VASANTASENA



- Vasantasena
~An Adaptation of the Famous
Sanskrit Play, Mrichchakatikam




ustrated Classics From India

Vasantasena
Adapted from Shudra’s Mrichchakatikam

This Amar Chitra Katha has been adapted from Mrichchakatikam by Shudraka, which is regarded as one of the
Sanskrit classics. Yet, it is unique in its plot and characterisation. The story tells of a king who is overthrown by
a leader of the people. This assumes added significance especially since the author of the play, Shudraka, was a
king. The play was written between the 1st century BC and the 1st century AD. It is an intriguing story with myriad
twists and turns in the plot.

This tale contains a number of romantic and exciting characters like the wealthy and beautiful dancer Vasantasena
who loves the noble but impoverished merchant Charudatta, and Vasantasena's faithful slave Madanika who is loved
by the brave Sharvilaka, who in tumn is involved in the usurped Prince Aryaka's struggle to regain his kingdom.

Mrichchakatikam literally means a “clay cart”. It refers to the toy cart that Charudatta’s son plays with. The play
depicts a sufficiently advanced society. The political theme and secular treatment gives this play contemporary
relevance. Vasantasena has been translated into English and French and successfully produced in its English version
in the USA.

Script: Kamala Chandrakant lllustrations: G.R. Naik
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PALAKA , KING OF UdlAINI s HAD
LT | COME TO THE THRONE ONLY
VW ) BECAUSE HIS BROTHER GOFALA
W lHAD ABDICATED IN HIS FAVOUR.




DAl AKA WAS A TYRANT. MOST OF HIS SUBJECTS HATED HIMN.

NEVER MIND, MY FRIEND
BE PATIENT .IT IS
PROPHESIED THAT
ARYAKA , GOPALA’S SON
WILL SO0OMN BECOME
KING.

SHARVILAKA , PALAKA |S
BECOMING MORE RUTHLESS,
AND HAS GIVEMN A FREE HAND
TO HIS g
BROTHER-IN
LAW, THE
WICKED
SAMSTHA - J
__f" \

NAKA . .
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WE MUST YES,
SEE THAT THE W YOU MUST
PROPHECY i 2 LW\ JOIN US
COMES TRUE. A¥ =22 . = 1 AND WORK

e FOR IT.

IN THAT SAME TOWN LIVED VASANTASENA A BEAUTIFUL , ;
WEALTHY DANCER WHO OFTEN WENT TO THE TEMPLE O©OF |

KAMADEVA NEAR e
BY. ONE DAY — /i AH! THERE HE
; S &Y 1S AGAIN. THEY

SAY HIS NAME 19
CHARUDATTA.

HOW NOBLE HE
LOOKS .
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HE WAS ONCE VERY RICH
AND HAD MANY FRIENDS.
L\ BUT HE LOST ALL HIS
Y, ST WEALTH AND WITH IT
Sl " HIS FRIENDS. ALL
e WA L\ EXCEPT THE LOVYAL
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WWFTER A WHILE, SUDDENLY — {GH I NOIIT IS5 THE

VASANTASENA TILIRNE,

HOMEWARDS . = STOP! VASANTASENA, Eﬁh—?ﬁf’;ﬂﬁwm
s sTOP! DON'T BE , -
. DOP I'M ALL g
'i ALONE. . g

VASANTASENA RAN AS FAST AS SHE COvLD.

| MUST ESCAPE
f AS QUICKLY AS
| CAN. BUT

WHERE SHALL

| KNOW THAT YOU LOVE
THAT POOR WRETCH
CHARUDATTA; FORGET
B HIM. COME WITH ME.
YOU WILL HAVE :
ALL THE RICHESHN °
THAT vYou &




SAMSTHANAKA CONTINUED TO
CHASE HER.

VASANTASENA RAN STRAIGHT |
IN THROUGH THE GATE. 4

WHAT!
CHARUDAT TA'S
HOUSE | THE
EVIL FELLOW
HAS SHOWN ME
MY REFUGE.

SEE THAT RICKETY
GATE. BEYOND 1T
LIES HIS EVEN
MORE WRETCHED
HOUSE.
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HEY ! waIT! NOW
WHERE DID SHE
VANISH ©
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BUT BY THEN , VASANTASENA
HAD ALMOST EEAEHED' THE

HOLUSE.

