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Introduction

This compilation of over 360 subhaygitas has been prepared for the benefit of swayamsevaks
living and working in North America (USA & Canada). Its main purpose is to enable the
swayamsevaks to face the challenges that will come their way in the work and mission of consolidating
the non-resident-Indian (NRI) community in North America. It is hoped that by reading, saying it aloud
to self and others, and meditating on the meaning and significance of each subhagita the swayamsevak
will be able to cultivate a strong and morally superior character (caritrya, sila, vrtti) modeled on India’s
traditional cultural heroes to whom many subhaygitas refer.

Subhdasitas (literally meaning well said or good speech) are wise sayings, instructions and
stories, either in poetry or in prose. In the Indian tradition there exist numerous compilations where
specific subhasitas are selected and compiled with a particular purpose in mind. Examples include
Bhartrhari’s Satakatraya, i.e. teachings in three hundred verses on ethics, romance, and renunciation
(Niti Sataka, Srngara Sataka, and Vairagya Sataka respectively), Subhaitaratnabhandagara, Somadeva
Bhatta’s Kathasaritsagara or Ksemendra’s Brhatkathamanjari. The Panchatantra and the Hitopade$a
also belong to this category. This compilation draws from all these sources in addition to the Srimad
Bhagvad and other Puranas, Ramayana, and Mahabharata.

Why must I reflect on the meaning of subhasitas ?

Subhagitas act as teacher in formulating the sense of morality and character, which sums up the
total of a person’s virtues including dispositions, behaviors, habits, likes, dislikes, capacities, traits,
ideals, ideas, values, feelings, and intuitions. The role of the teacher is to explain what the teachings of
the subhasitas actually mean in light of the everyday lives swayamsevaks lead. He/she explains what a
swayamsevak can take and use from India’s cultural moral system that predates him, that to a large
extent exists outside of him, and that will most likely survive him long after he is gone. The teacher
must clarify that behind the chaos of individual swayamsevak’s perspective exists a shared moral
reality which the subhagitas are concerned to project. They draw attention to what is common to all
modes of understanding.

Subhdasitas cannot be straitjacketed into a specific “category” of literature: they are ad hoc
collections of wise sayings. They are drawn from real life observations or situations with a sympathetic
understanding of human impulses and behaviour. While some may reflect the state of affairs of the
society at the time they were composed; in general the wisdom they espouse is timeless. As such, they
generally hold all that is good and true “till eternity.” A great strength of subhaygitas is their ability to
provide comfort and hope in difficult times. It is as if they struggle to provide answers to difficult
questions T.S. Eliot asked in lament:

Where is the life we have lost in living?
Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge?
Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?

Other perennial questions that subhagitas wrestle to answer include those pertaining to life haunting us
even today:

(1) What exactly is virtue, and how do we become virtuous people? What are the best ways to
teach virtues? Is self-esteem a virtue, and if so, whose duty is it to foster such a virtue?

(2) What is the relationship between moral reasoning and moral action; between moral



cognition and moral character?

(3) To what extent, if any, should education be socially and politically relevant? Is its purpose
to indoctrinate, train, and form citizens or is it to encourage questioning in order to bring about
social change?

Character is everything (sllam param bhiisanam)

Subhdsitas teach that we are born with all the necessary endowments to be Aryas in character.
Here, it is important to remember that Arya is not a racial term; it does not indicate membership in this
or that particular race or caste. The Yogavasistha defines Arya as anyone who diligently performs
assigned duties and desirable deeds and desists from doing deeds that should not be done." It insists that
noble character (aryatd) can be cultivated by any individual who practices yoga whereby even in the
most ignorant individual arises the desire for attaining spiritual liberation.” Anyone who refuses to be
like S17 Rama revolts against one’s nature (prakyti) and against one’s own self (a@tman). Even though
one might outwardly manifest all the social graces, if one is inwardly living for the wrong end, self
rather than society, then that person is doomed to remain in ignorance.

Shri Guruji never tired of stressing that well molded character (sila) is requisite for all those
who are associated with the RSS. The pot in which you store milk has to be cleaned daily. Similarly,
daily revision of samskdaras is similarly crucial for building character that will neutralize impulses
inimical to the building of Hindurastra and social harmony (Shri Guruji Samagra 9: 14). Character is
everything; it is the very foundation upon which the edifice of Hindurastra will be built. Shri Guruji
illustrated it with reference to the story from the Purana of Prahlada who had usurped the throne of
Indra in heaven. Indra, king of gods, then disguised himself as a beggar and went to Prahlada and asked
for his character in charity (dana). When Prahlada complied, a splendid form simultaneously left his
body and entered that of the beggar. Surprised Prahlada asked the form about it whereupon he was told,
“I am your bravery (Saurya) but since character (sila) is my master I am following him.” One by one,
oher power too left the body of Prahlada and joined their master—character. For Shri Guruji, the moral
of this story was that character is everything. It is true of individuals as well as nations (11: 56).

Character is the force of one’s moral constitution and the pattern of behavior which is a result
of one’s virtuous choices. Conduct is character in action. Our character is the way we are morally; our
reputation is the way we are perceived. Swayamsevaks must learn that the individual’s moral status is
of much greater importance than the social status, economic condition, intellectual endowments or
physical beauty. While few of us will ever attain great wealth or fame, a spotless character is the
privilege of us all. Out of our thoughts are born deeds. Out of our deeds develop habits. Out of our
habits grow our character. On our character we build our destiny. Practical experience and good
examples are indispensable help in forming a noble character. It is this sense of a civic and cultural
identity that the RSS has propogated under Shri Guruji’s guidance and which will provide the basis for
rebuilding Hindurastra where all Indians could live together in harmony.

Focus on work, dharma, and education.’

Subhdasitas promote reflection on work, work ethics, rights and duties. Swayamsevaks will learn
much from reflection on them about responsibilities toward family and community, beliefs concerning
the familial and societal conditions under which they happen to live. Other values subhasitas touch

! Kartavyam acaran kamam akartavyam andcaran; tisthati prakytacari yah sa arya iti smytah (# 6: 54)
? Udeti yogayuktanam atra kevalam aryata; ya dystva miidhabuddhinam abhyudeti mumuksata (# 6: 55)
? Nindantu niti nipupnah yadi va stunvantu; laksmih samavisatu gacchatu va yathestam

Adyaiva va maranam astu yugantare va, nyayat pathah pravicalanti padam na dhirah



upon include honesty, sense of helpfulness and fairness, justice, conviction, proper use of time, talent,
tolerance, and pride in one’s family, community, nation, and culture.

Reflection on the subhasitas compiled here will help swayamsevaks answer other relevant
questions: Who am I? Or How do I fit in the Sangh parivar? But subhasitas also warn us to not rely
solely on pronouncements made in the sacred texts to determine what one’s duties should be. Beliefs
that are not built on reason and rational thought harm the cause of dharma.* Here, their approach to
knowledge (vidya) differs from the current method of teaching which only informative (vrtattmaka).
Knowledge that subhdasitas impart, on the other hand, is formative (samskaratmaka).

The central focus of many subhdasitas is dharma which teaches us how to remain faithful to
righteousness ($i7la) in the face of challenges posed by life's struggles and trials. They test our moral
being and render us a better human being in the process. Ease and idleness, however, will ruin even
those endowed with strongest natural talents and social advantages. Faith teaches us how to use the
difficulties of life creatively in order to regenerate moral fiber and resole and how to create
opportunities for winning success and developing good character.

To develop an acceptable character, swayamsevaks must develop acquaintance with a true
conception of the character revealed by many cultural heroes and deities in the composite tradition and
civilization of India. All character development starts here. Instead of a cold passionless Semitic ‘God’
watching unmoved the actions he has decreed since eternity, the ethical doctrine of karma teaches us to
overcome fate (daiva) by human initive (purusartha). Many subhdagitas refer to the role the teacher
(guru) who helps seekers by his/her benign influence. A true teacher yearns for their success in self-
realization and rejoices in teaching disciples a well-rounded character as (a) a cognitive process, (b)
ethical content, (c) way of thinking, (d) way of acting ( # 10,52,119,121,127,197,223,233,277 in this
compilation).

Disciplining the body

While he was touring Bengal one elderly physician of Kolkata said to Shri Guruji,”’I agree with
the mission of Sangh; but how can such a lofty goal be achieved by physical drill and playing
kabaddi?” “Penicillin, the mighty and wonder drug in the armory of physicians is produced from
ordinary mold.” In the same way, Shri Guruji told him, “the Sangh produces high quality organizers
and skilled workers by using ordinary physical activities” (Samagra Guruji 9: 262). Dr Hedgewar, too,
had felt that Hindu youth was in greater need of discipline and organization that the average Muslim
youth. The Hindu youth was apt to be dowdy, and to regard his dowdiness as a superior value of
simplicity. For Dr Hedgewar, personal smartness and physical courage in which Hindu boys were sadly
deficient, must go hand in hand with intellectual culture and mental vigor that Bouddhika sessions
sought to provide.

This compilation, accordingly, includes subhdsitas that praise physical discipline and culture
(see # 96, 352). Swayamsevaks are invited to assemble on an open ground and engage in physical
activities. They should then reflect upon select subhdasitas and discuss their import that will lead and
contribute to collective development and welfare of individuals and society. Group activity performed
in this manner allows us to find ourself as one with others and share in one another’s pains and
pleasures. Regular attendance in the shakha inculcates among swayamsevaks precious samskaras
which wean them away from selfish thoutht patterns and reorient them as agents of creative and
positive action toward the collective welfare (Samagra Guruji 9: 13-14). Here, the notion of agency
begins from a premise that the way we think of, or imagine, ourselves and our place in the world to a
very important extent informs the way we act in it morally.

* See Kulliika’s commentary on Manusmrti 12: 113 Kevalam Sastramdsritya na kartavyo vinirpayah; yuktihina vicdare tu
dharmahanih prajayate



The stages of life

Some subhasitas also refer to the stages of life model which skillfully harmonizes individual
rights and duties (vyaktidharma) with individual’s responsibilities to his/her family and community
(kutumbasamstha). The movement of the aging individual from the stage of the householder to the
hermit for instance assures a smooth transfer of power and responsibilities in the areas of politics,
military, administration, the corporate world, bureaucracy etc. In the Indian tradition there are inspiring
examples of Dhrtarastra and Canakya who were ideal vanaprasthas (hermits). By performing age-
specific fire sacrifices (yajna) and ascetic practices (fapascarya), Dhrtarastra demonstrates how to use
the natural biological process of aging for creative spiritual purposes. In the process he also teaches
how to harmonize the daiva (the process of aging over which humans do not have control, for instance)
with purusakara (old age, which is a cultural construct).

Canakya voluntarily handed over prime-ministership of Magadha to Amatya Raksasa and after
becoming a vanaprasthi gave India and the world the magnificient treatise on public administration and
political economics (Arthasastra). The hermit stage thus releases the individual to undertake self
fulfillment on two levels: (1) preparing self for release (moksa) to be attained in the next stage of life
(sanyasa) through meditation and ascetic practices and (2) work for welfare of the community of which
the aging person is a part (atmano moksartham janahitaya ca).

Preserving and promoting Hindu identity in diaspora’

Shri Guruji intended that cultural education of swayamsevaks would unite a linguistically and
regionally diverse population of Hindus into a united body and a single Hindu identity. In their daily
life accordingly, swayamsevaks are invited to wear traditional Indian attire and embrace a simple style
of life. These choices are not merely a matter of always preferring Indian ways; they are about creating
a Hindu identity that can stand in contrast to, but also in equality with, Christian or Muslim identity.
The Sangh cadres, naturally, do not focus on the exclusion of non-Hindus from participation in the
national identity. While the Sangh does encourage Hindu idenity, it does not encourage religious
antagonism. Communalism in the sense of hatred against non-Hindus is never accepted because it goes
against the very principles and the spirit of Dharma.

