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Why This Book?

The RSS, nowadays, is often in news. Despite being opposed
by many, the RSS’s work is consistently growing in expansion and
influence in the society. The detractors are relentlessly putting new,
false, baseless, fabricated allegations on RSS. Interviews explaining
RSS'’s views on different contemporary issues were published in
renowned dailies like Navabharat Times, The Economic Times,
Hindustan Times, Times of India, Live Mint and Punjab Kesari during
the period January to October 2016. Acompilation of these in a booklet
form may help the reader to know exact opinions and stand of RSS on
different contemporary issues. However, as these interviews were
published in different publications at different times, there are chances
of repetition in questions or answers. Nevertheless we are publishing
them as they had appeared.

- Publisher
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Nothing anti-India
should be tolerated

Opposition parties are increasingly targeting the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), which is the ideological
mothership of the Sangh Parivar. Inside and outside Par-
liament, the Congress and the Left have squarely blamed
the RSS for many of the controversies - including the sui-
cide of Dalit scholar Rohith Vemula and the standoff in the
Jawaharlal Nehru University - that have enveloped the
Narendra Modi government. Dr. Manmohan Vaidya, All
India Prachar Pramukh of the RSS, defends his
organisation and dismisses accusations against it as
"frivolous and false". Edited excerpts from an exclusive
interview with Praveen S Thampi :-

Ever since the BJP came to power in New Delhi, the
RSS is being dragged into every controversy ranging
from the JNU issue to a student’s suicide in the
university of Hyderabad. Political leaders such as
Rahul Gandhi and student leaders of JNU all accuse
the RSS of having a hidden agenda that they say is
being carried out by the ABVP and the Central
government. How do you respond to these allegations?

The Congress, the Left parties and their leaders, even
when they were in power, were consistently opposing and
defaming the RSS over frivolous and false premise.
Whenever they were in trouble they would blame the RSS



10 | RSS Interviews

now and then. But the people of Bharat began to see
through their lies and stopped believing them. There is
nothing new about it. All these allegations are unfounded
and false.

When the ministry of humun resource development
instructed all central university campuses to fly the
national flag, the political stand adopted by its critics
was to ask if the RSS flew the Tricolour in its office.
What do you have to say to this?

To fly the national flag compulsory in government
funded institutions is purely the government’s decision.
Where does the RSS come into the picture? The national
flag by the way, has been hoisted on Independence Day
and Republic Day at the RSS headquarters by its senior
functionaries.

Does the RSS feel it is better to reach out to people
directly through its new outreach programs, like the
IT Milans aimed at the new generation, than by replying
to political allegations?

The people of Bharat are aware of the lie behind such
political allegations. They know RSS through the discipline
and service of the Swayamsevaks. As a result, people’s
admiration, support and trust in the RSS is consistently
growing. The RSS has been working to organize the entire
society on the basis of a national character and discipline.
Reaching out to all sections of society is a natural process
of this mission. This has been going on since 1925. IT
Milans began due to the emergence and specificities of
the IT field. What has it got to do with political allegations?

You have clarified that the Sangh wants to bring
change through social work and not through
government. But ever since this government has
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come to power, critics have been accusing the RSS
of implementing its ideological agenda through the
ministries of HRD and culture. How would you like to
respond to these critics?

In your question itself you have answered it all. When
you describe them as critics of the RSS, they are bound
to criticize the RSS even on false, baseless premise. The
BJP is a party with an ideology that reflects in its manifesto
that they had made public before the 2014 elections,
saying what they will do if voted to power. Now that the
people have voted them to power, they are implementing
their manifesto. Let them fulfill the promises they made
to the people.

The khaki shorts & white shirt Ganavesh (uniform)
has been the identity of the Sangh for a long time.
Reports hint that a new uniform that is more
contemporary is under consideration. Could you
please elaborate on this?

Actually, selfless service and discipline is the identity
of the Sangh Swayamsevak and they have been exhibiting
it whether they are in uniform or not in uniform. And they
will continue to exhibit the same (its core identity) even in
the new uniform, if it gets changed.

Regarding the JNU issue, do you think there should
be zero-tolerance towards anti-India sloganeering or
should we bring such fringe groups into the national
mainstream by reaching out to them proactively?
How do you view the whole controversy and the
government’s response to it?