IT 19 VASANTA-
MAITREYA, WHO SENA . THE
15 THAT WHOLE OF
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN @ ) UJJAINI
| KNOWS THAT
¥ J|SHE 1S IN LOVE

HAS REJECT-

ED THE
POWERFUL

SAMSTHA —

| AWM TOO POOR FOR ALL THA
SHE 15 A FINE WOMAN AND IT
15 WRONG OF SAMSTHANAKA 1
TROUBLE HER WITH HIS ATTEN
TIONS. A
CAREFUL, MY FRIEND . D(
YOU WANT TO EARN HIS

UNDYING HATRED? AH!
¥ THERE SHE |




| VASANTASENAL \ SIR, A CERTAIN BUT MY HOUSE \ EXCUSE ME,SIR.
IWHAT CAN WE /SCOUNDREL 15 HARDLY FIT IT 1S IN YOU
PO FOR YOU ? /CHASED ME FOR TO GUARD SUCH /| AND NOT IN

MY JEWELS . WILL TREASURES. YOUR. HOUSE
YOU KEEP THEM Hf THAT | PLACE
I EAFE FOR MEF ” Jﬂll ”” | Il i\ MY CONFIDENCE.
e il

| Il '
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[charupaTTA TOOK THE JEWELS FNOW, KIND SIRS,Y,. WE
WD GAVE THEM TO MAITREYA. T 15 GETTING | SHALL
T DARK. MAY ESCORT
I NnOW | AM ASSURED| | | TAKE YOUR. vou
OF OPPORTUNITIES
TO MEET HIM
AGAIN .

||*1|||||'u')|* ; W

¥ cuARD THEM
1 WITH YOUR
LIFE.




QF HER HOUSE —

WHEN THEY REACHED THE

ONCE INSIDE , VASANTASENA
CONFIPED IN MALANIKA .

GATE

AH! THERE
GOES MADANIKA,
MY FAITHFUL

SLAVE. THANK

NOW THAT YOURSY
JEWELS ARE IN
HIS CARE YOU
CAN MEET HIM
OFTENER ; MY
LADY.

P
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THAT HAS
OCCURRED
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HOW WELL | UNPER.—
STAND MY MISTRESS'S
FEELINGS! mvY LOVE
FOR SHARVILAKA
wouLuLD HAVE MADE ME
DO THE SAME. HOW

| LONG FOR THE DAY
WHEN | MIGHT BECOME
HIS WIFE.

MEANWHILE , CHARUDATTA AND MAITREY)
WERE RETIRING FOR THE NIGHT. |

ARE THE e
JEWELS YEs! RIGHT UNDER
SAFE @ MY PILLOW.WE

MAY SLEEF IN




THAT NIGHT A FIGURE STOLE QUIETLY INTO CHARUDATTA’S
GARDEN . IT WAS SHARVILAKA .

PALAKA’S RULE
MAKES ME A THIEF.
MADAMNIKA , | KNOW
OF NO OTHER WAY
10 BUY YOUR
FREEDOM AND
TO MAKE YOU
MY WIFE.

HM. M THIS
HOUSE 1S OLD.
THE WALLS ARE -, =
WEAK. IT MAKES SR AN
MY TASK EASIER. . =

_'5HAR VILAKA ENTERED THE ROOM WHERE CHARLIDATTA AND
UTREVYA WERE SLEEPING.

ALL ARE ASLEEP. S . CSmea
BUT THE ROOM IS {H (T e o iy
BARE. HAS THE RICH
FACADE DECEIVED




THE MASTER OF
THE HOUSE SEEMS TO
BE A LOVER OF MUSIC
AND DANCING.

JUST THEN MAITREYA , HALF ASLEE
SAW THE BREACH IN THE WALL. |

{

|
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HEY FRIEND!
PERHAFPS TH
IS A THIEF |IN
THE HOUSE.
HERE TAKE
THESE JEWELS
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THE THOUGHT OF BEING
ABLE TO BUY MADANIKA’S
IN THE DPARK MAITREYA MISTOOK FREEDOM STILLED HIS
SHARVILAKA FOR CHARUPDATTA. UNEASY CONSCIENCE.
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JUST THEN A MA/D ENTERED

THE

THIEF! THIEF!