In the diaspora, Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh (HSS) similarly seeks to promote a unified and
well organized community of NRI (samarasata) without eliminating or dissolving its externally diverse
nature reflected in languages spoken by members or the various religions to which they belong.6 In
North America, the HSS stresses transcending Hindu identity beyond sectarian behavior. Instead of
being identified very particularly with family, caste, sect or regional tradition, it is broadly defined as
rooted in Indian culture. Furthermore, the emphasis is on a sense of expansive identity, that is,
swayamsevaks are invited to find themselves not only part of the HSS but also part of a larger and
more powerful entity and body of fellow Hindus across North America. Too often the development of

> Shri Guruji had noted that there were millions of Hindus who had settled in different countries of the world and who are in
need of suitable samskaras so that they could preserve and promote their identity while still remaining loyal to the people
and culture of their host countries. He also encouraged training of instructors who would in turn impart samskaras to (1)
Hindus in diaspora and then (2) to others all over the world. He drew inspiration for this endeavour from Manusmri 2:20;
see also Samagra Guruji 1: 207).

6 Swayamsevaks will try to emulate how Shri Guruji transcended limits regionalism and language. In a speech he delivered
at Nagpur University, Nagpur Guruji said “T am proud of the fact that it was from Swami Akhandananda in Bengal that I
learned the basic facts about India’s superior metaphysics and civilization” (July 28, 1949). In another speech given in
Kolkata he declared,”I am 3/4"™ Bengali and I was reborn spiritually in Bengal and my soul rejoices on every occasion I visit
this land of spiritual giants like Ramakrishna and Vivekananda” (Sept 8, 1949; Kolkata; Shri Guruji Samagra 10: 97-103).



intellect alone becomes the end of education, instead of development based on both character and
education: both physical and intellectual. Politically correct attitudes and wrong notions of self-esteem
also shape the goal of education. Consequently, the atmosphere in many NRI families is not much
better than what their children have to put up with in schools. Many temples that have come up in
North America often limit themselves to the weekly performance of piijas. Others concentrate on
meeting the immediate familial and social needs of members without dealing with the problem of
developing a good moral character.

It is only through the intermediary of the HSS that the younger generation of Indo-Americans
will learn that money, power, fame, liberty, even health are nothing in the absence of strong moral
character and disciplined physical body. It is the one true thing that can save us in our new land of
opportunity. If we do not have a righteous character our labor in this life is fruitless and this particular
birth would go waste. Hopefully, swayamsevaks in North America will also decide to lead their life
along the path laid out in the traditional stages of life model.



Q.
AT 99 FOT: 99 9 Y AT F 1Y G GG T 99 A BRI T

If they remain even in a small trace (shesham), fire, loan, and enemy grow back repeatedly.
Hence finish them off altogether [without leaving a trace].

3.
QAT AT T ST, ST, THIGH, T a8 ITurEuey TeHsl Tardd

There are three [true] jewels on this earth: water, food and subhasita! Fools, however, call
pieces of rocks ‘jewels’!

3.
T AT T TR e fead a1

BER NGEICI RSUECRCLIN

There is no official coronation ceremony (rajyabhishekha) held to declare lion king of jungle.
He becomes king by his own attributes and heroic actions.

X .

I SRTAl a8 JaT Al Ar%ds 1

7 U 9 A9 G BT Jgaq T

When forests are on fire, wind willingly becomes its ally; the same wind will also extinguish a
small lamp. The moral is, if one does not have power/wealth, one does not have friends
either. The purport of this subhasita is relevant from the national point of view today. People
will only support you if you are powerful or else they will destroy you. Therefore, the only
alternative for us is to become a mighty and powerful nation in the world.

g .
foren feae™ 99 98/ 9ifhe Ol GRS T

Ty AT fuiiad, Ude S eFE d 610 1
Wicked person uses knowledge only for the sake of arguments, his (her) wealth renders him
egotistic and his energy is wasted merely to torment others. The opposite is true of a saintly

person. His (her) knowledge is used for good purposes, his wealth is used to donate it to
others and his might is used to protect the weak.

g .
AT g T AT e Je] T
I R A TR, S, S 1T




The strength of the weak is king. Crying is the strength of the child as it gets what it desires
through it. Not expressing opinion is the strength of a witless person [since people mistake it
for sagacity]. Lie is strength of the thief [It is therefore prudent to identify the sources of
strength in people].

U]

AY T TS 9 A A 9 I T AAYA Gl T el g cIdbs T

Not horse, not elephant, not tiger, but only the lamb is sacrificed in a ritual. One must
understand that not even God protects the weak.

¢.
ARGV A AT FHllcio T
QY YU AT GTUE 11

In all the eighteen 'Puranas,' sage Vyasa emphasizes only two moral precepts: Rendering
service to people is merit (punya) and harassing them is evil.

R .

feATed T 1ad 35 FEvA, 1

 qaid ao Rgra g@ed T

Starting from Himalayas and extending up to the Indu Lake (sarovaram), which borders on
the Indian Ocean, is the nation which God created and which is known as 'Hindusthan'.

R0 .
TAe T YA FAIIMETSTHAT T
= g grA (e gl Femmans
All inhabitants of this earth should learn about living and building character from the ancient
sages and seers who took birth in this land [of India] Manusmrti.

2.
3 S8 9 el U1 T T
SEERAH § T HIEd T

"This person is my kin and that one is alien,” such a thought occurs only to the narrow-minded
persons. To the broad-minded persons the whole world is a family.

R .
uTTe OIS T 31 ° AT’ T
&0T e Gl [, 0l A dpell & 10



One should learn every moment and one should earn from every bit, If you waste even a
second, no knowledge can be gained and if you waste a bit, you stand to lose wealth.

R .

YT Ul AT A RATE, AU T ATGHH Ol A e Ty

Speed is the asset of the horse; majestic walk is the asset of the elephant. Wit is the asset to
women and constantly remaining occupied is the asset of man.

Y .
g4 T2, e Hra=T AR STaf T =R TAEM, 39 TEHIEE dwalrad A1 7 g5aid 1
Hunger, thirst, and desire are like man's three wives who will never leave him as long as he is

living. Of the three, desire never leaves him. Unlike hunger and thirst, which disappear for a
time after eating /drinking, desire never leaves man's mind.

o .
BT FoTahH TR Gerdesia T W SUeIT AT g &eic T

Sacrifice self interest for sake of your family, sacrifice family for village, sacrifice village for
cause of the nation but sacrifice everything for the self within.

% .
TeT TR FAAI T
AT Y&y ARG ArAhraagas

There is no letter that cannot be used as a mantra; there is no root without some medicinal
value, and there is no person who is absolutely useless. A yojakai.e. a person who can
identify their utility and put them to proper use is, however, always rare.

20 .
YRUMEEHHATE ST G IaTe T
TEENIEgA J €¥ 30 Mogzs m

The word "dharma" is derived from "dharana." It is "dharma," which holds society together.
Hence if something is able to hold people together, no doubt it is dharma. (Henceforth
dharma).

R¢ .

\ o T AMFHAQ GO T &A1 [ TOm SAerdbiiererd gHor &1 q9Ife
AR T

Eating, sleep, fear, and sexual instinct are common to both human beings and animals. It is

dharma which separates the two because, without dharma the human being is same as the
animal (see also subhasita #17).



%% .
o A1 Wl U B e ORI Helfel T 3ot S dids U e

O Maitreyi! Man is not loved (by his wife) because he is husband, but because of 'atman’
(Self) in him.

RO .

AT IT 292 TARN Raagd T

IR = 3 A qd 99 1

Telling truth is recommended, but more than that, tell those things which are in interest of all.
According to Narada, truth is that which is beneficial to [all] beings.

Q.
T T T TS ST T 28Ul 7 F gfvsans 1
T GATET Tefvd 3 qEETE 1

There is no kingdom nor any king; no criminal nor any judge to administer penalty to the
criminal. People protect each other by virtue of dharma (see meaning of dharma explained in
subhagita #17). If the number of social service organizations such as orphanages, child care
centres etc. keeps growing then is it a healthy sign of progress of society. Yet, the fact
remains that the need for such institutions arises in the first place because the relatives or
neighbours may have failed to do their dharma!

RR .
A AT [T JAGAT T T 1
MU 9 g gATeue & FATaEs 1

Speak truth; speak what is pleasant to others. Do not tell truth that is not pleasant. Similarly,
do not speak untruth even though pleasant.

3.
Y O @bl T T @&qoT 1
ST STRe T=riery T m

O Lakshmana, this Golden Lanka does not allure me. Mother and Motherland are dearer to
me even than heaven. This verse from the Ramayana records conversation between Shri
Rama and Lakshmana after the war. It is very appropriate to remember it on
Vijayadashami.day.in which Shri Rama declared to Lakshmana that he was not interested in
the wealth of Lanka and did never want to rule Lanka. He would rather go back to his
Motherland.

RY .



HIUTA 0T g 98 G T
BT FRE FHUST JAqT a9 T

Upon the death of Ravana, Shri Rama told Bibhishana,”Our mission is now over and my
enmity with Ravana ended with his death. Now Ravana is as much mine as he is yours;
perform therefore his cremation properly.”

R4
BTG Al TEsid GHar T
ZHA I IO HEAT dered ar

An intelligent person spends time in the pursuit of art, science, and philosophy. In contrast, an
unintelligent person whiles away time in the indulgence of sleep, disputes or some bad habit.

R .
oIS, TaTcl STeTg, Terd Terd foTeret geqma 1
T B 1 a1 U Jaid geadd T

A book pleads to its owner thus: Protect me from oil which leaves marks on pages; from
water, and from loose binding. And after doing all this, please do not hand me over to an
unintelligent person (murkha,.

Q.
S Fa-d 7 HUSE S 0 J U T
fervTfer @re HBUMIEIOT Wi q da 1

The ears of an honest and good person (sajjana) are embellished better by listening to moral
discourse; not by wearing fancy earrings. Giving in charity suits the hand more than wearing a
bracelet. Likewise, rendering service to others suits the saintly person better than smearing
the body with sandalwood paste.

RC .

AT9Tg AT A (ST Haforr 1

T & Hreaw 7YY TG FHG T

Amongst languages, Sanskrit (the language of gods) is sweetest; in Sanskrit literature again,
poetry is sweeter and better still are subhasitas.

R .
TER O ford 97 /0T ol 1
ferreh=r qui Al FrgERy ol ST




For the generous person, money or wealth is insignificant (like grass). To the brave, death
has no value; to the dispassionate person (virakta), his family (wife) is beyond attachment;
and to a person who has no desires or ambition, the material world is worthless.

30.
g o Jued & 5 G e 1
YN QoA T fIgM Jedd Oood T

Kingship and erudition are never comparable; because king’s adulation is restricted to his
own kingdom while the sage is respected everywhere [king gets respect from his own country
whereas learned person receives it from everywhere].

R.
ot A F=T il 9y T R 1
SO EEfT AT s &I T

One should avoid friendship or close relationship with the wicked person who resembles
charcoal, which if hot, burns you and, if cold, blackens your hand.

3R .

STeT KA ST 9T AT Tl T

AT 4T A 3 T

Here the poet describes the supreme value of subhasitas. The essence (rasa) of a subhasita
is so sweet that grapes felt ashamed (of its sweetness) and became crestfallen. The sweeter

sugar lost its fluidity and became hard and the sweetest amrita (necter) pulled itself back to
heaven.