Nothing anti- India should be tolerated. One should
differentiate between anti-India and anti-government. There
should be a process of dialogue, addressing the
grievances and attempting to change the mind. But talking
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about this particular case/instance, it is not just
sloganeering. Itis the mindset that is consistently nurtured
that leads to committing violence, or condoning violence,
or supporting violence and anti-national activities.

What are the main topics that would come up at the
Akhil Bhartiya Pratinidhi Sabha (ABPS) in Nagaur in
March?

The ABPS is our largest policy-making body that
meets annually, every March. This time, the ABPS will meet
on March 11 to 13 at Nagaur in Rajasthan. An annual report
of the organizational activities and achievements will be
presented by Sar Karyavah (General Secretary).
Participants will share some of their new experiments,
experiences, initiatives and observations. Annual planning
for the coming year will also be discussed. From mid-April
to June-end, there will be annual summer training camps
(around 70 camps) of 20 days’ duration throughout the
country. Detailed discussions about the planning of these
camps will be held there. Along with discussing the present
national scenario, some resolutions also will be taken up
for discussion at the ABPS.

(The Economic Times, Feb. 28, 2016)



We never thought of RSS
as a custodian of religion

Manmohan Vaidya, all India prachar pramukh of the RSS,
in conversation with Smriti Kak Ramachandran.

Does the Sangh Parivaar see itself as the
custodian/torchbearers of the Hindu society and
religion and why?

No. We never thought of the RSS as a custodian of
religion or anything. We only create awareness about our
ancient cultural values among people. Itis a false allegation
against the RSS, by those very people who pose
themselves as a custodian or savior of the entire society.
They see the RSS through the prism of religion.

What according to Sangh is its role in the present
Indian society?

The RSS basically is engaged in the work of character
building and organizing the entire society of the country.
Society needs people with integrity, character, discipline,
work culture, awareness and pride about our ancient
spirituality - based view of life. It needs people with a feeling
of love and a bond for all irrespective of caste, language,
way of worship et al. Only then can the country march
ahead, progress and prosper. Creating such people is the
role of Sangh and we are seeing more and more people
coming forward to do some social work, just out of this
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bond of love. Swayamsevaks are running more than
1,50,000 service projects throughout the country in the
fields of education, health, economic self reliance, self
protection and imparting cultural values (Shiksha,
Swasthya, Swavalamban, Suraksha and Sanskaar).

How far do you think the RSS’ social and religious
views matter to the common Indian.

The RSS does not work in religious arena. But the
cultural, social views and conduct of swayamsevaks in
society has resulted in growing credibility and
confidence about the RSS. This is the source of
widespread and consistent growth of the organisation.
All sections of the society welcome, accept, support and
trust RSS across Bharat.

Hinduism allows pursuing different disciplines and
beliefs within it. The importance given by the RSS to
the worship of Lord Rama or devotion to cows is
seen as an attempt to narrow down an essentially
diverse faith.

In RSS we have swayamsevaks who follow
different religious disciplines and beliefs (including
Christainity and Islam). Some may worship Lord Rama
as a deity but for many Lord Rama is an embodiment of
our cultural values and is adored by all irrespective of
one’s gender, caste, religion, language or province. The
cow has been the backbone of our prominently agrarian
society because of the medicinal importance of its milk,
urine and dung. It is becoming more relevant seeing the
menace created by excessive use of chemical fertilizers
and pesticides, resulting in the growing importance of
organic farming.

Even other countries are studying and accepting the
importance of Bharatiya breed of cows. It has nothing to
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do with faith. In Rajasthan there is a Muslim working for
cow protection and having a Gaushala.

Often the RSS and its affiliates like the VHP
underscore that Hinduism is under attack from other
religions? This, when the RSS says Hinduism is a way

The RSS has never blamed others and thinks that
we ourselves are responsible for the present condition of
Hindu society. Hence we are working amongst Hindus for
social transformation. But Hindus are attacked and
discriminated by people from a particular religion who think
that Hindus do not subscribe to the faith they believe in.
What happened to pandits in Kashmir, Riangs and
Chakmas in Mizoram? Their only fault was they were
Hindus and refused to convert. What has happened
recently in Malda , West Bengal? Somebody from UP said
something (allegedly blasphemous) some months ago. The
person is arrested and in police custody. Why were the
Hindus in Malda attacked, their shops burnt and property
looted? It happened only because Hindus are in minority
and the administration is biased.