ROOM.

g
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. THANK GOD ! IT’S ONLY
I A WOMAN. BUT I'D BETTER
W ESCAPE BEFORE SHE
RAISES AN ALARM.

WWAITREYA WAS THE FIRST
TO WAKE UF
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WHAT ARE
You

SHOUTIMNG

FOR &

MASTER |
MASTER,
WAKE UpP!

A THIEF HAS
BROKEN INTO
\ THE HOUSE . HE
I HAS ESCAPED.

IHO! HOI HO ! HOW DISAPPOINT-
EDP HE MUST HAVE... HEY,
THE JEWELS! WHERE ARE
THE JEWELS @ CHARUDAT TA
' A GET upl

. I.ﬂ,‘,l. jl a%

MAITREYA WAS NOW | JEWELS ? You

WORRIEL. GAVE ME ¢ YYOU
eI MUST BE

WHERE ARE
| GAVE You @ il

|— .}




ALAS ! THEY
HAVE BEEM
STOLEM.
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TITETTA | EI il
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O RELENTLESS FATEI
50 FAR SHE HAD ONLY
DEPRIVED ME OF MY
WEALTH. NOW SHE
ATTACKS MY VERY
u HOMNOUR..

W | CANNOT BEAR
THE DISTRESS O
MY GOOD MASTER
| MUST GO AND
TELL MY MISTRES

EEEREE

AFTER THE MAID HAD TOLD
HER THE WHOLE STORY...

ALAS! ALL UJJAINI WILL
SAY THAT MY HUSBAND,
BECAUSE OF HIS POVERTY,
HAS KEPT THE JEWELS
FOR HIMSELF AND....
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ALL THAT | HAVE
IS MY INVALUABLE
PEARL NECKLACE.THE §
ONE MY MOTHER GAVE
ME. IT WILL REDEEM
MY HUSBAND’S
T HONOUR. AND
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;H’HEU MAITREYA CAME —

MAITREYA ; TAKE THESE
PEARLS ANMD PRESERVE mY
HUSBAND’S HONOUR. BE
DISCREET. RESPECT HIS
SENTIMENTS.

MAITREYA TOOK THE PEARLS
TO CHARUDLATTA.

" TAKE THIS .
FROM A DEVOTED
! WIFE.

| AM INDEED A
RICH MAN. | HAVE A
LOVING WIFE, A LOYAL §
FRIEND, AND MY HONOLUR,
WHICH A POOR MAN CAN
SELDOM KEEP.

60 TOMORROW
MORNING AND

GIVE THIS
MECKLACE TO
VASAMNTASEMNA.

| N‘u " MAITREVA,




MEANWHILE EARLY THE NEXT MORNING , SHARVILAKA WENT

()

COME TO BUY
YOUR FREEDOM.

MADANIKA , | HAVE V' FROM WHERE DID
YOU GET THE
MOMEY &

MADANIK

=
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AS SHARVILAKA CONFIDED
HIS NIGHT 5 ADVENTURE

THE JEWELS
BELONG TO MY

TO HER.

MADANIKA |

THE MATTER
WITH You ¢

el MADANIKA! WHAT?S

MIETRESS . SHE
HAD LEFT THEM
IN HIS CARE.

MALPANIKA THEN TOLD HIM OF HER MISTRESS’S LOVE FOR

CHARLIPATTA.

OH! HOW CANM | EVER
STRAIGHTEN
THIS OUT®?

PRETEND THAT =
CHARUDATTA HAS 2N 7

SENT YOU TO MY |
MISTRESS WITH =

THE JEWELS. =

b

T
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you WILL THEN BE \if R
NGO THIEF. MY MIST— \& b
RESS WILL HAVE HER
JEWELS AND CHARU-
W DATTA’S HONOUR

| WILL BE
UNSULLIED.

----ANDP HE BEGS YOU
TO TAKE THEM BACK.

SIR, IN RETURN
| WANT YOou TO
TAKE SOMETHING

VASANTASENA THEN SENT FOR
HER CARFR/AGE.