3.
feramran & fomer ererad uidiean 1

7 HUTA o aTe atfvedt T 1

It is futile to start digging the well after the house has caught fire! We should be pro-active i.e.
we should have appropriate response ready in hand even before a problem arises.

3% .

TS (o Bl Fiehsd Jead 1

T AYS & T AAfads T

Poison Kills but one person at a time while a weapon can destroy many more. Incorrect

decisions by the king or by his ministers, by contrast, can destroy the entire nation and its
citizens.



K.

T THHE A FHei ol & 1

SHAREY aEd AT T

Those who adore and worship the sun everyday will not inherit poverty over thousands of
births. People who are punctual in their duties like the sun will never be poor.

3% .

G FHAT A [OASETT T

TN, QLT g7 ST g B 1

Greatness is not ascribed at birth; it is rather acquired by qualities possessed by the
individual. It increases progressively like the transformation of milk into yogurt, and ghee.

309.

SEr f& Rreata @i 9 T=res 1
A & g Rew gt 79 gme 1
Results are obtained by hard work and industry; not by daydreaming just as deer do not fall
[willingly] into the mouth of the idle lion.
3C .
YT T AT &3 Sl T A8 T
f3Afr Tarsmr AfcM, =R T aREa
Teeth, hair, nails, and men do not shine when not in their proper places. Knowing this adage,
the wise should not leave their place or location.
3R
Ied TleAr Yol T gar iy adn 1
T T 9l @ AedmaEEddr T
. HeMHnd

The sun looks red both at sunrise and sunset. Great men similarly retain their steadfastness
(demeanor) through good and bad times.

%0 .
I~ T T AT 9 7 1

T JOMT M = &7 Sadwe

There is no achievement like peace (the word tapa is probably used here to emphasize hard
effort required to keep your mind peaceful). There is no happiness like satisfaction, there is no




disease like desire, and there is no dharma like mercy.
%% .

FATAIET TE3 ST TATeHaAs T

qrel g Felle Wiekl grel Wiamd Hec 1

Upanishads are (like) cows that Krishna milks and intelligent Arjuna feasts on the splendid
nectar of the Gita like the calf enjoying the cow’s milk.

¥R .

g2 Sl gohe 9adT bl Hel Jamedds T

AeEfade q 292 A1 a0l a@s T

The swan is white and so is the crane. Then what is the difference between the two? It is said
that the swan is able to separate milk even though diluted with water and drink only milk

(unlike the crane). The subhasita stresses the point that it is the inner qualities that make an
object not its outer appearance. The wise precisely know what is useful and what is not.

¥3.
HIds HOIT TUdhe O T HaT FIhabATe T

THATHY UT Dl BIhs TUehs TUeps T

The crow is black, so is the cuckoo bird. Then, what is the difference between the two? It

becomes evident with the advent of the spring when the cuckoo bird starts singing in sweet
voice, which the crow cannot.

XY .

HE I @ G T3 AGAAGHE T

d §é|i%€€ ASE El@lﬂ@@@il HAE T

The beggar declares to the king: “Both of us are Lokanatha. The only difference is that in my
case people are my master (when the compound Lokanatha is resolved as “Bahuvrihi”); while

the king is the master (ruler) of the people (when the compound is resolved as a
'‘Shashthitatpurusha).’'

Y .
I3 GFROTs TST HAd [Uganias 1
Y = G el AT F g T

Sage Vidura advises Dhritarashtra, “Your Majesty, people who engage in pleasantries can be
easily found. One speaking bitter [truth] and another who listens to him/her are both difficult to
find however.

%% .



ESEALRE CINEREA PRI CEA LR
q fSTeer ged g sareed
ged g

Never believe a wicked person even if he/she speaks in (your) favor because there may be
honey on his tongue but poison in his heart.

¥\ .

AUGSAMES a7 [ T goi 1

AU STl BIel Gorig 9e Ua T

When it comes to comparison between a serpent and a wicked person, the serpent is the

better of the two. Because the serpent bites only rarely while the wicked person stings
(causes pain) at every step.
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It is preferable to have one good (gunvat) son than to have a hundred foolish (murkha) ones.
One single moon effectively removes darkness, for instance, which the multude of stars
cannot.
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The tip of the hand (fingers), is the abode of Goddess Lakshmi; at the center of the hand
(palm) stays Goddess Sarasvati. Govinda (Shri Vishnu) occupies the base of the hand (wrist).
Hence, in the morning, one should look at one’s hands first [We gain our livelihood and
acquire wealth by using fingers and learn by holding the pen in our fingers and palm. We can
do everything else by wielding our wrists]
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Knowledge (vidya) is asset in a foreign land; wealth comes handy in tough times.

Righteousness (dharma) is the only wealth that can secure the other world. Good Conduct
(sheela) alone is currency everywhere and at all the times.
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Thieves cannot steal the store of knowledge; nor can kings usurp it. Knowledge cannot be
divided among brothers and it never is burden on your shoulders. When spent, wealth
assuredly keeps growing. Wealth of knowledge indeed is the most superior wealth of all!
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Just as a person who does not hesitate to sit anywhere once his/her garment is soiled, so a
person, whose character is spoiled, will not hesitate to do any unsavory deeds.

“3.
T 3T SUSHE TEi qaTea T
3 q Tergirest geen st qa

Parmeshvara (God) does not himself pick up a staff (danda) to protect us like the shepherd
guarding his flock. He gives intelligence (buddhi) to the person whose safety he wishes to
assure.
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One who wants to get something done by another pampers him/her only till the work is being
done [after the work is done, that person will not be needed] just as you have no use for the
boat once you have crossed the river.
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Great tasks can be accomplished by judicious deployment of small things just as a rope
woven together by using several strands of grass is able to hold in check the mighty
intoxicated elephant.
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Familiarity breeds contempt; repeated visits invite disrespect. The tribal women of inhabiting
Malaya Mountain, for instance, use sandalwood (which grows in abundance there) as fuel.
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The snake is cruel and so is the wicked person; the latter is more vicious though, because
while the chanting of a mantra can pacify the snake, the wicked can never be subdued.
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The son should be pampered until the age of five and may be disciplined by using the rod

until the age of ten. Once he reaches the age of sixteen, however, he should be treated like a
fried.
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A fully filled water pitcher does not make as much noise as a half-filled one. A virtuous and

sage person born in a good family is free of pride while those devoid of good qualities keep
babbling like the half filled water pitcher.
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Even though all creatures reach the abode of death (Yamalayam) eventually, the rest still
desire to remain on the earth. What else can be more surprising than this fact? (Yudhishthira
utters this verse in reply to the question of Gandharva, “What is the most surprising thing on
the earth” (Mahabharata).
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There is no other bird than Chataka with greater self-esteem and pride. Let him live forever. He
drinks only rainwater and pleads only with Indra, the god of rain. He will never drink water
from any other source like the pond or stored water.
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OM, let brahman protect us both (teacher and disciple); may brahman nourish us both; may
we work in harmony with greater vigor. May our study be illuminating and fruitful; let us not
hate each other. Om...peace, peace, peace.
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Where fools are not honored (i.e. fools are not involved in a decision making process), there
are to be found sufficient store of food grains (and other things required in day to day life) and
where there is no conflict between the husband and wife, there prosperity (Godess Lakshmi)
comes on her own.
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Just as a donkey carrying the stack of sandalwood on its back does not recognize the worth
of the sandalwood but only groans under its burden, so do many learned people who have

studied the ‘scriptures’ (shastras) do not realize their true purport and simply bear the 'weight'
of the outward knowledge.
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Good rapport and friendship develops among those who share a similar outlook on life and

hobbies. Thus, deer flock with deer, cows with cows, and horses with horses. In the same
manner, fools frequent fools and the wise bond with the wise.
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The sea only hoards water which remains useless for the life process. It therefore remains at
the level of the ground. In contrast, clouds which shower life sustaining water with a thunder,
occupy the position high above. Here the subhasita wants to emphasize that the person that

engages in charity, always achieves a higher station in life than the one who only amasses
something for its own sake.

LACIN
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This verse from the Mahabharata is addressed to Satyavikrama. Any dharma (way of life,
religion) which violates another's dharma is not true dharma. It is, rather, bad dharma
(kudharma). That dharma, on the other hand, which flourishes without harming interest of
others, is true dharma indeed.
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Among one hundred persons only one is truly brave; among thousands of them only one may
be a sage. A skilled orator is to be found only among the ten thousands. A charitable person
(data) though may rarely exist; or may not exist at all.
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When the word “sakshara” (literate’ learned) is inverted, it becomes "rakshasa" (devil). The
word "sarasa" (good), however, evenwhen inverted, remains the same (“sarasa"). The deeper,
more important meaning of the subhasita is as follows: A "sakshara" person may behave like
a "rakshasa" in certain situations. The "sarasa" (cultured, cultivated) person will not, however,
abandon this quality under any condition.
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Giving food to the hungry is a pious act of charity (dana); but superior to it is the gift of

knowledge (vidyadanam). Because food relieves hunger only temporarily while imparted
knowledge lasts lifelong (refer to subhagita no 51).
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Five characteristics of a fool are: haughtiness, bad mouthing, uncontrollable anger, strongly
held views, and intolerance of opinions held by others.
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If seeing or touching (somebody); listening to or speaking with (someone) touches your heart,
then it is called love or affection (sneha).
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The branches of a tree laden with fruit bend downward just as the highly cultivated persons
bow down out of respect to others. The unwise (murkha), however, are like the dry log that
never bends.
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The scorpion holds its poison only in the tail; the bee in its mouth; and the snake in its teeth.
Poison, however, pervades the entire body of the wicked.
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The subhasita refers to the similarity between a coconut tree and a good person. The coconut
tree partakes of only a small amount of water during its early stage of growth. It, however,
carries a much larger amount of sweet water in the fully developed cocoanut. In the similar
way, good people do not forget even a very small favor (upakara) done to them (by others).
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Bad company does not induce changes (bad habits) in a good person just as the poisonous
snake embracing a sandalwood tree cannot render it poisonous.
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During the churning of the cosmic ocean (sagarmanthanam) gods did not stop churning even
after fourteen precious jewels (ratna) were recovered; nor were they terrorized by the poison.
They did not desist from their goal of obtaining the nectar (amrif) until that goal was
materialized. Similarly, people with high stamina and patience (dhira) do not rest (stop) until
they attain the set target.
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This subhagita describes the various ways some people employ to get (cheap) publicity:

breaking pots, tearing off the cloth strips, riding a donkey. By hook or by crook, they seek to
become popular.
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The hurricane which can easily uproot the toughest and the tallest trees is yet unable to harm
the grass growing on the ground (or spares the grass growing on the ground). Likewise, the
strong and the mighty do not trouble or bother the weak.
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The Moon provides light in the evening as does the Sun in the morning. While dharma serves
as lamp in the three worlds (lokas); the worthy son enlightens his entire clan.
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In the tradition of India, the lifespan of one hundred years is ideally divided into four stages
(ashramas) of twenty-five years duration each. In the first stage one is expected to learn a
trade, in the second earn money; in the third acquire merit (punya), and release (moksha) in

the fourth and final. The subhagita asks: the one who fails to attain the prescribed goals in the
first stages, what can he/she do in the final?
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Not initiating a project which is not in one’s capacity is the first sign of wisdom (buddhi).