The RSS was supposed to pass a resolution on
population imbalance. You had sought awider debate
on the Upamanyu Hazarika Commission’s report that
illegal migration from Bangladesh is threatening to
reduce the indigenous population of Assam.

Sarsanghachalak Mohan ji Bhagwat in his
Vijayadashami speech has already addressed this issue
stressing the need to have a national population policy that
looks at the total resources available and young hands
needed for our country after 50 years. We have discussed
this issue in our last national council meeting (ABKM) at
Ranchi in October 2015.
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BJP President Amit Shah recently said there is no
guestion of compromising the core ideology of Sangh
Parivar in any action of the central government or the
BJP. How much weight does the RSS pull in shaping
BJP’s policies?

| cannot speak on behalf of Amit Shah or BJP but |
think BJP as a party has its own ideology which is reflected
in its manifesto that BJP made public before the 2014
Parliamentary elections.

Bhaiyyaji Joshi said at the Pratinidhi Sabha that the
prosperous should not demand reservation and it has
to be seen if benefits of caste-based quotas have
reached the intended beneficiaries. This was followed
by the RSS saying it backs quotas for SC/ST/OBCs in
its current form. Is there pressure from the BJP to
not articulate the Sangh’s stand on reservation?

Unfortunately, social discrimination has been
practiced in Hindu society for centuries and it is based on
birth in a particular caste. Such sections were deprived of
the facilities and self-honor others were enjoying.
Reservations were provided for such class to bring them
at par with others. As long as there is social discrimination
practiced in our society, reservations should continue. We
all should work together to end caste-based social
discriminatory practices and create a ‘Samarasa Sama;’.
If the benefit of reservation has not reached the most
deserving section of the society even after more than 65
years of independence, we need to look into it and come
with some corrective measures to realize the vision of the
Constitution makers, at the earliest.

The RSS has passed resolutions for accessible,
affordable and quality healthcare and education, you
have flagged budget cuts for these welfare sectors;



RSS Interviews | 17

which are the other areas where you think the
government needs to focus more?

It is essential that quality education and healthcare
facilities be accessible and affordable to all. Not only the
government but social institutions, educational trusts and
social leaders also should take initiative for this. That was
the focus of the resolutions passed at the Pratinidhi Sabha
— 2016 in Nagaur (Rajasthan).

The RSS has been complaining that there has been a
surge in the attacks against RSS members. Your
comment.

It is really a matter of serious concern that RSS
members are attacked and killed mercilessly. In Kerala
one Sujith was assaulted and killed in front of his old parents
and family members by CPM goons. Recently a peaceful
protest march of BJP supporters was attacked with stones
and iron rods by CPM workers injuring 26 including ex. BJP
state president of Kerala V. Muralidharan. What is shocking
is no political party and so-called ‘torch bearers of humanity’,
votaries of freedom of expression or democracy have come
forward to condemn this murderous vendetta. No media
has covered this dastardly incident in prime time or written
editorials or held discussions on TV channels. But such
violence will not deter the confidence, commitment and
resolve of RSS workers to serve Bharat Mata.

There has been a demand, especially by the youth to
push for decriminalisation of homosexuality.
Dattatreya ji also indicated at the India Today conclave
that it is not a crime. Do we see the RSS agreeing to
the opinion that homosexuality should be
decriminalised?

Dattareyji himself has clarified in his tweets that
“homosexuality is not a crime, but socially immoral act in
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our society”. He has not advocated punishment, but they
have to be treated as a ‘psychological case’. Gay marriage
is institutionalization of homosexuality. Hence it should be
prohibited. Approach to homosexuality should be ‘no
criminalization, no glorification either’.

Changing the uniform is one indicator of the RSS
moving with the times, what are the others areas
where we will see changes in future? Has there
been any decision yet, on allowing marriage for
full-time pracharaks?