GO MADANIKA. YOU
ARE A FREE WOMAN,
\, BUT DO NOT

il FORGET ME.

B-EL-IT ¥
| DON’T
UNDERSTAND.




AS SHARVILAKA AND MADANIKA RODE ALOMG, THE KINGS HERALN
WAS OUT ON THE STREETS MAKING AN ANNOUNCEMENT. |

HIS MAJESTY , PALAKA
THE KING, ORDERS ALL HIS
GUARDS TO BE ALERT INM

ARYAKA, THE OME PROPHE-
SIED TO USURF THE !
KINGDOM, HAS BEEN
CALGHT AMD
: IMPRISOMNED.

-

==

s | ARYAKA HAS BEEM OH! WAIT,
WHAT ! ARYAKA | |uNJUSTLY IMPRISONED | MY LORD!
IN PRISON! ' BY PALAKA, WHO WHAT WILL
s5TOP! FEARS FOR HIS OWN HAPPEN
ey | SAFETY. | MUST GET TO ME®@
——— o A ouT. | HAVE WORK .||' 3
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DEAR ONE, | SHALL _ /| SHALL DO
INSTRUCT THE DRIVER & AS YoU WISH,

TO TAKE YOU TO THE MY LORD. BUT
HOUSE OF A FRIEND. /_\ PLEASE
WAIT THERE FOR i CAEEFL.IL.

ME TILL | JOIN @73 [ B3 E ks

NV WHEN THE CARRIAGE DROVE AWAY WI/TH MADANIKA —

| SHALL CALL FOR
A REVOLUTION .

| SHALL GATHER ALL
THE MEN WHO HAVE
SUFFERED AT THE
e HANDS OF THE
a; KING .

e
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HARDLY HAD SHARVILAKA AND MALPANIKA LEFT, WHEN
MAITREYA CAME Tn'.’.'.'-i' VASANTASENA.

AH1 HE IS WELL. HE
MAITREYA » \| HAS MISPLACED
WELCOME . YOUR JEWELS

1S MY AND BEGS YOU

TO ACCEPT THIS
PEARL NECKLACE
INSTEAD.

15




|

THE JEWELS WERE
STOLEN AND HE 15 TOO
NOBLE TO ADMIT IT.
SHOULD | BRING THEM
ouT @ NO, NOT VYET.

WELL , WILL
You ACCEPT

" HE WANTS

WHY NOT, MAITREYA?
PLEASE TELL CHARU-
DATTA THAT |

THAT EVENING VASANTA
WENT TO CHARULATTA’S
HOUSE. |

A GOLDEN
CART TO
PLAY WITH.

THIS

| SHALL QUIET

HIM. YOU TAKE
STRING OF
PEARLS TO YOLUR

MISTRESS.

WHO 15 THIS Rl
LITTLE BOY @

WHY 1S HE  /
CRYING P




||' TELL HER THAT I, WHO
HAVE BECOME THE SLAVE
|OF HER HUSBAND » AM
HER SLAVE TQO. THIS
NECKLACE WAS MEANT
TO ADORN HER

NECK, AND SHE
MUST KEEP [T-

Ll

L
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BUT-BUT-
ALL RIGHT,

| SHALL
DO AS

YOU SAM.

VASANTASENA THEN REMOVED SOME OF HER.
OWN JEWELS ANLD TURNMNED TO THE BOVY.

SON ; TAKE THESE JEWELS

AND DECORATE YOLUR

MY MISTRESS WILL NOT
ACCEPT IT. SHE SAYS
IT WAS A PRESENT TO
YOU FROM CHARUDATTA,

WHO IS HER MOST

@@uﬁ




SHE THEN TURNED TO A FEW

THE CHILD.

MINUTES LATER CHARUDATTA

ENTERED THE ROOM.

COME ,MY SON,LET US GO
AND PLAY. MADAM IPLL
BRING YOUR JEWELS TO
You WHEN HE TIRES OF

Ilimui

| AM SORRY | Y
HAD TO KEEP
YOU WAITING.

| WAS
CONTENT
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NOBLE CHARLUIDATTA, I
YOU SHOULD MNOT
HAVE SENT THE
PEARL NECKLACE
TO ONE AS
UNWORTHY

11 F
1

Yy MY BELOVED

VASANTASENAI

JUST THEN A CLAP OF THUNDER
RENT THE AIR.

