OF KRIGHNA | 455

. -~
':+ -e g P

11
. il e e
{’3‘——'..5/ OTEER , THAT KEEPS HIM

ol
LY YO CAAR LS

CONVINGCE SMALYA TO BE




HE TOSSED ABOUT BESTIESSY .
7 RS A OWTFICLET ABGHT FOR

ALY . Ry I gy el
/——
/ RN
f s TP‘/ IO ) M=

FIGKHT AND S8R /-
UDHISHTIHIRA 700.
MOTHEDZ EKIWNT? ;
MUST KROW HOW //

!/ KEPT »Y =
PEOWGE . _48
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| THE NEXT DAY KARNA HAD MIS WISH TO ENGAGE
| WENASHTHIRA IN SINGLE COMBAT.

—— e
| SPARE YOUR LIEE,

YUPHISHTHIRA . vou
CAN NEVER KiLL ME

IN SINGLE COMBAT.
LEAVE YOUR SUPER)-
ORS TO THEIR

HUMILIATION , HE COLD |

AOT WAIT TO ATTACK

KARNA . HE 500N HAD
THE CHANCE .

-

HE FIGHTS LIKE A
KINE « IT /5 MHARD TO
BELIEVE THAT ME 15




MY MEMORY FAILS ME .
! AN o DE*4) ! TA Iy
WI/KAS OF TMHE GEEAT

[ARASIIRAMA [

—

| WHILE HE JUMPED DOWA
AND TRIED 7D LORAG 17
| OU74 ARJUNA WAS AT AN
ADUANTAGE . PARASHURAMA S
| CURSE HAD TAKEN EFFECT.

r

25 ' —
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WIHEN AAENA WA TS WELFLE 985 AR NNA,
WITH  NEIGHNA"S PRCOMPTING

o BT AN AEROW JHAT OEVELRELD THE MHEAD

THE CFREAT HESND FROM 118 LEAUTIFLH. IR/

-

—

THE CURSE OF THE ARALWAN
HAL NI BIEEN IN VAN .
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WIHEN KON AR (W .-tmmf-;[ C ALTER THE FAT [ THE TR /Y
| LA ' | FANDIAVAS FTEETIIEMELD THE AT
. J'f :‘,c | I f - 9
DEAR S (AR, OOV ) SOV N THe LA

! CAS] WX eV A R
MDD HWHIE EATH [ AN
1T LANMEANT A
FRIAT L

s -

d

. I

| WL HAVE T / J
!

!

CECHIRAGE 8 GEAN)
I N ON 178 ]
JOLRNEY A L

( BELITE U )

4k« Y, o
;;Y'r. BIETH P )
‘¥

-
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ST Wi/
Sl ALY | i)
T FOR EARNAD
KAENA OUR A |
CNEMY, KARNA TIHF |
CHAEB KT L
S !

i

MIGT AS SASOHITHTIHIBA  HAD EAGED
WITH THE (AST (IS ERING 700
THEIR  KINGMEA) =~
WAIT ! THEET 15
AL MO
LEF T,

WO 16 1T
FTHAT | HAVI
FORGOTTEN P




KUNT! THEN BEOKE OOWN ] [ THE SUN SMILED - BACH O ;;,;T
AND TOLD HER TALE . ! PANDAUAS REMEMBERED iyg |

e e e e OV ENCOUNTER WITH THE

| DEAD BROTHER AND THiER

| HEARTS REACHED CUT T 1y

-—

-

RIS AR WD MNAD {OWGED |
O LOUE , PECOGATION AND

A SOOD RANE , WaLE HE LIVED,
DECUEED TIESKE , [IKE MAS/
AT MUN WTER MW O Y

B S O .
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