Changing with time has been a characteristic of Hindu
way of life. Accordingly, changes also occur in RSS
functioning from time to time and this tradition will continue.
There is a misconception about Pracharak. There may be
at least 3,00,000 active workers of the RSS holding some
charge. Not all of them are Pracharaks. Most of the Sangh
work is carried out by earning members with families or
by students. In many districts, there is not even a single
Pracharak and still growth is visible in these areas. There
are a few who are not paid, but decide to devote all their
time to doing the work of the RSS as their ‘first priority’.
These are called ‘Pracharaks’. They are hardly one percent
of the total number. When a Pracharak wants to marry he
may opt for it and continue to work as a RSS Karyakarta.
He then ceases to be a Pracharak as his priority naturally
will be family matters.

(Hindustan Times, March 20, 2016)



‘RSS’s reverence for
Babasaheb not new’

The RSS has been trying to prove its affinity with
Ambedkar, the architect of the Constitution. Its all-India
prachar pramukh Manmohan Vaidya spoke to Akhilesh
Kumar Singh about Sangh’s views on the dalit icon :-

How does the RSS view Ambedkar?

Ambedkar was a great patriot, who strived for a
transformation in Hindu society based on liberty, equality,
fraternity and justice. He effectively led a movement to fight
against unjust and inhumane caste discrimination
prevailing in Hindu society. His struggle was aimed at
empowering the deprived sections to enable them to lead
a dignified life. Besides, he was a visionary, an excellent
scholar, eminent economist, foreign policy expert, labour
reformer, educationist and, of course, constitutionalist. We
want to bring these aspects of Babasaheb’s personality
to the forefront.

Why is the RSS suddenly so interested in Ambedkar?

Neither reverence for Ambedkar nor respect for his
efforts to end caste-based discrimination is new for the
RSS. Right from its inception, the RSS did not believe in
caste discrimination and untouchability. When Mahatma
Gandhi visited the RSS camp in Wardha (near Nagpur) in
1934, he lauded the absence of untouchability in the RSS,
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which is on record. After Ambedkar’s demise in 1956, Shri
Guruji Golwalkar (the then Sarsanghachalak) paid tribute
to him as a Leader who possesed the sharp intellect of
Adi Shankaracharya and the compassionate heart of
Bhagwan Buddha.

It was because of the initiative of Shri Golwalkar that
all Shankaracharyas and Dharmcharyas passed a
resolution that untouchability has no place in Hindutva or
Hindu Dharma in a Dharma Sammelan (religious conclave)
at Udupi (Karnataka) in 1969. In the RSS, we remind
ourselves of the contributions made by great sons and
daughters of Bharat ( which includes Sages, Kings and
Queens, Thinkers, Philosophers, Social reformers,
Freedom Fighters, Scientists etc.) through Ekatmata
Stotra (Verses of Unity), on a daily basis. This Stotra
includes the names of great social reformers like Narayan
Guru, Ambedkar, Mahatma Phule and Thakkar Bapa which
is sung with reverence all over India in RSS programs.
So, this is not a sudden decision or a reaction.

During centenary celebrations of Dr. Ambedkar in
1991 a mammoth gathering was addressed by the then
Sarsanghachalak Shri Rajjubhaiyya (Prof. Rajendra Singh),
Shri A.B. Vajpayee and Bhante Gyanjagat ji and paid their
tributes to this luminary.

Is it because he was against Islamic expansion?

No, not really. (Although you admit that he was against
Islamic expansion). Babasaheb was surely for Bharat. He
was well aware of the soul of Bharat and never took any
step that went against it even while protesting against the
ills prevailing in Hindu society. In 1983, a pleasant
coincidence took place. Birth anniversary of Dr. Hedgewar
(the founder of the RSS), Chaitra Shukla Pratipada, the
beginning of the Hindu calendar and Ambedkar’s birthday,
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April 14, fell on the same day.That day, RSS
swayamsevaks under the leadership of Dattopant
Thengadi initiated a social movement called ‘Samajik
Samarasata Manch’ to end caste-based social
discrimination and create a harmonious society. A decade
later an agitation started in Aurangabad to rename
Marathwada University as Dr. Ambedkar University. The
RSS not only openly and whole-heartedly supported this
demand but also worked tirelessly to calm down the
inimical atmosphere created by some political leaders
and parties.

Was he not a strong anti-Brahmanical social structure
lobbyist?