[,.f’l Il A sTORMI | CANNOT
ll,||| |

‘J PERMIT YOU TO
LEAVE THE HOUSE
TONIGHT.

T |

S
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AT THAT MOMENT THE MAIL ENTERED. | fazass

|1

f 1'|U| \ l -'|U.? NOBLE MASTER , MY MISTRESS | “!I THAT

| ‘ I il 8avs THAT LADY VASANTA- (il SETTLES IT.
3|i||i|i | ||. SENA SHOULD SPEND THE vyou SHALL
- NIGHT AT OUR. HOME.SHE REST HERE
1= HAS SENT ME TO GET A TONIGHT.

ROOM READY FOR

%o N

\ e

WHEN THE MAID LEFT— TOMORROW WE SHALL SPEMND
- : THE DAY IN THE GARDENS
| It
.||
| gL

i LEAVE EARLY AND MAKE
ARRANGEMENTS FOR A
COTTAGE . YOU FOLLOW [ o,
LATER IN MY CARRIAGE. ;;é’ N
IT WILL BE WAITING .""‘ \
FOR YOU. |

HHHHH OUTSIPE THE TOWN. | SHALL

||||||||
pAi P B

I




THE NEXT MORNING —

MUCH EARLIER THAN 7 .
EXPECTED. AHI THERE'S ) ~
THE CARRIAGE , s
WAITING FOR ME.

___..-..I N
-i"n_l r,_':'n-:u. -:'Ill'll.'.-;.-'l .
a1 o

5
....

M/ISTAKING 1T FOR WHEN THE CARRIAGE ARRIVED
CHARUDPAT TAS CARRIAGE,

SHE GOT IN.

AT THE PARK ...




. TO VASANTASENA’S DISMAY ,|T WAS NOT CHARUDATTA BUT
SAMSTHANAKA WHOM SHE SAW.

VASANTASENA! vyoul

ALAEJ!'I(E\DT

SO YoUu DID COME
INTO THE WRONG TO ME.AND IN MY
 CARRIAGE . OWN CARRIAGE |

SAMSTHANAKA WAS VERY
ANGRY WHEN HE HEARD
THE NAME OF HIS RIVAL.

VEOME , MY DEAR . WE SHALL SHARE
JALL THE PLEASURES THE PARK
I\. CAN OFFER US.

You SHALL DPIE FOR
THIS, YOU BEAUTIFUL

VY LET ME GO YoUu
’1 EVIL ONE..IT IS
NOT YOU | SEEK
*‘gﬁ BUT THE NOBLE
o : CHARLIDAT TA.

;, 3 ﬁﬁ\\
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SAMETHANAKA TRIED TO STRANGLE VASANTASENA AND,
BELIEVING HER TO BE PEAD , RODE OFF /N
HIS CARR/AGE.

THANKS TO SHARVI- YOoQoe
LAKA, | HAVE ESCAPED.
BUT WHERE CAN
| GO NOW T | AM
AN OUTLAW!

-
-
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[JsT THEN HE SAW CHARUDATTA’S CARRIAGE WHICH WAS
WAITING FOR VASANTASENA-

IS ABOUT TO LEAVE THE
TOWN. I’LL GET INTO




THE DRIVER MISTOOK THE CLANKING OF ARYAKA'S| | HER ANKLETS ARE
CHAINS FOR THE TINKLE OF VASANTASENA'S QUIET. THE LADY
ANKLETS. MUST HAVE
SETTLED DOWN.

| SHALL DRIVE ON.

WHEN THE CARRI/IAGE ARRIVED AT THE FARK, THE EAGER CHARUPLATTA
STEPPEDL FORWARD TO HELFP HIS LADPY—-LOVE OUT.

o

e OH'! OH! WHO —--.
H ARE You, FE AT | AM ARVAKA,
b "I Y THE 20N OF
GOPALA .| AM
AT YOUR

YOU ARE THE ONE
WHOM KING

PALAKA UNJUSTLY
IMPRISONED




THERE ! YOUR
CHAINS HAVE BEEN
REMOVED.