Leading a project that is already underway to its successful conclusion to its logical
conclusion is the second sign of wisdom.
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In case of average, ordinary individuals meaning closely follows a word associated with it. In
the case of great sages (rishis), however, the meaning precedes the word associated with it.
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Everybody suddenly becomes wise and qualified to tender advice (upadesha) to others when

they are in distress. The same wisdom is however is forgotten when the wise (shishta) find
themselves in a similar difficulty.
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A non poisonous snake should imitate the poisonous one and raise its hood as if to bite the
potential adversary. Regardless of whether the snake has poisson or not, the hissing sound
will strike terror in the other's mind.
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A resourceful (and freedom loving) person more often than not has to work to make a living
unlike the more contended one. A parrot, for instance, may live happily in cage while the
crow in the sky has to struggle for food (Sometimes good qualities of a person may land
him/her in trouble).

4
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Those who have the wealth of pride and self-esteem live a long life. For others who do not
have self-esteem, of what use is wealth and long life?
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There is no sight better than knowledge (by knowledge one can see what cannot be seen by
a naked eye). Knowledge gives the vision to see beyond some obvious things. There is no
better ardor than truth (satya). There is no greater sorrow than desire, and there is no higher
happiness than renunciation (tyaga).
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Friends, sons, wife, and close relatives of leave a person without wealth. However, they all

would return to him if gains wealth. Money/wealth, indeed, is man's best friend (refer to
subhagita # 54 which has a similar purport).
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Intelligence of a person who travels to different countries and who enjoys the company of
sages spreads and expands like the drop of oil on the surface of water.
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It is very difficult for the unmarried girl called Stutito get married. The reason is good people
(sajjana or sabhya) do not like her [they do not like if anybody praises them] and she herself
does not like bad people (durjana) [since nobody praises a bad person].
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A colorful flower without fragrance lacks grace. Similarly without supportive action only
embellished talk is empty. The color of the flower is its external beauty while its fragrance is
its inherent quality (guna). As Samartha Swami Ramdas observed, ‘kriyevina vachalata
vyartha ahe' - i.e. without action (kriya) mere talk is worthless.
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A person with enthusiasm is a powerful person because nothing is mightier than enthusiasm.
Nothing is unachievable (durlabha) to a person with commitment. The purport of this
subhagita is, "Where there is will there is way."
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What is use of knowledge to a person who does not have intellectual capacity? What is use
of mirror to a person who is blind? Here, the subhagita provides an excellent analogy of the
mirror. Knowledge is like mirror, which reflects worlds in it.
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Nectar is still acceptable even if it is found in poison; important insight might be found in child
talk. Imbibe therefore good qualities even from a non-friend and accept gold even if it is found
in grime.
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One can obtain health, strength, long life, and happiness from physical exercise (vyayama).

Indeed, good health is greatest blessing since health is the means of attaining everything (if
you are healthy, nothing is impossible to you).
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Each person (pinda) has an independent aptitude/opinion (no two minds are alike). Water in
different ponds differs just as different communities have distinct lifestyles (they have their



own norms, values, rules etc).
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O goddess! (Bharati), your treasure of knowledge is indeed amazing; it grows when
spent and depletes when unspent. It is a common occurrence that the store of knowledge
increases when it is shared with others; when not all knowledge is inevitably lost.
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This hymn from the Rigveda (10:164) declares that there is only one ultimate, supreme
reality (sat), which sages address by different names like Agni, Yama, Matarin, Vayu.
This thought sums up the quintessence of India’s civilization (sanskriti).
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Sandalwood certainly is pleasant (shitala=cool), moonlight is more pleasing; but the
company of a saintly person (sadhu) is ever more pleasant indeed than either of them!
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This is the last 'shloka' in the Rigveda which states, “Let your conclusions be one (or be
alike); let your hearts be the same (be alike) [So that "everyone" feels for the same particular
bad/ill in the society in the same intensity. It may be the common experience that not all feel
alike for the same problem in the same 'intensity' that we may as individual. Due to this there
may be lack of 'collective' efforts to solve that problem]. Let your minds think alike/similar. May
all these factors make your organisational-power an impressive one. This subhagita may be
recognized as the sanghatan-sukta that exhorts us to build an impressive organisation and
nation. Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak had ended his Geetarahasya with this subhasita.
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This important verse from the Yogavasistha provides an ideal definition of Arya as one



who undertakes all prescribed duties and abstains from doing things that are not to be
done. An Arya, furthermore, remains faithful to his/her natural inclination
(prakritachara).
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Hitopadesha warns us that a true friend/benefactor is one who wishes us well even
though he/she may not be relative or close to us. In contrast, a person who does not wish
us well though a relative or close to us must be treated as outsider. Thus, a disease is
inimical though it pervades the body while a [herbal] medicine, though grown in a far
off forest, restores to health an ill body.
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In the Mahabharata, Yudhisthira admonishes Bhima that in a fraternal feud we five

Pandavas may confront one hundred Kauravas. But if an invasion from an outsider
looms, we must resist it as one family of one hundred plus five.
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Friendship of a friend is tested in adverse times; for the brave, the battleground is the
test site and for the servant it is obedience (i.e. in fulfilling a given order). One’s charity
1s severely tested in time of scarcity or famine.
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Culpability of the king is tied up with the welfare of his kingdom and that of the minister
with his king. Husband and teacher must be held culpable for any wrong done by the
wife or the disciple respectively.
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Knowledge that remains confined to book and wealth that is in the hands of the other are
of no avail if they are not available when needed.
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An inferior person desires wealth; an average person aspires for both wealth and esteem.



A person of superior quality, however, rates respect above wealth. Respect, indeed, is
the highest form of wealth.
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The Mahabharata (12:25.28) observes that only two types of persons in this world are
truly happy: those who are foolish and those of superior intellect. The vast majority, that
occupies the middle ground, is the one that really suffers [The foolish do not realize the
gravity of a problem and can therefore remain indifferent while the wise manage to find
a solution to it].
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Extreme hankering should be avoided without rejecting desire itself. One should steadily
enjoy self-earned wealth in moderation.
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Rain over the ocean, [offering] food to one who has eaten, charity to the wealthy and
[lighting] lamp in daylight—all are of no avail.
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Rivers do not drink water flowing in them; trees do not eat fruit growing on them,
clouds do not eat grains grown with water rained by them. Assets of the saintly people
(satam), similarly, are meant for the benefit of others.
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To a king, anger is like death [warrant] and desire is like the river [Vaitarana] leading to
it. Knowledge, however, is like the wish fulfilling cow (Kamadhenu) to him and
contentment is the highest paradise [Nandanavanam].
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Greed (lobha) is the root of all sins and adversities; greed gives rise to enmity and



extreme greed brings about [one’s] total destruction.
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To a yogi, courage is his/her father, forgiveness mother, calm mind wife, truth son,
compassion sister, control of mind brother, earth bed, directions (disha) garment, and
knowledge is food. With the foregoing as one’s family members, why would be one
afraid of anything?
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Who will not benefit from the company of great persons? Even a drop of water on a
lotus leaf shines like a pearl (acquires a status similar to that of a pearl).
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The fear of becoming poor in future prevents a fool from giving [away wealth in
charity]; haunted by the same fear the wise donates [generously now].
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The nature [or character] of a person cannot be changed by giving advice or asking
him/her to do otherwise just as heated water reverts to its original state of coldness.
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The Panchatantra observes that if ‘living’ of a person results in extending life of many
more, only then consider that person to be truly ‘alive.” If ‘living” were only a matter of
individual survival, even a crow can accomplish that!
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There is no ritual (vidhi) that is more noble than giving (dana); there is no worse enemy

than greed. There i1s no better ornament than good character; there is no better wealth
than contentment (santosha).
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Bhishma counsels Yudhisthira that the forest destroyed by fire or depleted by stripping

will grow again in time; but the mind wounded by harsh words or insults will never be
healed (Mahabharata 13:161.34).
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Keeping company with the wicked is an invitation to repeated insults just as gold found
with iron receives repeated hammer blows [to separate it from iron].
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Two types of people should be drowned with stones tied to their necks: the rich who do
not donate and the poor who do not strive (Mahabharata Udyogaparvan 33.65).
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Only a dot (anusvara) separates funeral pyre (chita) and worry (chinta) otherwise they
are said to be similar; the former destroys a dead body and the latter the living.
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To a person of firm conviction the vast earth is like a courtyard, the ocean a small pond,
the netherworld (Patala) picnic spot, and Mount Meru like anthill. The purport of this
subhagita 1s that to a person with a great resolve no hurdle is insurmountable.

2.
JOT A @ | 91 9 36 S| T 9 T IO0 T G T A AR A
ERIFCUESH

Those without erudition, ambition, magnanimity, character, virtue, and righteousness are
only a burden on the earth and in the mortal world; they are animals wandering in the
guise of humans.
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Only one’s mother, father, and [genuine] friend wish one well spontaneously
(svabhavat); others become well wishers out of self interest.
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Chanakya admonishes that one should always take into account the following factors
before acting: what is the situation around me, who are my friends, how is the condition

in the country, who [or what] is in my favor and against me, and what are my strong
points/assets?
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Only those become well-liked [in this world] who appear charming and enthusiastic,

whose heart is full of compassion, whose talk is sweet, and whose acts are in the interest
of others.
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A fool and a low person (naradhama) is one who enters [your house] uninvited, babbles
though not asked, and trusts someone who is untrustworthy. and trusts a person who is not
trustable.

Q3R .

SIMET™E A9 Iq fohsd STl ST T
o TR eIl | Y48 HERag O 1
SIS

The Ishavasya Upanishad states, “In this moving world whatever moves is pervaded by Isha
(God). Enjoy it only after first offering it to Isha. Do not covet for what does not belong to you.”
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Wealth and strength of a wicked person only serve his vanity and torment others
(respectively). For a saintly person (sajjana), they are always for giving away (or sharing with
others) and to protect them (respectively).
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What is in mind should be reflected in one's speech and what is in one's speech should be
reflected in one's actions. Thus, one in whose mind speech and actions are consistent is a
saintly person (sadhu).
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This subhasgita contains advice (from the Taittiriya Upanishad) to the bachelor student
graduating from a Gurukula and before entering the stage of the householder
(Grihasthashrama): speak truth, behave as dharma dictates, and do not miss self-study
(svadhyaya). After paying fees to the teacher (gurudakshina), do not interrupt family
propagation.

R3%.

fererens W A9 (el foedn #2 1

T JHAU a1

Greatness in people may be recognized from the following signs: discretion along with wealth,
humbleness along with scholarship, (and) power with courteousness (see subhasita #5).
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To those among us who are superior Brahmins offer them seat with respect and donate them

with difference (shraddhaya). Do not give unwillingly; give without hesitation. Give with
largesse and out of fear; give with compassion.
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Minds of extraordinary people are harder than (even) the thunderbolt yet softer than (even)
flowers. “Who in this world is capable of discerning them properly,” asks Saint Tukaram.
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The tree of samsara, though poisonous, bears two sweet fruits: sweetly subhasitas and
company of saintly persons.
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Fortitude, forgiveness, (self) control, non-stealing, purity, restrained senses, intelligence,
learning, truth, and non-anger: these ten qualities constitute the characteristics of 'dharma’.