‘Brahmanism’ is a politically motivated publicity
jargons fabricated by forces with vested interests. If it
means caste-based discrimination and inhuman practices
like untouchability, then the RSS also stands against it.
Babasaheb was never anti-Brahmin. His mentor was a
Brahmin. He was against all forms of casteism and caste-
based discrimination. There are many social reformers
who were from Brahmin community who fought against
such social evils. It was possible for Dr. Ambedkar to
accommodate all because he wanted a united and
progressive Bharat with integral approach instead of
divisive one.

Is it that the saffron fold is trying to woo Dalits and
also restrain the community from conversions?

We are not a political outfit. So no question of wooing
any community. We are working to undo the injustice done
to a section of our own society by our own people, bridge
the gap and create a harmonious society at the earliest.
As the 125th birth anniversary of Ambedkar (1891-2016)
follows the 125th birth anniversary of Hedgewar (1889-
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2014), the RSS took special efforts to take the true
massage of social harmony and national awakening that
was dear to both these great sons of Bharat Mata.

(Times of India, April 3, 2016)



Hindu Rashtra Stands for
the way of life in Bharat

There are several theories about what the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) believes in, and they are vari-
ously employed to interpret the actions and intentions of
the Sangh and its affiliate bodies across the country. A
proper assessment of its ideas is important not only
because it is a massive organization that arguably holds
sway over right-wing thought in India but also because of
its increasing prominence in social and public life.

In an interview with Pragya Tiwari, Manmohan Vaidya
talks about the Sangh’s vision for the country and its views
on secularism, minorities and some of the fissures in
society it is accused of widening.

Vaidya is from Nagpur, where the Sangh is headquar-
tered. His father, M.G. Vaidya, has been one of RSS’s
foremost ideologues. Manmohan Vaidya became an RSS
pracharak in 1983 and has since looked after HSS (Hindu
Swayamsevak Sangh) work in the US and the West Indies,
worked as prant pracharak of Gujarat, been inducted into
the all-India team of the RSS, where he currently serves
as all-India prachar pramukh. Edited excerpts from the
interview :-

The RSS has been sceptical about the use of the word
secularism in the context of India - why is that?

Secularism is the most misused word in Bharat and is
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invoked mostly to pamper communal forces. Secondly, the
way it was introduced in the preamble of our Constitution
creates doubts. During constitutional debates, inclusion
of the word secularism was discussed, debated and it
was decided against. Dr. Ambedkar also thought it was not
necessary.

Our Constitution already has all the provisions giving
equal rights to all religious groups, including all minorities, to
practice, preach and propagate their faith. Still secularism
was included in our Constitution, in 1976, during the Emergency;,
without any need, demand or debate - when many opposition
leaders had been put behind bars by the Indira Gandhi
government.

Secularism is irrelevant in Bharat. It originated in
Europe as a response to theocratic states. In Bharat,
we never had a theocratic state. Here, all religions have
been treated equally for centuries. Look at the Parsis,
the Jews, the Syrian Christians, all came from outside
and settled in various parts, making Bharat their home
and practicing their religion freely, without any pers ecution
and discrimination.

Like Swami Vivekananda said in the Parliament of
World Religions in 1893, “we go beyond tolerance and we
accept all ways of worship to be true”. The essence of
Hindutva is spiritual democracy.

But what is the harm in the word being included in
the Constitution?

We haven't got anything against the grammatical
meaning of the term but due to bad intent and usage it has
become synonymous with anti-Hindutva /anti-national
ethos. In practice, secularism is being used to further a
communal agenda-to favour one particular community over
others.

Saying that Muslims have the first right on national
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resources, as Manmohan Singh did, is that a secular
statement? Why should our state provide funds for Haj or
any religious pilgrimage? Even Muslim countries don'’t give
grants for Haj. | am told that Haj is fulfilled only if you do it
with your own means.

Temples are subjected to government scrutiny and
intervention, but minority places of worship are not. Is this
secularism? The likes of (Asaduddin) Owaisi are not
communal but very secular!

This minority-ism is fostering separatism and
harming the unity of this ancient, great country. The idea of
secularism has been misused by these so-called secular
political parties to further their own interests. Moreover,
any discussion about misuse of secularism is dubbed as
opposition to secularism and favouring theocratic state.
This is a blatant lie and falsification of facts.

The RSS seems unconvinced about the idea of
minority rights. Why is that?