BUT STRONGER. ﬂ
CHAINS BIND ME® I

ENOUGH | NO
MORE OF
THAT.

| WITHOUT YOUR PERMISSION.

| USED YOUR CARRIAGE |

PARDON ME, SIR.

;ﬂ' m‘ Iléiiﬁ'ﬂl

(1| AM HONOURED Y | SHALL ALIGHT

THAT You FROM THE

CARRIAGE AND
PROCEED, SIR

il

NO! USE MY CARRIAGE TILL
YOoU REACH YOUR FRIENDS
AND SAFETY. _<
l|(1 SHALL ALWAYS
., REMEMBER YOU.

WE SHALL S0OON
MEET AGAIN.




™, YRR WL 7, )

AFTER ARYAKA HAD LEFT —

WHY HAS VASANTA -
SENA NOT COME?
| AM ANXIOUS.IPD
BETTER RETURN
HOME AMD SEE.

HOURS AFTER ~= WHAT?’S THIS?PA
SAMSTHANAKA HAD MURDER. ! NO. THANK
ASSALILTED GOD. SHE 1S STILL
VASANTASENA , A
MONK PASSING

| THAT WAY SAW HER.

WHY, IT 1S
VASANTASENA.
| SHALL TAKE
HER HOME.

S T el O,




SAMSTHANAKA MEANWHILE WAS | HAVE MURDERED VASANTASEMA.
WORRIED ABOLT HIS DEED. TO SAVE MY SKIMN,I’D BETTER
&0 TO THE COURT AND PRESENT
A\ -:HAEGE ACCcUsING CHARLU —

- DATTA OF THE

YES ! THATS WHAT
| SHALL SAY. CHARUDATTA,
DISTRESSED BY HIS
POVERTY, MURDERED
THE WEALTHY DANCING
GIRL , FOR HER
JEWELS .

| MEANWHILE CHARUDPATTA

HAD JUST RETURNED
HOME.

fsHE 15 NOT HERE
EITHER. ,THESE ARE
HER JEWELS. WHAT
ARE THEY DOING
. IN MY SON’S
TOY CLAY-CART?

AT THE COLURT AFTER SAMSTHANAKA
HAD LODGED HIS CHARGE —

CLERK, GO TO CHARUDATTA Y=o
AND SERVE HIM WITH THIS
SUMMONS, HE MUST

PRESENT HIMSELF AT
THE COURT
FORTHWITH. ’(




WHEN MAITREYA
HAD LEFT —

HE SENT FOR MAITREYA.

TAKE THESE JEWELS BACK TO

VASANTASENA . SHE MUST

"HAVE GIVEM THEM TO THE
CHILD TO PLAY WITH AND

fl FORGOTTEN

ABOUT THEM.

| HOPE
MAITREYA
FINDS HER
AT HOME.

WUST THEN THE CLERK ENTER-—
ED AND SERVED HIS SUMMONS.

| AM BEWILDERED. WHAT
DOES THE COURT SUSPECT?®
|15 IT BECAUSE ARYAKA

ESCAPED IN MY CARRIAGET
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AT THE COLURT THE MOMENT CHARUDATTA HEARD THE CHARGES E
READ OUT, HE LOST All INTEREST IN THE CASE. -

e “‘“%} LS WHAT | VASANTASENA |
MURDERED! WITH MY HONOUR {
| =] }LOST AND WITHOUT VASANTAS
| \ SENA, | HAVE NO FURTHER
= ; a5 USE FOR LIFE.LET THEM
R | TR =37 ;3'\ DO WHAT THEY
Pt e i - ‘ﬁ WILL TD ME-' [
ﬂﬂh_t
_J o o i f"’f”? TR
.-".r : \ f ‘,.-’ |
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MAITREYA , ON HIS WAY TO i e Y
VASANTASENA’S HOUSE , HEARD e,

THE NEWS ABOLT CHARLLCATTA|
FACING A TRIAL FOR MURPER.

| SHALL GO

T0O THE
COURTROOM

RIGHT AWAY.

-

AS THE CASE FPROCEEPDED,
MA|TREYA BLIRST INTO THE
COLIRTROCM.