See also subhagitas # 17, 22, 67, 80,127, and 135 for additional explanations of dharma.
Note that there is no equivalent word in English for dharma.
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Eloquence (vagmita) is compactness and essence of words. This subhagita befits the nature
of Sanskrit language perfectly as it expresses essential truth and is as concise as the
meaning itself. On the other hand, even if one cannot speak Sanskrit, the test of one’s
eloquence in it is how well can one put essential truth in a few words, which is the advice
tendered by this subhasita .
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The good (shreyas) and the pleasant (preyas) together approach the human being. After
pondering over them, the wise makes his/her choice opting for the good in preference to the
pleasant. The fool, in contrast, opts for the pleasant.
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Let all living beings in this world see me with a friendly eye and let me look at all living beings



with a friendly eye. Let us all see each other with a friendly eye (Yajurveda).
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Please listen to the essence of dharma and having listened to it, dwell on it in mind: Whatever
is adverse (or unfavorable) to us, we should not adopt that in case of others. This is the Vedic
equivalent of the Christian preaching:
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Indra, Surya, Varuna, Agni, Garuda, Yama, and Vayu are all manifestations of the same
righteous and veracious (satyasvarupa) God. Wise call this spirit by different names listed
above.
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Aditya (The Sun), Chandra (The Moon), Vayu (The wind), Agni (The fire), Akash (The
Space), Prithvi ( The Earth), Jala (The Water), Hridaya (Heart), Yama (God of death), Dawn
and Dusk (sandhikalas) and dharma; they all witness what human being does.
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Hitopadesha warns, karma of previous birth is known as daiva (destiny made in previous
birth). One should therefore work hard (in this birth) without relaxation and let up.
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One, who wishes to prosper in this world, should get rid of the following six faults
too much sleep, lethargy, fear, anger, laziness, and procrastination.
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Those who are unhappy in this world are so because of desire for their own happiness. While
those who are happy in this world are so because of desire to render others happy.
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Limbs and sense organs are purified by water; mind is purified by truth; self is purified by
learning and penance; while intelligence is purified by knowledge.
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For a person who is polite and serves/respects old people, the following four things increase:
lifespan, knowledge, success in life, and vigor.
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One should never abandon the following six qualities: truth (sticking to truth), generosity,
activeness, freedom from envy, tolerance, and forbearance.
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Trees provide shade for others while themselves standing up in the Sun; (their) fruits, too, are
meant for others. Hence, trees resemble saintly persons.
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A true ‘man’ (Purusha) is one who donates to a deserving person, appreciates good qualities

in others, shares joys and sorrows with friends, accumulates knowledge of science, and is
excellent warrior on the battlefield.
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The qualities of a true friend are: purity, generosity, chivalry, equally poised in happiness and
distress, politeness, affection, and truthfulness. The purport of this subhasita is not that we
have to make people of such qualities our friends, but that we need to make such qualities
our own, for then only will we naturally attract virtuous people to become our friends
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Whatever you have to pay back to others or whichever task has to be done by you, please do
it in the expected time and without delay. If you do not do it in assigned time then the
relevance of that work vanishes (i.e. it will have no impact (impact is here equated with rasa
essence).
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Do not destroy the forest where the tigers roam and do not kill off all tigers in that forest
because they mutually protect each other (people do not dare to cut trees in the forest for fear
of tigers and by providing them a secure habitat, the forest in turn protects them!
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King Rantideva in the Shrimad Bhagvatam pleads with God in the following words: "l do not
desire kingdom, nor the heaven or even liberation (moksha). | have only one desire and

that is to remove the misery of all living beings who are suffering." This shloka also appears in
the Dronaparvan of Mahabharata.
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These are the words uttered by Shri Rama when he is about to go into exile for fourteen years
(vanavasa). “It may happen that brightness leaves the Moon or that ice leaves its abode in the
Himalaya or that the sea exceeds its limits.... But it is never possible that | will break the
promise | made to my father.
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The lamp ‘consumes’ darkness and generates soot. The type of food you eat has a
corresponding influence on the offspring.
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For one who has mastered the mind, the Supreme Self (paramatma) is already reached, for

he has attained tranquility. To such a person happiness and distress, heat and cold, honor
and dishonor are all equal.
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The cuckoo’s beauty is in its voice, woman’s beauty is in her dedication to family/husband
(‘pativrata’). Knowledge is embellishment for an ugly person and forgiving is the badge of
honor for sages (tapasvin).
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Is whatever that exists in this world beautiful or ugly by its very nature? Of course not!
Something only becomes beautiful because someone fancies it. For example a ugly
looking child is yet loved very much by his/her mother.
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Since this life is full of uncertainty and unpredictability, no time is unworthy for living as
mandated by dharma. Live therefore according to dharma thinking as if death has you by the
hair. Since death can come anytime always do good things. It should not happen that due to
early death your wish to live the life of dharma remains mere wish. One must not wait for any
favorable time (muhurta) at which to start a virtuous life. Please refer to subhasitas #



17,22,50,67,140,144 for additional elaboration of dharma.
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Vidura observes in the Mahabharata that one who has the brain, chivalry, poise, power,
enthusiasm and willingness to work; need not worry about how to earn a living.
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Worth of a person is not determined by one’s location (status) but by his/her qualities. For
instance, will a crow become an eagle by mere;y sitting on the top of palace?
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In this verse Chanakya explains what device is to be used to secure or purify different things.
Secure your step, he says, by watching carefully before you step further. Strain your drink
water with a cloth, your speech with truth (satya) and behavior by disciplining the mind.
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Deer, fishes and saintly people (sajjana) earn livelihood by dry grass, water, and contentment
(santosha) respectively. Though they follow such a simple life style without troubling anyone

still we find hunters, fishermen, and evil people (durjana) being their enemies! It is true that
those who do not bother others they still attract enemies without any reason!
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There is no blemish if our big dreams/objectives fail; but it is a major fault even to think of
initiating them for selfish gains.
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Lead me from the unreal to the real; lead me from darkness to light; lead me from death to
immortality (Brihadaranyaka Upanishad).
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Knowledge is (your) friend as you travel, says the Mahabharata, wife is the colleague at
home, drug is a trusted ally in illness, and dharma is the closest friend beyond death.
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One who gave you birth, teacher's wife, wife of a Brahmin, wife of a king, cow, nurse, and the
earth are known as the seven [distinguished] mothers. Here, the word 'mother' connotes
respect we have for somebody.
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Just as a chariot cannot run on a single wheel, in the same way destiny (daiva) alone will not
accomplish anything without human effort or initiative (purushakara).
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Results or effects may often be attributed to such causative factors as planetary motions,
(bad/good) dreams or omens, bad signs, prayers to deity. But really speaking these are just
like the coincidence of a crow perching on the branch of a tree which then breaks and falls to
the ground (kakataliya nyaya) (The branch does not fall down due to the weight of the



Crow).
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It never happened before; nobody had heard about it and nobody ever saw a golden deer.

Yet, Shri Rama [succumbed] to the desire for [golden deer]. When destruction looms one’s
reasoning capacity falters.
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A terrorist must be killed without any (second) thought, even if he happens to be your teacher,
a child, an old person, a Brahmin or erudite scholar.
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Being under the sway of the senses or mind is an open invitation to problems; but mastering
them is a sure pathway to success! Chanakya says, “It is up to you to take the path of your
choice.”

¢ .
TEINGHT AT AR ATy | T J20s el aq
2quef=d T JoTi AT

Shrimad Bhagavatam (1.5.11) states, "saintly persons (sadhus) hear, recite, and accept any
literature, even though it is imperfectly crafted (abaddhavati) provided each line (pratislokam)
of such a writing describes the glory of the names of God.
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Earning wealth is painful, and protecting it is equally painful. There is pain and sorrow in
earning wealth and also spending it. ‘Wealth which harbors such suffering,” says the
Panchatantra,” be condemned.”



R0 .

Aaugear et frai geumeas 1
T glideded F=d I HlgH T

Three kinds of people deserve the golden earth: chivalrous, learned, and the ones who know
how to enjoy it.
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A person devoted to his/her work does not care about incidental sorrows and joys: he/she
may sleep on the ground or on fine bed; make do with vegetables only or eat delicious rice;
wear torn clothes or elegant garments at other times.
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One should always remember the favors (done by others) and forget their meaner deeds.
One should execute good or auspicious things at once, and postpone as far as possible,
however, the unpleasant things.
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Persons of inferior type do not initiate a project due to fear of obstacles. Those of medium
type take the initiative but abandon the project as soon as difficulties arise. Exceptionally
superior type of persons, however, initiates a project and continues at it in the face of
obstacles in their way.
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No desire ever gets fulfilled even though it may be temporarily or partially satisfied. Like the
fire consuming ghee offered in oblation increases as a result, desire increases with some
satisfaction.
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The person who has most desires is in fact the poorest. If one's mind is contented and
satisfied will there be any distinction between rich and poor? The subhasgita identifies that

person as poor who has more desires. The basic parameter upon which richness or poverty is
determined is changed from money to desire or thirst (trishna).
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Treat even the enemy who has come to you as a guest. Look how a tree does not deny its
shadow to the person who has come to cut it.
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A calf recognizes its mother in a herd of thousands of cattle; in the same way, one’s karma of
done in a previous life follows its doer to the next one (Mahabharata).
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In this world life is uncertain; wealth and youthfulness, too, do not last long; even one’s son
and wife are transient. Dharma and fame are the two things that remain steadfast.
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No one was, or will ever be, as generous as a stingy person since he/she gives all
accumulated wealth to others without even touching it.
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There are only two options for dealing with the wicked people and a thorn lying on the road.
One is to hit them hard on the face by your foot ware or bypass them. The word applies to
both the thorn and the wicked person. When applied to the wicked person mukhabhanga
means insulting that person (not literally smite them on face) and when applied to a thorn it
means cutting the pointed part of the thorn rendering it harmless. Alternatively, you may
simply take another path.
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Roots of the sandalwood tree provide shelter to snakes, on its top birds take rest, on its
branches monkeys play and one can find bees on its flowers. Really, the raison-d-etre of

saintly people (sajjana), like the sandalwood tree, is to offer a helping hand to others
(paropakaraya).
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One, who dwells in your mind, is not far away even if he/she is not in the vicinity physically.

One who does not find place in your heart, however, is far away even if he/she is physically
nearby.
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Be cause of your own progress and realization, do not be cause of your own degradation.
Remember, you are your best friend or your worst enemy.
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Nobody is friend of any other person; nobody is enemy of any other person. Only need
(intention or the situation) binds someone to you as your friend or enemy.
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It is easy to convince an uneducated person; it is easier to convince an expert. But even God
cannot convince a person who has developed false pride by virtue of half-knowledge.
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From among thousands of cows, the calf correctly identifies its mother and approaches it. In
the same way, deeds done in the past life correctly follow their doer [in this life]. So 'plan’ your
next life well!
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Diligent application (abhyasa) sustains knowledge and character sustains one’s family (clan).
While the noble person (Arya) can be recognized by (his/her) virtue; anger can be perceived
in one’s eyes.
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No one experiences uninterrupted happiness or sorrow. Like a point on a
wheel going down and rising up happiness and sorrow follow each other in everyday
life. Do not therefore get excited by happiness or dejected by sorrow.
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One should engage in self-introspection everyday to find out what characteristics and
qualities in me resemble those in animals (pashutulya) and those in a noble person
(satpurusha).
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Learning without grammar, crossing a river using a leaky boat, and consuming medicines

without following the prescribed diet—it is preferable not to do these three things to doing
them in the above manner.
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Even insignificant items or things, when put together, can accomplish great tasks. A rope
made up of hay sticks, for instance, can bind and control a powerful elephant.
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Hitopadesha warns: not every mountain contains a precious stone, not every elephant
harbors pearls, sandalwood is not found in every forest. Saintly persons, similarly, are not
found everywhere (good things are uncommon)
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Cows of different colors yield milk of one color—white. In the same way, different dharmas
(religions), in essence, teach about one and the same principle.
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All that is in another’s possession is sorrow; all that is under one’s own control is pleasant.
This, in essence, is the hallmark of pain and pleasure.
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How can a lazy person expect to acquire knowledge? One bereft of knowledge cannot amass
wealth; one without assets is friendless, and a friendless person cannot expect to be happy.
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Just as rainwater falling on the earth reaches the ocean--In the same way offerings
(namaskara) made to various deities ultimately reach only one God (Keshava).
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The subhasita addresses the swan: Only you have the capability to separate

milk and water; if you become lazy who else will be able to carry out your task? The purport

of this subhasita is,”If people with intellect and unique skills do not carry out their assigned
work, then who else can do it?”
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Vidura observes in the Mahabharata, ‘One loses the discriminating intellect (prajna) by

committing errors of judgment (papa) again and again and one who has lost that ability keeps
on repeating the same errors.”
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One’s store of merit (punya) increases by doing good deeds again and again and one who is
blessed with discriminating intellect keeps on doing worthy things.