In Bharat, traditionally, we believe that all religions lead
to the same destination and hence are equal. Ninety-nine
per cent of Muslims and Christians in India are converted,
having origin in Bharat. Then how can a mere change of
faith make them qualify as minorities?

In Bharat, Parsis and Jews are the actual minorities,
because they have come from outside with their own
religion. But they have refused to be tagged as “minority”
and never asked for any special privilege. The talk of
minority interests is nothing but vote bank politics.

If everybody is equal before the law why should we
have a minority commission? A single human rights
commission can address any injustice done to anyone.

But in light of communal violence such as the 2002
riots and the Sachar Committee report it can be
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argued that minority rights need protection.

The reason behind the poor state of Muslims as
highlighted by the Sachar Committee is that the majority
of them (65-70%) live in Bihar, Bengal and Uttar Pradesh-
states that had been economically backward. These states
were ruled by so-called secular parties for most of the time
since Independence. According to Sachar Committee, the
economic condition of Muslims in Gujarat is much better
than in West Bengal.

As for riots, they have been happening before 2002
too. Let’s not forget Bhagalpur, Maliana (Meerut), Kokrajhar.
Who was ruling the concerned states when these riots
happened?

Instead of blaming the ruling party, it is important to
try and understand why these riots happen. If you look at
the communally sensitive spots in riot-prone cities you will
notice that they are invariably in Muslim majority areas.

Why don’t riots happen in Hindu majority areas? | have
never seen riots in Nagpur where | grew up but when |
moved to Gujarat, in 1983, | noticed communal riots
invariably happening during Hindu festivals in these
sensitive areas. Riots are bad and must be avoided but
talking only about 2002 riots is wrong.

Other instances of communal violence based on
accusations of love jihad and cow slaughter are on
the rise. How would you explain them?

They are separate issues. Sangh did not coin the
phrase “love jihad”. It was used for the first time by justice
K.T. Sankaran in a Kerala high court judgment. He saw a
pattern of people hiding their real identities while getting
into relationships. We are not opposed to bonafide
inter-religious marriages, but if it is a part of some kind of
design then it is a serious matter that should be discussed
and rebuffed.
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As for cow slaughter, it is not a religious issue but an
economic one. Importance of cows grew as we became
an agrarian society. It is observed that excessive use of
chemical fertilizers is impacting our soil and affecting the
food we eat. Importance of organic farming is increasing.
The Indian breed of cow is important for organic farming.
Medicinal properties of cow products helps everyone
(people of all religions), not just vegetarians.

From Gandhi to Bahadur Shah Zafar, everyone has
spoken about the protection of cows. Cow slaughter is
already banned in J&K, a Muslim-majority state.

But the conversation about the importance of cows to
our economy and society can no longer be separated
from incidents in Dadri and Una.

We are opposed to violence in this matter and any
other, but laws that exist should be enforced. Also, there
has been a lot of false information circulated about Dadri
and Una. Now the truth is emerging in the case of Dadri.
As far as Una is concerned, the emerging facts indicate
that it was stage-managed.

It is often said that the RSS has reservations about
the Indian flag. Is that true?

The Indian flag as it was adopted by our Constitution
must be respected by all. There have been people from
the Sangh who have given up their lives to protect the flag
so there is no question of us not accepting the flag. We
are not interested in changing it.

Was there no objection to the flag when it was
adopted?

The tricolour flag emerged in political scenario in 1921.
It was Gandhiji's idea to have a flag representing all major
communities. Hence a tricolour flag with red (not saffron) at
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the bottom, green in middle and white at the top representing
Hindus, Muslims and Christians.

Then itself, lot of people objected, calling it a communal
flag. The very idea of identifying each community
separately and trying to forge unity among them was
termed as communal thinking. They demanded to have a
non-communal, national flag.

This demand was so strong that All India Congress
Working Committee appointed a seven member committee
(popularly known as flag committee) to look into the
matter. After hearing both the sides, the flag committee
came to a unanimous conclusion.

The flag committee report published in 1931 says, “It
was decided that our flag should be artistic, distinct and
non-communal. It was decided unanimously that it should
be of one single colour. And if there is a colour that is more
distinct that another, one that is more acceptable to the
Indians as a whole and one that is associated with this
ancient country by long tradition it is the saffron kesari
colour.”