WHO 1S THIS
SCOUNDREL? HE
HAS MO RIGHT TO
DPISTURE THE




IN THE SCUFFLE THAT FOLLOWED,
HSAHTAE.'{NA’E JEWELS ROLLED OWT OF | CANNOT SENTENCE HIM
MAITREYA’S ROBES. THE COURT WAS To DEATH. LET THE
s =L KING DECIDE.

HE 15 A BRAHMAN .

L%

B LOOK ! THE WOMAN’S JEWELS. | Foulingg
~~~ [THE MOTIVE FOR THE MURDER. L ]
THERE 1S NO DOUBT ABOUT =N i.
THE GUILT OF THE ) |
ACCUSED! - B J J
- g 2= 2y s Ell = EFI:’ : XYoo= ==
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THE MESSENGER WHO WAS SENT TO THE KING SOON RETURNED.

THE JUDGE READL OWT THE SENTENCE.

THE KING HAS PECIPED
THAT YOou sSHOULP BE
EXECUTED WITH THE STOLEN
JEWELS AROUND YOUR NECK.




AND S0 cHARUDPATTA WAS LED THRQUGH THE STREETS, TILL THEY
NEARED THE EXECUTION GROUNDS ON THE OWUTSKIRTS OF THE TO

MEANWHILE THE MONK THE MONK SUPPENLY STOOD STILL.
AND VASANTASENA , NOW
FULLY REVIVED, WERE 600D LORDP! THEY SAY Y OH! WRETCH

RETURNING TO THE TOWN)| |CHARUDPATTA 1S GOING THAT | AM.
iTD BE EXECUTED FOR / @uick! Quick!
\ﬁEiDERIHE YOUuU. LEAD ME TO HI

 WHAT A LARGE crowpD!
WHAT A COMMOTION !
WHAT CAN THE MATTER BE®

VASANTASEMA , DEAD OR ALIVE ,YOU WILL
ONE DAY PROVE MY INMNOCENCE. VIRTUE
WILL TRIUMPH OVER EVIL. s

AS THE EXECUTIONERS
WERE GETTING REAPY-




h& IF IN REPLY TO HIS AFPPEAL—

sTOP! STOP! | AM AMAZING!
IALIVE . CHARUDAT TA
MUST NOT BE
EAECUTED ! HE IS

INNOCEMNT-

41 [ vASANTASENA
b ALIVE | _

AL gl N
CHARUPATTA CcoOULD NOT THEN VASANTASENA TURNED TO THE
BELIEVE MHIS EYES. CROWD.
| YES, HEAR, ALL OF YOU. IT WAS
CHARUDATTA! THE EVIL SAMSTHANAKA
mis i, WHO TRIED TO MURDER _
L VASANTASENA,
VERY MUCH
HALIVE]D

i = ] NO, | BEG YOU, PLEASE
AT THAT MOMENT — SPARE HIS LIFE. THE PUNISH-

MENT HE NEEDS 15
THERE COMES THE SCOUNDREL KINDNESS.

TO SEE IF HIS EVIL PLANS




A MAN FPUSHED HIS WAY
THROLGH THE CROWED. T WAS
SHARVILAKA .

| HAVE SLAIN FALAKA.
ARYAKA IS NOW
OUR KING.

CHARUDATTA LED VASANTASENA
TO HIS WIFE WHCO WELCOMED
THE TALENTED YOUNG PANCER.

KING ARYAKA HAS

NAMED YOU VICEROY OF KUSHA-
VAT|. HE HAS ALSO COMNFERRED
UPOM MNOBLE VASAMNTASEMNA THE
STATUS OF

lﬁ
WIFE TO CHARLU-

"SECOND
WIFE TO DATTA! AH HOW
CHARUDATTA" / SWEET THE

HAS

MAITREYA

U

I

GIVEN US THE
GO0 NEWS. WELCOME, LITTLE
SISTER .YOU HAVE BROUGHT
GOODP FORTUNE TO OUR
HUSBAND AND HIS
HOUSEHOLD.

| MUST HASTE
TO MADANIKA,
WHO MUST BE
ANXIOUSLY

WAITING FOR

ME.
=
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