R0 .
HABAE FgdiSdedd Fasd Hiell dead (a1 I Ay qguiide g4 a9
R Ham A

There are many sciences (shastras) to be studied but time is short and obstacles (in the




study) are many. Knowing this, one should partake of the essence (of the shastras) like the
swan rejects water extracting only milk.
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Quarrels destroy families; harsh words destroy friendship; nations come apart because of bad
kings; men’s (women’s) bad deeds spell the end of success for them.
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These three are difficult to obtain in this world as they depend upon the mercy of gods---
human birth, desire for salvation, and the company of great souls (mahapurushas).
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One who runs after luxuries is deprived of education and one who wants to gain education
sacrifices luxuries. How will any one obtain knowledge if he/she hankers after a life of
comfort? And how will one hope to live an easy life if he/she is looking for education?

In ancient Bharata, therefore, the 'Gurukula' system was designed in such a way that
students in their student life should gain maximum education by forsaking pleasures of
materialistic world.
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Do such work through the day that will enable you to sleep peacefully at night.
Similarly, do such a work throughout your life so that you can 'live' peacefully after death.
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Giving away (tyaga) earned wealth is the best way to protect it. Just as allowing water
to flow out of lake is the best way to keep the lake clean. If you are standing in a bus, and a



seat becomes vacant. If you offer it to some other person on the bus, next time when a seat
becomes available, you will likely be invited to occupy it. In other words, if you help others
they will protect you in return.
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A wicked person will notice flaws (holes) as tiny as a mustard seed in another person, but will
not notice flaws (holes) as large as the big Bilvapatra leaf within himself/herself.
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There are three things that can happen with money/wealth: (1) it may be given away; (2) it
may be enjoyed (consumed) for individual purposes; and (3) it will be lost (it will be of no use
to either the individual or to the society). The wealth of the person, who does not donate nor
use it for his/her own purposes, ultimately gets destroyed. (Please refer to subhasitas # 121,
124, 133, 179 and 189 which give us more guidelines for putting our earned wealth for proper
use).
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One becomes like those with whom you cohabit, whom you serve, or whom you want to
imitate.
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Only a person with good qualities knows another with like good qualities, not one without any
qualities. A strong person recognizes (or judges) strength of another strong person, not a
weak one. The cuckoo, not the crow, understands (or feels) the worth of spring; and only the
elephant perceives the strength of the lion, not the mouse.
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A friend, even without many good qualities, is better than an enemy with good qualities. After

all a stranger is a stranger and enemy is enemy. Though, we may appreciate good qualities in
others, it must not be forgotten that enemy is enemy and a friend is a friend (refer to subhasita




no 194, which carries a similar purport).
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Even a dust particle which rises above when struck by foot is worthier than the person who
sits nonchalantly though insulted badly.
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The ideal wife is one who speaks in a sweet tongue; the ideal son/daughter is one who
provides peace and calm, the ideal friend is one who inspires confidence, and the ideal land
is that where one can earn livelihood. The proper way to understand this subhasita is not by
validating one’s wife, son, friend or country along the above specified parameters but by
seeing if we personally have these qualities. As for the country it can be said that from the
government's point-of-view it is its duty to see that every person has work and can easily earn
livelihood.
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Old age snatches away beauty, hope undermines courage, death defeats life, hatred destroys
righteous behavior (dharmacharya), anger generates poverty, bad company corrupts

character, uncontrolled passion renders one shameless, and conceit takes away one’s
everything.
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Very few appreciate good qualities in others or make friends with the poor; fewer still help
others and those who are saddened by suffering of others are ever rarer.
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Good Health, erudition, friendship with noble people, birth in a great (noble) family, and
autonomy--these constitute the real wealth of a man (refer to subhshita # 212).
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Do not wonder whether time [circumstances] throws up a king or whether the king creates
time. Rest assured that the king creates circumstances [time]. Though the reference here is to

the king, the purport of the subhagita is applicable to all of us. There is no doubt that your
surrounding depends on you i.e. you create it.
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Even if you were to surrender all the jewels in your possession you will not get back a single
moment of time that has passed away (in your life). When such is a case, those who are
wasting time - what a blunder they are committing (Refer to subhshita # 25 on how to use
time wisely.

R
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Even the tiny ant can cover thousands of miles by steadily marching ahead. But the eagle that
is unwilling to leave its place will not advance even one step. The purport of the subhasita is
that only potential will not do. One must also have the will to achieve a goal. Thus with a
stronger will ant (with inferior capability) can keep forging ahead while eagle (with obviously
superior ability but without the will) remain standstill (refer to subhasita # 37 which carries a
similar message).
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Different people look for different results from a single event. Take for instance a wedding. In
the groom, the bride pines for a handsome husband, her mother expects a wealthy son-in-law
(who will keep the daughter happy in life), her father is interested in his fame and erudition,
the kinfolk look for worthy genealogy, and all others in attendance expect a good feast.
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Wealth can be earned and it can also be lost. It can be recouped (even after loss) again and
again. But youth once gone, never returns.
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Desire laced with hope (asha) is a strange (surprising) kind of chain. Those who are tied by

this chain run with it (i.e. are motivated to accomplished ends) and those one who are free
from this chain stand still like an invalid (i.e. are not motivated to act).
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Even after learning various sciences (shastras) many remain fool, but the one who performs
and acts (kriyavan) is the real intelligent person. A doctor who only prescribes a course of

action for a patient will not make that patient healthy. But if he/she ensures that the
patient properly follows the prescription, then the patient will be healed.
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One should put all efforts in cultivating good character because wealth may come and go.
True, one without wealth is rendered powerless but one without character is a total waste.
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Wealth earned by (1) troubling others, (2) by disobeying dharma, or by (3) pocketing insult
does not bring happiness.
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The following words were uttered by Duryodhana in response to Draupadi’s question,” In spite
of having many common things between the Kauravas and the Pandavas, viz. same family,
same preceptor (Dronacharya), and same grandfather (Bhishma) why do Kauravas always
follow the path of unrighteousness (adharma) and Pandavas always the path of dharma?
Duryodhana says, "It is not that | did not knew what was dharma is and what is adharma



I cannot follow dharma because it is not in my nature (svabhava) and | cannot abandon
adharma because | cannot desist from not doing it".

This subhagita addresses a very delicate nature of the human mind. Many are able to
distinguish between what is right and what is wrong but some unknown force prevents them
following the right path.

R3%.
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Whatever little you progress you are able to make along the path of dharma is adequate if it is
accomplished without hurting others, without associating with bad people, and without losing
the company of the good.

R30.
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It is easy to advise others, revealing one’s wisdom, about how to behave, what is good, what
is bad etc. But oneself practicing dharma that you preach (to others) is very difficult; only
noble souls can accomplish that.

R3C.
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Never allow your enemy to go free (if you catch him) even if he begs for it
(or you feel pity for him). Assuming he will harm you in future, kill him.

No Indian should overlook the purport of this subhasita. Many times in India’s history kings
made the mistake of forgiving the captured or trapped enemy.
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Your Majesty (Dhritarashtra), no one ever has everlasting relationship with someone else in
this world; not even with one’s own body, let alone with one’s wife and son.
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The sense organs are superior to matter; mind is higher than the senses;
intelligence is still higher than the mind; and the self is even higher than
intelligence.
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Carry your enemy on your shoulders if time is against you. But with first opportunity destroy
your enemy like breaking earthen vessel on a rock. The purport of this subhasita is that an

enemy is always an enemy. If you are not in position to fight with him appease him/her
temporarily; but finish him/her off at the first opportunity.
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Donkeys are invited to sing at a wedding of camels where both praise each other: “how
beautiful you are,” say the donkeys; “how sweet is your voice,” respond the camels.
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A person who is not disturbed by the incessant flow of desires (that enter like rivers into the
ocean, which is ever being filled but always remains still nonetheless) can alone achieve
peace, and not the person who desires to satisfy all such desires.
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Expressing delight and friendliness towards those who are happy; commiserating with those
who feel dejected; expressing happiness and satisfaction at those who are engaged in doing

good work (punyakarma) and overlooking bad deeds of others (concentrating upon the
negative qualities in a person)--such thoughts should occur in one’s mind.
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Those who do not get carried away when honor is bestowed upon them and do not become
angry when insulted, do not use harsh words even when angry are known as saintly persons
(sadhu) so says the Manusmriti.
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An ignorant person (mudha) is bombarded with hundreds of incidents/ reasons that may

make him/her happy and thousands of other incidents/reasons that may make him/her
unhappy. But the mind of the sage (pandita) is not perturbed by such minor things.
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Background:

Chandragupta established the 'Maurya' dynasty (defeating the king of the nanda dynasty)
with the help of his minister Chanakya, there was a difference of opinion between Chanakya
and other ministers of the new dynasty. Chanakya responded in the following words:

Those who wanted to leave me have already left. Those who want to leave me may do so
without any hesitation. But let my intelligence (buddhi), which is stronger than thousands of
soldiers and which has helped me achieve my sole objective [uprooting of the Nanda
dynasty], not leave me!

R¥ L.
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Night appears very long to the one who is awake all through the night and the short distance

of a yojana (four miles) appears very long to the one who is tired [of walking]. Similarly, life
appears long to ‘little’ people who do not know what true dharma is.
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The words 'give me' (begging), cause the following five deities (good qualities) desert you:
immediately: intelligence, elegance, prosperity, glory, and fame.

240.
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Avoid any work or initiative that makes you dependent upon other. Accomplish all work with
diligence (yatnatah) which you can do independently (with self effort).

The subhasita does not preach that people should not cooperate and do things together. It
simply offers a word of caution that those who depend or rely on others for something must
recognize that it might never be done or it will be delayed.
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A person whose wife fails to be of good character of sweet words at home (sadhvi and

priyavadini) should leave home and go to the forest because for him there would be no
difference between the forest and his own home.

Q4R .