The flag committee recommended a rectangular
saffron-colour flag with a blue charkha on top corner. The
communalization of the colour saffron has happened
post-Independence - particularly post the insertion of the
word secular in the Constitution, when the definition of what
is communal and what is secular began to get distorted.

Both the RSS prayer and oath feature a pledge to Hindu
rashtra. How does the RSS define that phrase?
Rashtra is often equated with nation in English. But
the evolution of nation in Europe is a phenomenon of 15th
century, as a reaction to the theocratic state. This was
never the situation in Bharat. Here the concept of rashtra
(nation) has existed since Vedic times, based on a shared
view of life by all people living in Bharat, evolving into a
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unique way of life, Sanskriti.

There is a distinction between nation and state. State
is a political association, nation means the people. Well-
known French philosopher Ernest Renan had this to say
about “What is a nation” :

“The soil provides the substratum, the field for struggle
and labour, man provides the soul.Man is everything in
the formation of this sacred thing that we call a people.
Nothing that is material suffices here. A nation is a
spiritual principle, the result of the intricate working of
history, a spiritual family and not a group determined by
the configuration of the earth.

Two things which are really one go to make this soul
or spiritual principle. One of these things lies in the past,
the other in the present. The one is the possession in
common of a rich heritage of memories and the other is
actual agreement, the desire to live together and the will
to continue to make the most of the joint in heritance.

Man cannot be improvised. The nation like the individual,
is the fruit of long past spent in toil, sacrifice and devotion.
Ancestor worship is of all the forms the most justifiable.
Since our ancestors have made us what we are. A heroic
past, great men and glory, | mean real glory-these should
be capital of our company when we come to found a
national idea.”

So, Hindu rashtra is an adjective of rashtra (people
of Bharat) and stands for the way of life that people
practise in India. The Hindu-ness of our society lies in
recognizing the divinity within each human being but also
in accepting that religion is a personal matter.

You can choose any path you like to your spiritual
goals. Hindutva is the same as Bharatiya values. The
confusion also arises because Dharma is wrongly
translated as religion in English.
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So there is no contradiction between a Hindu rashtra
and a secular nation?

No. The best way to understand this is through a
guotation by Tagore about Bharat in his essay “ Swadeshi
Samaj” :

“To feel unity in diversity, to establish unity amidst
variety-this is the underlying Dharma of Bharat. Bharat
does not regard difference as hostility, she does not
regard the other as enemy. That is why without sacrifice
or destruction she wants to accommodate everybody
within one great system. That is why she accepts all ways
and sees the greatness of each in his own sphere.

Because of this virtue, in Bharat, by seeing others
we wouldn’t get frightened as we don’t consider any
society or people as our enemy. Each fresh conflict will
enable us to expand ourselves. The Hindu, the Buddhist,
the Muslim and the Christian will not fight each other and die
in Bharat - here they will find a meeting point. That meeting
point will not be non-Hindu, but very specifically Hindu.”

Dr. Radhakrishnan has observed that Hindutva
(Hinduism) is not a religion: it is a commonwealth of many
religions. If you accept the Hindu way of life you are free to
follow any religion you like.

In that case, where does the impulse for initiatives like
‘ghar wapsi’ come from?

As Hindus we do not believe in conversions. There
are many Muslims and Christians who attend RSS shakhas
but we do not seek to convert them. They keep following
their own faith. A senior ideologue of the RSS, M.G. Vaidya,
was professor of Sanskrit in a college run by Scottish
Church in Nagpur.

Once, one of his colleagues, a Christian, asked him
if he can join the RSS. Mr Vaidya replied, “Oh! Sure! For
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that you need not leave your faith. Only you have to
accept that there is salvation outside Church also.” On
this the Christian professor quipped that he cannot
accept this as he will lose his zeal to convert people.

The great Sarvodaya leader, Acharya Vinoba Bhave
said, “Salvation through this way only is non-Hindu and
salvation through this way also is Hindu”.

However, it is commonly known that a lot of people
were converted en masse here and there is a growing
urge among them to reconnect to their roots. Facilitating
this urge to reconnect to roots is ‘Ghar Wapsi’ or home
coming. It can be seen as a process of de-conversion.

(Live Mint, August 14, 2016)
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