HAHA 9 FHeid AARTSTT JReq 1

T 9 o YR T 9 FATA:e T

The deed which is not to be done (because it is bad, akritya) should not be done even at the

risk of losing life and the deed which has to be done (because it is your duty kritya) should
never be abandoned even at the risk of losing life. This, indeed, is the sanatana dharma.
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While contemplating objects of the senses, one develops attachment for them, and from such
attachment develops lust; and from lust arises anger” (Bhagvadgita 2:62).
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There is nothing that is absolutely and unconditionally good in all respects; there is nothing
that is absolutely and unconditionally bad in all respects. Both good and bad are discernible in
all deeds good or bad.
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On one side is the act of performing the yajna requiring gift of generous fees (dakshina); on
the side stands the act of saving life of those fraught with diseases. The Mahabharata states,”
Both these acts will earn you the same merit (punya).
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One who has true insight (pashyati) treats (sees) all women as one’s mother, wealth
belonging to others as dirt, and all beings as one’s own self.
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Whatever be the nature of a person, it is always very difficult to change or reform. The dog

who is appointed as King will not stop chewing on shoes [That is, it will keep on doing all the
inferior things which it is accustomed to to].
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For a person, who is incomparably self-reliant, no mountain top is too high (or hard to climb),
no netherworld [that is too deep to descend], and no ocean that is too difficult to cross
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One should avoid a crooked person even if he/she is well learned; is not a snake, though
adorned with gem, dangerous?
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One should enjoy pleasure that befalls one and one should equally bear the pain that befalls
one because, advises the Mahabharata, pain and pleasure follow each other in a cycle like
the turning wheel.
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Those who are [well] read are better than the illiterates; those who understand the purport of
texts are superior; better than them are those who also understand the purport of the texts

(jnaninah). But even better are those who put into practice the knowledge that they have
gained from the books (vyavasayinah)!
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Just as the bird flies high with the help of its two wings, in the same way with the help of

knowledge and performance of prescribed duties (karma), one attains the supreme state or
reality (Yogavasishtha 1:1.7).
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A project that has been thought out in one’s mind should not be revealed [to others] because
a project, which has come to the notice of another, does not succeed. The purport of the
subhagita is that it is better to 'act ' upon your intentions than revealing them to others.
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Loosing balance while walking, talking in low voice (not able to talk properly), sweating, and
great fear, all this are signs found in a person who is about to die; same signs are found in
who is seeking help from others (Achaia; a person who is dependent on others).
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The eight characteristic marks of intellect (Buddha) are: caring, willingness to listen, grasping
power, deductive and discursive abilities, erudition, and knowledge of philosophy
(tattvajnana).
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Death (miry) is a two-letter word in Sanskrit while eternal and supreme reality
(Brahman) is a three-letter word in Sanskrit. The word in Sanskrit for mine (mama)
(Mine) is also a two-letter word; it therefore leads you to death. On the other hand, the
Sanskrit word na mama (not mine) is a three-letter word and will thus lead you to

Brahman. The purport of the subhdsita is that nothing in this world "is mine" - I am not
the "owner/creator" of any thing in this world (idam na mama).
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Direct Sunlight does not burn us (our skin) as much as a hot sand dune does.

Similarly, a mediocre person who becomes great (or powerful) by association with a powerful
person (like sand dune receiving heat from the Sun) is often more annoying and unbearable.
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A person dedicated and committed to his/her work does not take into account pain or
pleasure [that may arise in the execution of work]. To accomplish his/her goal he/she will

sleep on the floor or on the bed, survive on vegetables or rice and bread; wear worn and torn
or nice clothes.
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Shri Rama [is] the jewel among the kings whom | adore and worship. He destroyed the
hordes of demons roaming in the night. | salute Ramah. There is nothing beyond Ramah
whose servant | am. My mind is totally absorbed in Ramah. O Ramah, please lift me above

[the sea of samsara (ocean of transmigration). The peculiarity of this verse from
Ramakrishna is that it gives all the eight declensions of the singular word Ramah.
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| take refuge in Hanuman who is as fast as the mind, equals his father (the wind god) in
speed, has control over the senses, is foremost amongst the learned, is the leader of the
Vanara (monkey) brigade, and the great messenger of Shri Rama.
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Righteous behavior gives long life, desired progeny, never diminishing wealth (i.e. prosperity).
Good conduct also destroys other defects. Manu stresses in this verse (4:156) that achieving

all good things in life can be attained by individual him/herself by good conduct; not by relying
upon others.
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The family in which women folks (mother, wife, sister, daughter etc.) have to suffer meets its
destruction without delay; while the family in which they do grieve always prospers. The ideal
of gender equality evolved in the West only in the nineteenth century. But in the ancient
Indian literature one can find not just dry words but sincere and genuine desire for

making humankind (not just women) happy.
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HAYBSIGATRT 2 ITRANT SHART T TH

FEA=TTare (U @e=dl afea q safed ;

Might and strength of a powerful person is ignored if he/she does not reveal it (if others are



unaware of it). Nobody is bothered about energy that is stored in the log of wood. But when
the same log of wood is aflame, everyone takes note of it.
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A One who is resigned to [the force of] destiny is powerless timid.(he/she relies on external

forces for empowerment). The powerful and mighty persons with self-esteem do not attach
any importance to destiny or fortune (daivam).
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Just as (in this world) all (living) beings exist by virtue of air (vayu, wind) in the same
way, all the other stages of life (ashramas) exist by virtue of the stage of the householder
(Grihasthashrama).
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The saintly people (sajjana) are like the coconut--hard on the outside but soft and sweet
inside. In contrast, the wicked (durjana) are like the berry - soft on the outside, but hard
inside. Just as the coconut does not 'look' nice on from the outside, noble persons at first
sight might seem harsh in their talk or attitude--but in reality their mind is pure. The wicked,
on the other hand, may 'look' nice and pleasant with their sweet talk, but in their hearts they
might be crooked.
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One shall carefully protect his/her character (vritta) with efforts; not wealth, because wealth

can be earned and lost (you have it today and tomorrow you may lose it). A wealthy person
without good character, however, is as good as dead.
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Dharamaraja points out in the Mahabharata how difficult it is to determine what is good or
bad. Logic (or rationality) is variable (i.e. one can draw differing conclusions depending on
one’s knowledge and intelligence). Shrutis or the Vedas offer different opinions (i.e. different
Vedas may betray conflicting views over an issue). There is no one ascetic (muni) whose
word may be accepted as standard. Since the principle of dharma is well hidden in a cave
the path followed by great persons (mahajanah), is the right path.
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One who speaks truth and spends less, eats nutritional food in measured quantity, and has
won control over the senses, gets comfortable and peaceful sleep (charakasamhita).
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Let him/her avoid acquisition of wealth and gratification of desires, if they are rejected by
dharma (the sacred law). Let him/her reject even dharma if it causes pain in the future (or
results in pain in the future) or if it is condemned by people or is offensive to them.

This ruling by Manu provides a glimpse into the broad-minded nature of Indian civilization. Of
course, dharma here refers to the (yugadharma) not Sanatana Dharma. This provision in our
culture to frame new yuga-dharma which is relevant for that particular time period or age
(yuga) is what has helped our culture to be always relevant whatever the Age we might be
living. Our culture does not insist that the laws decreed by some ‘holy’ book or great person
thousands of years ago should be valid and implemented even today. Flowing water always
remains fresh while still and stagnating water becomes the hotbed for bacteria and germs
(see subhagitas no 17,67,140,144,235 for more on dharma.).
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Those listeners only are meritorious and morally worthy who have faith and devotion and who
have no desire in anything except control over speech.
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In ancient India, there were autonomous village republics known as ganarajyas, which were
ruled by a government in a set up comparable to modern democracy. This subhasita
addresses issues relevant to them. Whenever the unity among the ganarajyas is broken they
become easy targets for others and get destroyed. That is why ganarajyas should always try
to remain united.
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Every one is always expert in finding out (and talking about) faults or shortcomings of
others. But one neither knows about one’s own faults or even after knowing keeps
quiet about it.
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Fame is obtained by donating (giving) money, not hoarding it. Clouds (as givers of rainwater),
for instance, occupy a position high in the sky whereas oceans (reservoirs of water) keep a
low position.
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Let him not, even though pained by the cutting words of others, injure others in
thought or deed; let him not utter words, which would pain others and prevent him from
gaining heaven, says Vidura.
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If an onion plant is grown in the camphor bed, musk is used as a soil for it, and is watered
with Gangajala (the holiest of the waters), will it give up its characteristic pungent odor?
The central idea is that a person's basic character remains the same; no matter what efforts
are made to change him.
REACHE
AT H9: T e
e . c
q 2 FEEEH 90 F 9T 9

If water is added to a vessel drop by drop, it gets filled in the due course. Similarly,
knowledge, dharma, and wealth are to be earned following the same logic. This subhasita
says that do not ever fail to amass even a small amount of knowledge, dharma or wealth,
because any addition actually duly adds to your treasure.
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A servant hates his master if the master is miser and rough in talking. Why does he not hate
himself? Because he cannot judge who is worthy of serving and who is not. People habitually
blame the surroundings for their sufferings though more often than not, the cause of trouble is
oneself and not the surroundings.
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Unity is always the strength of any society and it is rendered weak without unity. Hence well
wishers of a nation strongly praise unity for it.
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Who are you, little girl ? : [| am ] Kanchanamala.

Whose daughter are you ? : [| am daughter of Kanakalata.

What is it in your hand ? : the palm-leaf [used as a slate or writing padl].
What is written on it ?: alphabets ka kha ga gha
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Control over mind is more difficult than drinking water of the ocean, uprooting Mount Meru

or eating fire. But the question of how to make this impossible task - possible is left
unanswered by this subhasita.
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Mere reading of the four vedas and all the shastras number of times is not enough for
obtaining real knowledge of the supreme reality (brahman) just as the ladle in a vessel used
for serving vegetable (soup) does not know the taste of the soup served from that pot (one
must understand the purport of the Vedas or the shastras not their superficial meaning).
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For one, whose mind is free from objects of senses and whose heart is calm (free from

passion, anger, greed etc.), entire world is his/her friend and liberation or emancipation is in
his/her hands.
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Obeisance to the guru who, by applying with a stick the ointment of knowledge (jnananjana)
opens the eyes of a person blinded by the darkness of ignorance.. Guru is one of the most
honorable personalities in the Indian tradition. This subhagita demonstrates the guru's role in
one's life. Difference between an ignorant person and a knowledgeable person is stated
metaphorically as difference between a blind and a person with normal eyesight. Guru is a
person who gives sight to otherwise blind person. On the day of the Ashadha purnima (full
moon day falling in July-August), called Gurupurnima,
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What can a wicked person do to someone who has the weapon of forgiveness in his hands ?
Fire fallen on the ground without any grass is extinguished by itself.
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An intelligent person, eager for knowledge and wisdom, studies [relevant] books and discards
what is unimportant grasping the essence (only) just as a farmer rejects retains grains only
and rejects husks.
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Envy is death itself and loquatiousness destroys wealth. Unwillingness to serve, haste, and
boasting (self-praise): these three are enemies of learning.

R
AT 2 AC-AH T 91T T < HI :
T F TR T & I erT :

A lazy person can never earn wealth or other desirable objects; neither a wicked person, nor
a rogue. Similarly, one who worries about others' reactions to one’s deeds or the one who
waits too long (for good opportunity to materialize) does not earn wealth.
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It should be given(donated) or enjoyed and spent. As far as money is concerned

it should never be stocked up; it should be given away or spent (enjoyed) spent. Look, others
steal honey (collected) by the bees.
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[Goddess Sarasvati] is as white (beautiful) as kunda (jasmine or lily flower), moon or the



garland of dewdrops; her attire is all white, she holds in her hand the vina (a string instrument)
and she is seated on a white lotus. All deities including Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva, eternally
worship her. Let Sarasvatl, who puts an end to lethargy and denseness, protect me!
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One should never steal others’ belongings; one should never utter a harsh word about
another person (especially something which might expose his/her deficiencies). One should
constantly think about the feet of Vishnu (one should worship Vishnu from heart). One may
then attain moksha easily.

30R .
T A OIS A1 i I 2 % 1
JERIY o 7 GARGHUERT T dicd F: T

You need not publicize your good qualities to a wise person who will know them or will find on
its own. Do not reveal your good qualities to an idiot either because he/she will not be able to
appreciate (understand) them.
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This subhagita stresses that correct and proper interpretation of words is of

great importance in Sanskrit language. Notice that ‘ke’ and ‘shava’ stand apart where ‘ka’
means water (among several other things); and hence ke (as locative singular) means ‘in
water.” Pandava also means fish and kaurava also means crow. Hence the correct meaning
is: Seeing the corpse (shava) fallen in water, the fish were overjoyed. The crows, however,
started crying. "O the corpse in water!” the corpse is in water!!
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The following persons deserve to be punished: the preceptor who is puffed up with pride; one
who is unable to discriminate between the proper and improper thing to be done, and one
who has taken to the wrong path.
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O Raghava [descendant of Raghu], whatever day is spent in the service of great persons that
is a real day. Other days are the abode of darkness (even though there may be is daylight
they are wasted (they do not deserve to be termed a day).
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If you are not in disagreement with (i. e have no difference of opinion with) God Yama, the

son of Vivasvat who dwells in your heart, you need neither visit river Ganga nor go to the
(sacred) land of the Kurus (for expiation of your sins).
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What is use of a high clan (vishala kula) for one who is devoid of knowledge (vidyahina)(i.e.
how does it matter even if a person is born in respected family, if one is devoid of knowledge).
If a person is erudite, then he/she is worshipped even by gods, even if the former is without
any connection with a clan.
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If the Karira tree (a leafless tree that grows in deserts) does not blossom (even during the
spring); how is the fault of spring (Vasanta)? Can you blame the Sun because the owl cannot
see during the day? The cloud cannot be blamed if the rainwater does not fall in the beak of
the Chataka bird (a bird that supposedly drinks only the rain falling into its beak). Who can
change (erase) the fate (written on one's forehead) ?
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Just as a certain traveler remains under a shade (of some tree) and, having refreshed

himself/herself, again goes about with the journey, so does assembly of living beings
[disperse after a time].
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If you want to make this world do your bidding just by doing one thing, then chase away the
cow (the tongue) grazing in the field of grains (of blaming, cursing others), says Chanakya.
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Knowledge is acquired) by serving the teacher; by lot of money or by exchanging it [with
others]. A fourth (option) does not exist.
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Just as a person gets water after digging the earth with a spade, so also does a student, who
serves his guru acquire knowledge.
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If a person has good qualities they develop by themselves (others get to know about them

natyrally); he/she does not have to advertise them. Just as aroma of musk does not need a
testimonial (shapatha) since its existence is self-revealing).
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Just as two pieces of wood come together in the great ocean [aided by movement of waves]

and, after coming together, separate, so does [end] association of living beings
(Mahabharata).
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A wealthy person is (naturally) deemed to be of high descent and, as such, is assumed
scholar, popular, having the ability to recognize good qualities among others, and an orator.
People flock to see him/her. The affluent, indeed, seem to possess all the good qualities.
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Whatever little (or more) wealth is ‘written’ on one’s forehead; one is destined to get it even if
you were in the desert. You will not get more than that even if you were to go to Mount Meru
(name of a mythical mountain). The subhésita exhorts us to be patient and asks us to not
flaunt poverty to the wealthy. The pot can only take the same amount of water--whether from
a well or from the ocean.
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An ocean never begs [for water], yet it is always full of water. If one makes oneself worthy,
riches come to the worthy person by themselves (of their own accord and without asking).

RN

TETAT Ffe ATl T il Welfel T8 oes T

T 39 7 ORI, 9T | HEEE, A0 9aid T

gHYe R .

The vain person who recites a large portion from a sacred text and yet does not put [the

reading] into practice will have no share in the fruit of the ascetic life style. He/she is like a
cowherd who only counts the cows of others (i.e. he does not own them).
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Good deeds that one might have done in the past protect oneself in any kind of adverse
situation: being trapped in the middle of a jungle; in a war; amongst enemies; in flood or fire;
in the ocean or atop mountains; while sleeping or unconscious.
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Time does not kill anyone by weapons; it destroys one’s thinking capability impelling that
person to follow a wrong path, which ultimately leads to the destruction of that person.
Corrupting the intellect is really the power of time! (Nitishataka).
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Walk together and speak with each other in harmony; understand one another's minds. Just
as gods from ancient times (having known each other's minds) did their assigned tasks
religiously, so too, you act.
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As long as a sin does not ripen so long does an ignorant person consider it sweet like honey;
but when it does ripen he/she has to suffer its consequences (Dhammapada).
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Anyone conquering all the other senses except the organ of taste (the tongue), so long
he/she cannot be called self-controlled. One becomes self-controlled only after fully
controlling the desire for taste in food (Shrimad Bhagavatam 11:8.21).
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There are only two types of persons in this world (1) those who are free from anxiety and (2)
those who are filled with delight. They are (1) an innocent child without any involvement and
the ascetic who is beyond the three gunas (i.e. prakriti).
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One having the body pierced by arrows is not pained (tormented) so much, as when his/her

mind is cut to the quick by shaft-like harsh words of the wicked (Shrimad Bhavagatam
11:23.3).
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Nobody knows what will happen tomorrow and to whom. The wise therefore finish tomorrow’s
tasks today itself.
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The yogi says to a king: We are here (in the hermitage) as content with garments made of
bark just as you are with your silken garments. The quality and nature of our relative
contentment is the same; there is no difference whatsoever. One with unbridled desire feels
poor. However, when the mind is contented, who is rich and who is poor?
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The sacred places and images of gods made out of stone do not wash the sins of the
devotees instantly; but only after receiving prolonged adoration from them. The saints, on the
other hand, do so with a mere glance at the devotees.

3R



qIRUTs FHER, Il ST FUes T

Had g% T [amee 91 a2

YT ¥ . 0% . %Y

If the brahmin with an even attitude towards all (samadrishfi) does not act to provide relief to

the weak (and oppressed), he loses his brahma luster just as milk (or water) streaming out of
a leaking pot [loses its luster].
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This subhasita addresses those who believe in luck or fortune rather than their own
capabilities. If luck, it admonishes, is doing all your work then you need not do anything at all.
Your luck should also do your day to day activities like taking bath or giving in charity, sitting,
and talking. The purport of this subhasita is: Do not rely on fortune or such other things; rely
only on your own strength.
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Even a trifle thing done for somebody is very helpful if done at a proper time. But if one does

not do it at a proper time (or does it when it is not called for), then an (apparently) big favor
done to somebody will be in vain.
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If a person wants something and if he makes efforts to achieve it (without getting
overwhelmed in the process) then no doubt he/she will get it.
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Whatever does a person earn by very hard though killing work; the descendants divide it
amongst themselves when he/she dies. However [bad karma of] the wrong deeds done for
gaining wealth or other material objects accompany him/her so declares the Garudapurana.
(He/she has to face the consequences. One’s ‘sins’ are not inherited).
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A starving mother might leave her own son; a starving snake might eat its own eggs, what sin

will a starving being will not commit? People, who are helpless, become desperate and
merciless when it is a question of life and death for them.
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A wise person should gather only the essence (gist) from all major or minor shastras
(because they are so many and it is impractical to learn everything in depth) just as the bee
gathers (only) honey from all kinds of flowers.
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Giving water and food is the best among the acts of charity; the twelfth day of the fortnight

(dvadashi) is the most auspicious among all the days. The Gayatri is the best among all the
mantras and [one’s] mother is superior to all the gods.
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Gods like to frequent places where women are adored and respected,. But where women
receivee ill-treatment no work is successful because of the absence of gods from there.
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Lions in the forest live off the flesh of deer or other animals; they will not eat grass even

though starving. Similarly, persons born in good families will refrain from committing evil
deeds even in the face of adversities.
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The glittering fly appears bright (or is visible) only in the absence of the moon in the sky. But
when the Sun rises, neither the glittering fly nor the moon is to be found! In the absence of a
great person, a mediocre individual looms great; but nobody notices such a person in the
presence of a truly great individual.
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A good person never abandons his/her nature even when caught in a disaster just as
camphor though caught in fire, nevertheless, emits fragrance.
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The whole purpose of worship (chanting mantras, performing puja etc) is for purifying the
mind and not for material gains. Purity of mind cannot be attained by millions of acts of
worship or by chanting of mantras .so says Shankaracharya in the Vivekachudamani.
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While engaged in a difficult task one does experience weariness due to adverse conditions.
In retrospect, however, the memory of that pain provides satisfaction [of having accomplished
the task]. Any good and positive work cannot be accomplished without facing hardships.
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Fortune of a person who sits idle, sits idle [with him/her]; that of one who stands, also stands;
that of one who sleeps, sleeps and of one who walks, walks with him/her. Here, the subhasgita
says that fortune cannot accomplish any thing on its own. Only that person succeeds who
has worked for it. In other words, God helps those who help themselves.
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Courage in adversity, patience in prosperity, oratory in assembly, bravery in battle, motivation
for fame, and commitment to knowledge; all these are naturally found in great persons.
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One may [rightfully] claim proprietorship to as much wealth as is required to maintain oneself [
to fill the stomach]; but he/she who claims proprietorship over more than what is required for
survival is a thief and deserves to be punished so say the Mahabharata and the Manusmriti.
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See subhasita # 44
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Happiness is there all around and everywhere for one who does not harbor any bad (or
inauspicious) thoughts about any creature and who holds a consistent and uniform outlook
(view) towards all (Shrimad Bhagvatam 9:15.15).,
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Clouds in autumn do not bring rain though they make a big thunder as they pass by while the
monsoon clouds shower rains without making any noise. The purport of this subhagita is that
an inferior type of person just talks without doing anything constructive while a good person
acts without publicizing his actions or intentions.




™R .

FALIHAT ST Al T as T

A qAEie Mot Ui gargan

ﬁélqamuaa R0 . ¥Y . &

A mortal human being with the life of one hundred years even is forever indebted to his/her

parents for the physical body, which provides the foundation for the four principal objects of
life (dharma, artha, kama and moksha)(Shrimad Bhagvatam 10:45.5).
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Both immortality and death reside in the body only. Death comes because of temptation or
delusion and immortality by truth.
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In this ever-rotating wheel of birth and death [samsara] whosoever that that dies is not born
again? He/she alone is (deemed to be] born by whose birth (his/her) family attains eminence.
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Who on earth cannot be controlled if the mouth is properly filled’ (i.e. whose interests have

been satisfied). Even the mridangam (a musical instrument) makes sweet sound after its
sides are smeared with flour.
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In a situation where one stands to lose everything, a wise person lets go half (or a part) of it.
For, one can live with half of what one wants [or has]; but the loss of everything would
become unbearable.
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One should make an effort to cultivate one’s inherent qualities/skills/assets rather than merely
making noises. A cow, for instance, cannot be sold by merely ringing the bell in her neck if
she does not yield milk (making sweet sound of the bell is an irrelevant asset of the cow while
giving milk is indeed its relevant quality). Today's world of advertisement is predicated upon
an exactly opposite premise. It tells us to attract the customers by attractive packaging rather
than by the quality of the product. Attractive packaging only raises expectations but does not
satisfy the customer.
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One who is bereft of the arts of literary composition and music is evidently a beast without the
tail and horns; that he/she may live without feeding on grass is the great good fortune of
beasts!
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That individual is declared to be the highest saint who is not overjoyed when honored; does

not get angry when insulted, and does not speak harsh words when angry.
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Assurances given [oaths taken] by the wicked are like letters written on water (evanescent).
In contrast, even informal sayings of a saintly person are like words etched on rock.
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It is very difficult to carry a rock to the top of the mountain though it is easier to push it down

from the top. In the same way, it is a very difficult task indeed to inculcate noble thoughts in a
person while it is far easier to induce bad habits in him/her.

3.
e T, HEHSATRHUT T



T Bededl 9 qardd g giusaq

A greedy person should be [silenced] by use of wealth (by bribing him/her); an angry person
should be [calmed down] by being polite to him/her. A fool should be [convinced] by making
him feel that you are doing his bidding, and the wise person should be [convinced] by
supplying him/her with the essence (gist) of the matter.



